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Communications  and  Cases. 


TEXAS  FEVER  AND  CATTLE  TICKS. 

A'pril  l^th,  1892. 

Dear  Sirs, — I  transmit  herewith  a  note  in  regard  to  the 
production  of  Texas  cattle  fever  by  ticks,  which  has  been 
prepared  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Kilborne,  of  this  Bureau.  It 
will  serve  to  remove  some  of  the  misapprehensions  which 
apparently  exist  in  regard  to  our  recent  investigations  of 
this  disease,  and  for  that  reason  I  should  be  glad  to  see  it 
appear  in  the  Veterinarian. 

Thanking  you  for  any  consideration  which  you  may  be 
kind  enough  to  give  this  request,  I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  E.  Salmon, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  ^Veterinarian.^ 

The  communication  of  Mr.  William  Littlewood,  of  Egypt, 
on  the  subject  of  Texas  fever  and  cattle  ticks,  which 
appeared  in  the  March  number  of  the  Veterinarian,  calls 
for  an  explanatory  remark.  The  article  by  Dr.  Cooper 
Curtice  referred  only  incidentally  to  the  aetiology  of  Texas 
fever  which  has  been  worked  out  by  us  since  1889.  We  do 
not  desire  either  to  anticipate  or  to  precipitate  discussion 
upon  this  interesting  subject  until  the  full  report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  on  this  subject  shall  have 
appeared.  This  will  give  in  detail  all  the  experimental 
LXV.  26 
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evidence  relating  to  the  intra-globular  blood  parasite  and 
the  production  of  Texas  fever  by  ticks.  We  simply  feel 
called  upon  to  make  an  explanatory  statement. 

Ticks  do  not,  as  a  rule,  produce  noticeable  disease  in  those 
animals  raised  in  territories  subject  to  these  pests.  It  is 
only  when  the  ticks  are  carried  beyond  their  natural  habitat, 
or  when  animals  have  been  recently  introduced  into  terri¬ 
tories  affected  with  ticks,  that  the  disease  is  produced. 
These  statements  are  easily  understood  when  we  apply  the 
theory  of  acquired  immunity. 

Unless  Mr.  Littlewood  can  prove  that  no  disease  follows 
the  importation  of  the  tick  into  Southern  Europe,  for 
instance,  or  that  cattle  from  Europe  remain  free  from  this 
disease  after  arriving  in  Egypt  in  the  summer  season,  his  state¬ 
ments  can  have  no  weight  as  to  the  harmlessness  of  the  cattle 
tick.  Whether  this  parasite  is  the  carrier  of  this  disease 
the  world  over,  or  whether  other  parasites  share  this 
formidable  power,  will  be  definitely  settled  only  when  the 
red  water  ”  of  South  Africa  and  the  haemoglobin uria 
of  the  Danube  provinces,  which  are  probably  identical  with 
Texas  fever,”  shall  have  been  more  thoroughly  investigated. 

Theobald  Smith. 

F.  L.  Kilborne. 

Pathological  Laboratory, 

Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 

Department  of  Agriculture;  April  8M,  1892. 


EXTRACT  FROM  REPORT  ON  CAMEL  DISEASE 
KNOWN  BY  THE  ARABS  AS  IRE-EL  DE- 
BAID  (FLY  DISEASE). 

By  Mr.  William  Littlewood,  Chief  Veterinary  Inspector, 
Egyptian  Sanitary  Administration. 

History  of  Cases. — The  camels  are  said  to  be  stung  by  a  fly 
principally  during  the  months  of  March  and  August,  whilst 
going  to  water  at  certain  lakes,  ponds,  or  birkets.  The  virus  is 
supposed  to  lie  dormant  for  a  possible  period  of  six,  twelve, 
or  eighteen  months,  when  the  following  symptoms  become 
apparent : — The  camels  are  off  their  food ;  respiration  is 
irregular,  quickened,  and  at  times  they  breathe  with  diffi¬ 
culty;  coat  storing,  urine  of  a  peculiar  odour — this  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  very  diagnostic  feature  (I  for  one  have  failed 
entirely  to  detect  the  peculiar  odour),  bowels  constipated. 
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Post-mortem  Appearances. — General  paleness  of  textures, 
white  cheesy  patches  observed  in  lungs  and  liver,  also  cysts 
containing  fluid. 

Camels  bred  in  districts  of  infected  lakes  are  not  so  liable 
to  become  infected  as  new  arrivals  ;  the  disease  only  attacks 
camels  once  in  a  lifetime. 

The  above  statement  was  volunteered  to  me  by  Bedouin 
Arabs  and  camel-men  near  Mex  and  in  the  Fayoum.  Camels 
were  pointed  out  as  being  affected ;  these  were  then 
slaughtered,  and  I  had  the  advantage  of  post-mortem  exa¬ 
minations  ;  the  diseased  parts  were  immediately  pointed  out 
by  the  Bedouins. 

From  obervations  made  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  fly 
complained  of  is  not  the  cause,  but  its  presence  is  a  coinci¬ 
dence,  and  that  the  disease  is  due  to  the  camels  drinking 
water  containing  the  eggs  of  the  Echinococcus  veterinorum, 
which  passing  into  the  system  locate  themselves  in  the  livers, 
lungs,  and  brains  of  animals  in  the  cystic  form,  producing, 
according  to  the  importance  of  the  position  occupied,  a  con¬ 
sequent  degree  of  mischief.  The  worm  in  its  mature  form 
is  a  tapeworm  of  the  dog,  and  possibly  of  the  jackal  and 
wolf;  thus  the  ponds  or  hirkets  become  fouled  by  the  faeces 
of  dogs,  it  containing  eggs  of  the  Taenia,  which  being  drunk 
by  the  camels  with  the  water  cause  the  disease  attributed  by 
the  Arabs  to  a  fly. 

Specimens  of  the  diseased  animals  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Scheiss,  of  Alexandria  (Government  Hospital),  microscopi¬ 
cally,  and  the  parasite  demonstrated.  M.  Piot,  in  his  paper 
read  before  the  Institute  Egyptien,^^  suggested  that  the 
disease  might  not  be  caused  by  a  fly,  but  was  possibly  due 
to  some  parasite. 

A  large  number  of  camels  become  yearly  victims  to  this 
parasite  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  good  water  on  the  borders 
of  the  desert;  filthy  pools  or  birkets  are  their  principal 
supply.  Even  in  the  cultivated  country,  where  fairly  good 
water  is  obtainable,  the  Arabs,  either  from  laziness  or  ignor¬ 
ance,  frequently  water  their  animals  from  the  pools  or  birkets 
near  their  villages.  Attention  has  been  drawn  by  the  sani¬ 
tary  administration  to  the  extreme  danger  to  public  health 
from  the  existence  of  the  pools  of  water  near  villages. 

Tuberculosis  is  frequently  mistaken  by  the  Arabs  for  the 
parasitic  disease,  more  particularly  if  the  camels  have  been 
near  the  infected  lakes. 


354 


A  SEVERE  CASE  OF  STRANGLES. 

By  F.  Hobday,  Student  Royal  Veterinary  College. 

The  patient  was  a  valuable  shire  filly,  the  property  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  west  of  England.  The  history  elicited  on 
inquiry  was  that  the  animal  had  been  noticed  to  be  ailing 
on  the  11th  of  April,  but  beyond  being  kept  in  a  loose  box 
and  some  slight  alterations  in  diet,  nothing  had  been  done 
in  the  way  of  treatment.  On  the  15th  the  throat  had  com¬ 
menced  to  swell,  and  on  the  17th  this  extended  up  the 
parotideal  region  and  also  towards  the  nostrils. 

When  called  in  to  the  case  on  the  17th  at  3.30  p.m.  the 
symptoms  presented  were — Temp.  100°;  pulse,  48  ;  respira¬ 
tions  somewhat  laboured  and  noisy.  Profuse  discharge  from 
the  nostrils.  Very  hard  swelling  completely  filling  up  the 
intermaxillary  space  and  extending  over  the  parotid  gland 
on  either  side,  whilst  in  a  forward  direction  it  extended 
across  the  external  masseter  muscle  to  the  nostrils  and  upper 
lip ;  in  fact,  giving  to  the  head  the  appearance  of  that  of 
a  hippopotamus.  It  was  only  with  very  great  difficulty 
that  I  could  open  the  animaPs  mouth  ;  and  the  administra¬ 
tion,  therefore,  of  medicine  in  the  form  of  a  ball  or  draught 
was  impracticable. 

At  8  p.m.  the  breathing  was  very  much  more  laboured, 
and  tracheotomy  was  performed,  a  great  deal  of  relief  being 
given  to  the  animal  by  the  operation. 

12  p.m.  No  change. 

Treatment  consisted  in  careful  attention  to  hygiene ;  Pot. 
Nit.  andMag.Sulph.  in  the  drinking-water;  Pot.  Chlor.,  bella¬ 
donna,  camphor,  and  S.  Glycyrrhiza  in  the  form  of  electuary. 
The  application  of  cantharides  blister  to  the  swelling  under 
the  jaw,  and  persistent  fomentations  to  the  swellings  on  the 
nose  and  face.  Nutritive  food  given  warm,  in  small 
quantities  and  often.  Milk  and  eggs  alternated  with  oat¬ 
meal  gruel.  Very  great  relief  appeared  to  be  given  when 
the  head  was  steamed,  the  animal  very  readily  keeping  her 
head  over  the  bucket. 

April  18th,  8.30  a.m. — Pulse  48  ;  temp.  100°. 

7.30  p.m. — Temp.  100°.  Appetite  was  very  good,  hut 
the  animal  was  unable  to  open  its  moutb  sufficiently  to  get 
any  food  even  as  far  back  as  the  first  molars.  She  had 
sucked  through  her  incisor  teeth,  however,  a  small  quantity 
of  gruel,  and  also  some  of  the  infusion  from  the  scalded  hay. 

19th. — Pulse  48;  temp.  100°.  Swellings  about  the  same. 


PHARMACY  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
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Looked  brighter,  and  going  on  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 
The  same  treatment  was  continued,  great  care  being  taken 
to  keep  the  tracheotomy  tube  clean  and  antiseptic. 

20th. — Pulse  48 ;  temp.  100°.  On  the  right  side  the 
swelling  was  very  slightly  less ;  it  had  suppurated  and  broken 
near  the  corner  of  the  lips,  and  was  discharging  a  purulent 
fluid.  The  one  under  the  jaw,  too,  was  lanced,  and  gave 
exit  to  a  quantity  of  pus. 

21st. — Temperature  and  pulse  as  on  the  20th.  No  very 
marked  change  except  that  the  animal  could  move  its  jaws 
a  little  more  freely. 

22nd  and  23rd. — The  swellings  were  decidedly  less.  The 
nasal  bones  could  be  dimly  defined.  The  fomentations  were 
discontinued  and  replaced  by  hand-rubbing  to  the  nostrils. 
The  desire  for  food  was  very  strong,  but  the  animal  was  as 
yet  unable  to  grasp  anything  of  a  solid  nature. 

On  the  24th  the  swellings  were  decidedly  less,  the  superior 
maxillary  ridge  being  perceptible.  Temp.  100°;  pulse  48. 
After  this  date  there  was  a  gradual  improvement  each  day, 
and  the  patient  is  now  well  on  the  way  to  recovery. 

I  have  thought  the  above  case  worth  placing  on  record 
partly  on  account  of  the  extensive  nature  of  the  swelling,  as  I 
believe  it  is  rather  unusual  for  it  to  reach  the  nostrils  in 
strangles,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  absence  of  fever 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  attack,  the  pulse  and  tempera¬ 
ture  both  remaining  normal  and  not  varying  in  any  way. 


Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics. 


PODOPHYLLUM  {May-apple). 

The  rhizome  and  rootlets  of  the  Podophyllum  pelatum,  a 
perennial  herb  growing  in  the  northern  and  middle  United 
States,  in  brown  wrinkled  pieces  about  the  thickness  of  a 
quill,  to  which  are  attached  numerous  rootlets.  The  taste 
is  bitterish,  acrid,  nauseous.  When  administered  internally, 
either  by  the  mouth  or  hypodermically,  its  physiological 
effect  on  the  lower  animals  is  aroused  by  purging,  with  some 
colicky  pains  and  vomiting ;  and  large  doses  produce  bloody 
stools,  hypercatharsis,  prostration,  and  slight  convulsions. 
post-mortem  examination  shows  intense  inflammation,  with 
ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  small  intestines. 
The  action  upon  man  is  very  similar,  producing  in  large 
doses  violent  catharsis,  much  pain,  and  gastro-intestinal 
irritation. 
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Therapeutics. — Podophyllum  is  largely  used  and  holds  a 
high  position  amongst  numerous  practitioners  as  a  cathartic 
in  constipation  with  deficient  hepatic  secretion ;  in  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  portal  circulation,  ascites,  and  malarial  jaun¬ 
dice.  The  resin,  a  greenish-yellow  powder,  is  the  prepara¬ 
tion  generally  employed,  which  is  made  by  precipitating  a 
concentrated  tincture  with  water,  the  dose  of  which  is  ^  to 
i  or  ^  grains.  Podophyllin  given  in  combination  with  aloin 
and  scammony  has  achieved  a  world-wide  repute  as  a  pur¬ 
gative  for  dogs,  and  much  clinical  testimony  is  adduced  to 
support  the  fact  that  it  is  a  safe  and  efiicient  drug  when 
given  in  small  doses,  and  has  a  decided  action  upon  the 
liver,  and  for  the  treatment  of  jaundice  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  it  is  a  most  valuable  agent. 


Pathological  Contributions. 

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

During  the  four  weeks  ended  May  14th,  189S,  there  were 
2  fresh  outbreaks  of  this  disease  in  Great  Britain ;  one  of 
these  was  in  London,  the  other  in  Midlothian.  There  were 
5  animals  slaughtered  affected  with  the  disease,  and  TO 
healthy  cattle  which  had  been  exposed  to  the  risk  of  infec¬ 
tion,  also  %%  suspected  animals  which  were  found  on  posU 
mortem  examination  free  from  pleuro-pneumonia. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE. 

During  the  four  weeks  above  mentioned  there  were  10 
fresh  outbreaks  of  this  disease  in  Great  Britain,  and  1T5^ 
animals  were  attacked.  These  outbreaks  with  one  excep¬ 
tion  occurred  in  Kent. 


SWINE  FEVER. 

In  Great  Britain  there  were  23T  fresh  outbreaks  of  this 
disease  in  the  month ;  1429  pigs  were  attacked,  7T0  dis¬ 
eased  swine  were  killed,  575  died,  95  recovered,  and  226 
diseased  pigs  remained  alive  when  the  return  was  made  up. 


ANTHRAX. 

There  were  20  fresh  outbreaks  of  anthrax  reported  in 
Great  Britain  during  the  month ;  48  animals  were  attacked, 
11  diseased  animals  were  killed,  and  30  died. 
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N e  quid  falsi  dicere  audeat,  ne  quid  veri  non  audeat. — CiOERO. 


PROPOSED  ESTABLISHMENT  OE  A  POUR  YEARS’  COURSE 

OE  VETERINARY  STUDY. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Veterinary  Surgeons  the  principle  of  a  four  years*  course 
of  study  at  the  veterinary  colleges  was  distinctly  affirmed ; 
details  have  to  be  considered,  and  some  years  are  to  be 
allowed  to  lapse  before  the  scheme  is  put  in  operation,  so 
that  it  shall  not  affect  any  students  who  have  already 
entered  at  either  of  the  colleges,  but  only  those  who  may 
enter  after  the  bye-law  has  been  passed  and  confirmed. 
Meanwhile  the  matter  is  open  to  discussion,  and  many 
opinions  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  expediency  or  other¬ 
wise  of  the  proposed  change. 

At  present  the  whole  course  of  veterinary  teaching  extends 
over  three  sessions,  each  beginning  on  October  1st  and 
ending  in  the  middle  of  May,  a  period  of  about  seven  months, 
or  a  total  say  of  one  year  and  ten  months  of  actual  study  at 
the  schools,  with  two  vacations  of  four  months,  or  rather  ten 
weeks,  making  a  total  of  twenty-seven  months  from  the  time 
a  student  enters  college  until  he  obtains  his  diploma. 

The  course  at  present  is  described  as  a  three  years’  course, 
although  it  actually  extends  to  a  little  over  two  years.  The 
proposed  four  years*  course  may  therefore  comprise  a  period 
of  something  over  three  years  ;  in  any  a  year  will  presumably 
be  added  to  the  present  course ;  and  the  question  arises,  is 
the  extra  tuition  required,  and  will  the  benefits  compensate 
the  students  for  the  additional  expenditure  of  time  and 
money,  and  improve  the  status  of  the  veterinary  profession? 

In  most  cases  it  is  wise  not  to  prophesy  till  after  the 
event,  and  in  this  case  we  have  only  the  precedent  of  the 
medical  schools  to  guide  us — a  precedent,  however,  which 
is  quite  in  favour  of  the  scheme. 

The  summer  session  which  has  been  given  up  at  the  vete¬ 
rinary  colleges  is  an  important  part  of  the  medical  system. 
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and  there  is  a  rumour  of  its  being  restored  in  the  veterinary 
curriculum.  Certainly  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  medical 
student,  who  has  the  ailments  of  only  one  kind  of  patient  to 
attend  to,  it  must  be  much  more  required  for  the  study  of  the 
anatomy  and  diseases  of  five.  To  contend  that  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  anatOTny,  physiology,  and  pathology,  and  in  thera¬ 
peutics  as  applied  to  different  classes  of  animals,  are  trifling, 
does  not  meet  the  difiiculty.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
veterinary  student  has  a  far  wider  field  to  work  in  than  the 
medical  student  has,  and  to  do  the  work  well  he  should 
employ  more  time  than  is  demanded  in  the  medical  curri¬ 
culum. 

To  make  a  competent  veterinary  practitioner  out  of  the 
material  which  is  on  the  average  supplied  to  the  schools  is 
not  an  easy  task.  Many  young  men  commence  their  college 
caree  r  without  any  knowledge  of  the  animals  which  will 
form  the  subjects  of  their  whole  attention  for  their  profes¬ 
sional  life. 

Having  regard  to  the  advance  of  education  in  all  grades 
of  society,  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  a  staff’  of  veterinarians 
who  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  time,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  four  years  of  close  study  constitute  too 
long  a  period  of  training.  But  the  question  is,  will  the 
period  be  so  occupied  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  in  the  experience 
of  teachers  that  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  pupil 
to  take  advantage  of  a  long  period  to  rest  rather  than  to 
labour,  excusing  himself  on  the  comforting  plea  that  he  will 
have  plenty  of  opportunity  to  get  ready  when  the  test 
approaches  within  a  measurable  distance  ? 

There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  a  longer  course  of 
study  if  it  can  at  the  same  time  be  secured  that  the  time 
shall  be  usefully  occupied  instead  of  being  wasted.  The 
struggle  is  after  all  an  ancient  one,  the  effort  to  reach  the 
average  man.  To  the  hard  worker  all  systems  are  alike. 
In  fact,  in  the  absence  of  any  system  he  will  find  out  what 
he  wants  to  know  and  make  the  best  of  it.  All  our  elaborate 
methods  are  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  care  much 
to  struggle  for  themselves ;  an  attempt,  in  short,  to  soften 
the  rough  impartiality  of  the  natural  law  which  provides 
for  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
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ROYAL  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Monthly  Council,  Wednesday,  May  4th,  1892. 

The  Earl  of  Feversham  (President)  in  the  chair.  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  attended  the 
meeting  for  the  first  time. 

Veterinary  Committee. 

Sir  John  Thorold  (chairman)  reported  that  in  reply  to 
the  Council’s  inquiry  of  last  month  as  to  whether  the 
powers  of  the  County  Council  Committees  under  the  Con¬ 
tagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts  ceased  upon  the  dissolution 
of  the  Councils,  or  continued  in  force  until  the  appointment 
of  the  new  Committees,  the  following  letter  had  been 
received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  : 

Local  Goveknment  Board, 

34,304  c  Whitehall,  S.W.  ; 

1892  May  1892. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
advert  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  and  in  reply  to  state 
that  they  have  no  power  to  determine  whether  the  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  by  a  County  Council  under  the  Conta¬ 
gious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts  could  continue  to  act  after 
March  8th  (the  ordinary  day  of  retirement  of  County  Coun¬ 
cillors)  in  a  year  in  which  such  Councillors  are  elected. 
The  question  appears  to  depend  upon  the  conditions  on  which 
the  Committee  were  appointed  as  regards  period  of  office. 

The  Board  do  not  think  that  such  a  Committee  could  not 
under  any  circumstances  continue  to  act  after  the  date  men¬ 
tioned,  although  the  Councillors  on  the  Committee  might 
cease  to  be  members  of  the  Committee  on  that  day. 

I  am,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  you  that  the  Board 
have  been  in  communication  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
on  the  subject,  and  that  the  point  has  been  noted  for  further 
consideration  in  the  event  of  the  introduction  into  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  any  bill  in  which  provision  could  be  made  on  the 
subject. 

The  difficulty  to  which  you  refer  cannot,  of  course,  again 
arise  until  the  year  1895,  when  County  Councillors  now  in 
office  retire.  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  S.  B.  Provis, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England. 

A  letter  had  been  received  from  Mr.  T.  Horton,  accept¬ 
ing  the  terms  of  his  appointment  as  the  Society’s  provincial 
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veterinary  surgeon  for  the  county  of  Warwick.  Copies 
were  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  third  edition  of  Professor 
Brownes  pamphlet  on  the  structure  of  the  horse^s  foot  and 
the  principles  of  shoeing,  just  issued  from  the  press. 

Professor  Brown  had  presented  the  following  report : 

Foot-and-mouth  Disease. — At  the  time  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Committee  was  held  this  disease  existed  in  Perth¬ 
shire  and  Midlothian  in  Scotland,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Manchester  in  Lancashire,  at  three  places  in  Cheshire,  two 
in  Essex,  and  one  in  London  ;  at  several  places  near  Sit- 
tinghourne  in  Kent,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cuckfield 
and  Patcham  in  Sussex.  It  is  now  confined  to  the  Sitting- 
bourne  district  in  Kent,  all  the  affected  animals  in  the  other 
districts  having  recovered  some  little  time  ago. 

Pleuro-pneumonia. — During  the  past  five  weeks  five  fresh 
outbreaks  of  this  disease  occurred  in  Great  Britain,  in  the 
counties  of  Durham,  Surrey,  and  York  (West  Riding)  in 
England,  and  Midlothian  in  Scotland. 

Swine  Fever. — The  returns  of  this  disease  still  continue 
very  low  as  compared  with  former  years.  At  the  present 
time  the  fresh  outbreaks  average  about  fifty  a  week ;  at  this 
time  last  year  they  numbered  over  140  per  week. 

Anthrax. — Outbreaks  of  this  disease  have  within  the  last 
month  occurred  in  the  counties  of  Chester,  Dorset,  Essex, 
Hereford,  Kent,  Lincoln  (Holland),  Norfolk,  Notts,  Wilts, 
York  (West  Riding)  in  England,  and  Aberdeen  and  Ayr  in 
Scotland. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  VETERINARY  SURGEONS, 
MEETING  OE  COUNCIL,  HELD  APRIL  20th,  1892. 

Veterinary-Colonel  Lambert,  C.B.,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Present: — Professor  Penberthy,  Veterinary-Captain  F, 
Raymond ;  Messrs.  A.  Edgar,  William  Hunting,  W.  J, 
Mulvey,  J.  F.  Simpson,  F.  Wragg,  Mr.  Thatcher  (Solicitor), 
and  Mr.  A.  W.  Hill  (Secretary). 

The  Secretary  read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

Absentees. 

The  Secretary  said  he  had  received  letters  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  of  Council  regretting  their  inability  to  attend: 
— Messrs.  Williams,  Walley,  Burnett,  Mason,  and  Taylor. 

Presentations. 

The  Secretary  announced  presentations  to  the  Library:— 
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Neuman’s  Parasites,”  translated  and  edited  by  Dr. 
Fleming,  presented  by  Dr.  Fleming ;  The  Calendar  of 
the  College  of  Preceptors  Sonderabdruck  aus  Arbeiten 
aus  dem  Kaiserlichen  Gefundheit  samte,”  Dr.  Lydtin. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mulvey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edgar,  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  donors. 

Correspondence. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Simpson, 
dated  April  8,  resigning  his  seat  at  the  Council.  The 
resignation  was  accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  addressed  by  Sir  Henry 
Simpson  to  the  Solicitor  asking  to  be  supplied  with  a  copy 
of  any  answer  that  might  be  sent  to  the  Privy  Council  on 
the  subject  of  his  protest. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hunting,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mulvey, 
and  agreed  to,  that  Sir  Henry  Simpson’s  request  be  acceded 
to  so  far  as  supplying  him  with  a  copy  of  the  reply  at  the 
earliest  convenient  moment. 

The  Supplemental  Charter. 

Sir  Henry  Simpson’s  further  memorandum  ”  was  read. 

Mr.  Thatcher  read  the  draft  reply,  which  was  finally 
agreed  to  in  the  following  form  : 

In  the  Privy  Council  Office. 

^^In  the  Matter  of  a  Petition  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri¬ 
nary  Surgeons  for  the  Grant  of  a  Supplemental  Charter. 

The  Answer  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri¬ 
nary  Surgeons  as  settled  at  a  Council  Meeting  held  on 
the  20th  day  of  April,  1892,  to  the  further  memorandum 
of  Sir  Henry  Simpson. 

1.  In  answer  to  the  statement  that  the  use  of  the  Council 
Chamber  for  a  meeting  of  the  Fellows  was  denied  to  Sir 
Henry  Simpson,  the  Council  desire  to  say  that  he  must  be 
under  some  misapprehension  on  this  point,  as,  had  he  applied 
either  to  the  President  or  the  Secretary  for  it,  arrangements 
would  have  been  made  to  place  it  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Fellows,  and  this  can  still  be  done  if  they  wish  it. 

^^2.  With  regard  to  the  alleged  agitation  in  the  profession, 
the  Council  desire  to  say  that  they  are  endeavouring  to 
carry  out  what  they  believe  to  be  the  wish  of  the  profession ; 
they  cannot  recognise  personal  differences  of  opinion  between 
Sir  Henry  Simpson  and  other  members  of  the  profession, 
nor  are  they,  nor  can  they  be  in  any  way  responsible  for 
what  Mr.  Hunting  or  Sir  Henry  Simpson  himself,  or  any 
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other  member  of  the  profession  may  do  or  say  ;  nor  can  they, 
nor  do  they  wish  to  control  the  members  of  the  College  in 
their  choice  of  representatives.  It  is  a  mistake  on  the  part 
of  Sir  Henry  Simpson  to  refer  to  the  gentlemen  who  were 
elected  last  May  as  being  Mr.  Hunting’s  nominees ;  techni¬ 
cally  they  were  all  nominated  by  other  members,  really  they 
all  appear  to  have  been  selected  candidates  of  the  various 
veterinary  associations.  Assuming  that  Sir  Henry  Simpson 
is  correct  in  supposing  that  the  old  members  of  Council  were 
defeated  at  the  last  election  because  they  would  not  pledge 
themselves  to  support  the  Charter,  it  is  a  significant  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  wish  of  the  profession  on  the  subject  that  men 
of  such  acknowledged  standing  and  position  were  not  again 
returned. 

3.  As  regards  the  ^  dual  appointment/  it  is  submitted 
that  the  charter  of  1884  referred  to  by  Sir  Henry  Simpson 
does  not  meet  the  difficulty,  as  it  only  prohibits  an  examiner 
who  is  also  a  professor  in  a  school  examining  students  of 
that  particular  school. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  request  for  a  direction  that  the 
Council  should  send  to  every  one  on  the  Register  of  Vete¬ 
rinary  Surgeons,  in  a  form  to  be  approved  by  their  Lord- 
ships,  a  statement  of  the  rules  for  a  higher  degree  in  other 
professions,  the  Council  demur  to  the  necessity  or  usefulness 
of  such  a  step,  and  also  to  the  expense  and  delay  which 
would  thereby  be  incurred.  Apart  from  which  they  credit 
the  members  of  College  with  a  fair  amount  of  general 
knowledge,  and  especially  of  knowledge  of  their  own  wishes 
and  requirements. 

‘‘  5.  The  Council  fail  to  see  whv  a  refusal  to  fix  a  limit  of 
age  for  election  to  Council  will  necessitate  an  alteration  of 
the  Veterinary  Surgeons  Act,  as  suggested  by  Sir  Henry 
Simpson. 

6.  The  motion  referred  to  by  Sir  Henry  Simpson,  with 
regard  to  the  right  of  registered  existing  practitioners  to 
style  themselves  veterinary  surgeons,  was  one  of  which 
notice  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Kidd.  The  Council  regret 
that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Kidd,  his  motion  was  not 
able  to  be  discussed.  The  Council’s  regret  is  founded  upon 
a  firm  belief  that  the  motion  would  have  obtained  no  sup¬ 
port.  The  Council  desire  to  disclaim  there  being  any  such 
feeling  in  the  profession  against  registered  existing  practi¬ 
tioners  as  the  memorandum  would  seem  to  imply. 

^‘7.  Upon  the  alterations  now  proposed  by  Sir  Henry 
Simpson,  the  Council  respectfully  submit  the  following 
observations  : 
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Sir  Henry  Simpson^ s  Propositions. 


The  CounciVs  Observations  thereon. 


1. 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


] 


7. 

8. 


{a)  Fellows  only  to  be  eligible 
as  since  1886. 

(5)  If  members  are  admissible 
they  must  be  thirty  years  of 
age,  and  have  been  five  years 
in  practice. 

No  alteration  asked  for. 

This  is  provided  for  by  Charter 
1844.  The  Council  can  make 
a  bye-law  stating  who  shall 
or  shall  not  be  examiners. 

If  clause  is  required  in  Char¬ 
ter,  provide  that  there  shall 
never  be  on  the  Council  more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  whole 
body  who  are  also  members 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners, 
and  no  examiner  shall  take 
part  in  any  election  for  exa¬ 
miners. 

No  alteration  asked  for. 

All  bye-laws  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Privy  Council. 


9.  If  members  are  admitted  to 
Council,  a  sum  equal  to  30 
per  cent,  of  the  total  amount 
received  in  fees  on  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  Fellows  shall  be 
set  apart  and  administered 
by  Fellows  only,  and  shall  be 
spent  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  conduce  to  the  scientific 
advancement  of  the  profes¬ 
sion. 

10.  Clause  to  prevent  payment  of 

fees  to  members  of  Council. 

11.  Saving  rights  of  Fellows  who 

are  or  have  been  members 
of  Council  and  examiners  up 
to  date  of  Charter. 


Both  propositions  were  carefully 
considered  in  committee  and  Coun¬ 
cil  meeting,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 


C  Sir  Henry  Simpson  asks  for  no 
\  alteration. 

The  Charter  of  1844  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  for  this;  it  only  prevents 
students  being  examined  by  exa¬ 
miners  who  are  professors  in  their 
own  schools. 

The  clause  suggested  does  not  meet 
the  difiiculty,  and  would  be  found 
awkward  to  deal  with  in  working. 


No  alteration  asked  for. 

This  is  new.  The  College  have  had, 
through  their  Council,  the  exclu¬ 
sive  right  for  nearly  half  a  century 
to  make  their  own  bye-laws,  and 
regard  it  as  a  valuable  privilege, 
and  would  resent  any  attempt  to 
deprive  them  of  it. 

This  is  also  new.  The  College  has 
always  dealt  with  its  funds,  and 
can  recognise  no  distinction  as  to 
how  they  were  contributed. 


No  fees  are  paid  to  members  of 
Council,  nor  does  the  petition  ask 
that  any  should  be. 

The  Council  do  not  know  what  is 
intended  by  this  clause,  and  for 
that  reason  are  unable  to  answer  it. 


‘^8.  In  conclusion^,  the  Council  respectfully  beg  their  Lord- 
ships  to  proceed  to  consider  the  matter  without  regard  to 
further  protests  or  memoranda.  In  obedience  to  their 
Lordships’  wishes  there  have  already  been  two  special  meet- 
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ings  of  Council  to  consider  the  remarks  to  be  made  on  the 
protest  and  further  memorandum  lodged  by  Sir  Henry 
Simpson.  Members  of  Council  are  resident  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  majority  of  them  at  long  dis¬ 
tances  from  London,  and  an  attendance  at  the  Council 
meeting  involves  to  many  considerable  expense,  incon¬ 
venience,  and  loss  of  valuable  time. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

Arthur  W.  Hill, 

Secretary.’*^ 

The  three  protests  sent  in  by  other  Fellows  of  the  College 
were  read,  and  the  following  reply  was  agreed  to  : 

In  the  Privy  Council  Office. 

In  the  matter  of  a  Petition  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri¬ 
nary  Surgeons  for  the  grant  of  a  Supplemental  Charter. 

The  Answer  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri¬ 
nary  Surgeons,  as  settled  at  the  Council  meeting  held 
on  the  2()th  day  of  April,  1892,  to  the  protests  lodged 
by  Messrs.  Robert  Moore,  F.R.C.P.S.,  A.V.D.,  12th 
Lancers,  Hulme  Barracks,  Manchester ;  J.  Hutton, 
Kelso  ;  J.  G.  Cross,  Shreivsbury  ;  F.  F.  Collins,  Dublin  ; 
A.  Rogerson,  228,  Camden  Road,  N.  TV.  ;  Joseph  H. 
Carter ,  Burnley ,  Lancashire ;  Isaac  Vaughan,  Doncaster  ; 
Robert  Hicks,  Yorks;  J.  TV.  Anderton,  Yorks;  TV. 
TVilliams,  Edinburgh ;  B.  Smith,  Barnsley ;  G.  TV. 
Carter,  Keighley  ;  T.  A.  Hub  and,  Cheltenham  ;  Thomas 
Briggs,  Bury  ;  James  Laithwood,  Congleton  ;  George  A. 
J.  Muir,  Woodlands,  Glanmire,  Co.  Cork;  John  D. 
Barf  or  d,  Southampton ;  Thomas  D.  Broad,  Bath  ;  J. 
Woodroffe  Hill,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea ;  B.  Cartledge, 
Sheffield;  Thomas  Simpson,  Liverpool;  Thomas  B. 
Goodall,  Christchurch,  Hants. 

I.  The  Council  consider  that  such  protests  should  have 
been  lodged  within  the  time  limited  by  the  official  adver¬ 
tisement. 

"2.  Subject  to  the  foregoing  paragraph  the  Council  desire 
that  their  answer  to  the  protest  of  Sir  H.  Simpson  may  be 
taken  as  the  answer  to  these  protests. 

^^8.  Subject  to  paragraph  1,  the  Council  do  not  object  to 
the  gentlemen  protesting  being  heard  personally  or  by 
representation  before  the  proper  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  provided  the  Council  are  also  allowed  to  be  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  same  occasion. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

Arthur  W.  Hill,  Secret  ary. 
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Notices  of  Motion  by  Captain  Raymond, 

Captain  Raymond  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
the  following  alterations  of  hye-laws  : 

1.  General  Educational  Certificate. — That  on  and  after 
the  7th  September,  1893,  students  who  enter  the  veterinary 
schools  shall,  prior  to  their  first  professional  examination  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  produce  a  certifi¬ 
cate  that  they  have  passed  the  preliminary  general  educa¬ 
tional  examination  of  1st  January,  1892,  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  or  produce  an  educational  certificate  recog¬ 
nised  by  that  body.’^ 

2.  In  consequence  of  the  resolution  in  Council  of  7th 
April,  1892 — ^That  the  principle  of  a  four  years’  course  of 
study  be  adopted,’  I  give  notice  of  the  following  motion  : — 
^That  after  the  7th  April,  1895,  no  student  shall  receive  the 
diploma  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  until 
he  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  of  the  said 
College  that  he  has  studied  at  one  or  more  recognised  vete¬ 
rinary  schools  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  four  years.  No 
student  on  or  before  the  7th  April,  1892,  shall  be  affected 
by  this  resolution.’  ” 

‘^3.  That  after  the  7th  April,  1895,  each  student  who  is 
a  candidate  for  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  College  of  Vete¬ 
rinary  Surgeons  shall,  during  his  academic  course,  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  and  pass  four  examinations.  No  student  at  a  recog¬ 
nised  school  on  or  before  the  7th  April,  1892,  shall  be 
affected  by  this  resolution  of  the  Council.’^ 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Alteration  of  Bye-law  20. 

Mr.  Mulvey  moved  that  the  following  resolution  altering 
Bye  -law  20  passed  at  the  last  Council  meeting  be  confirmed: 
— To  substitute  three  years  for  five  years  as  the  term  of 
office  as  examiner,  and  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  bye-law 
the  following  words : — ‘  Every  candidate  for  the  office  of 
examiner  must  be  nominated  in  writing  to  the  Secretary 
at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  election  takes  place,  and 
the  names,  with  their  qualifications,  must  appear  on  the 
circular  convening  the  meeting  at  which  they  are  to  be 
appointed.’  ” 

Mr,  Hunting  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to. 
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MEETING  OF  COUNCIL,  HELD  MAI  2nd. 

Veterinary-Colonel  J.  D.  Lambert,  C.B.,  President,  in 

the  chair. 

Present: — Captain  Haymond;  Messrs.  Greaves,  Malcolm, 
Mulvey,  Jas.  Simpson,  Trigger,  Thatcher  (Solicitor),  A.  W. 
Hill  (Secretary). 

The  Secretary  read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting. 

The  Secretary  read  the  list  of  absentees — Messrs.  Burnett, 
Edgar,  Fleming,  Mason,  Nisbet,  and  Walley. 

Captain  Raymond. — I  beg  to  move  that  the  previous 
minutes  be  taken  as  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Malcolm. — I  second  that. 

Agreed  to. 

The  President. — The  next  business  is  to  consider  the 
recommendation  of  the  Dinner  Committee  for  a  grant  of  £20 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  annual  dinner. 

Mr.  Mulvey. — It  has  been  felt  by  many  members  of 
Council  that  it  was  not  right  that  the  President  should  be 
saddled  with  the  payment  of  incidental  expenses  incurred 
at  the  annual  dinner,  and  it  is  therefore  proposed  that  a 
grant  be  made  to  cover  those  expenses,  the  amount  not  to 
exceed  £20.  I  beg  to  move  that. 

Mr.  Trigger. — I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
that.  I  think  that  we  should  certainly  place  our  President 
in  a  position  to  carry  through  this  dinner  with  dignity  to 
the  profession,  and  without  in  any  way  pressing  upon  him¬ 
self.  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  proposal — 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £20  be  voted  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  dinner  fund.” 

The  President. — That  will  amply  cover  everything. 

Agreed  to. 

The  President. — That  closes  the  business  of  the  meeting. 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  HELD  MAY  2nd,  1892. 

Veterinary-Colonel  J.  D.  Lambert,  C.B.,  President  in  the 

chair. 

Present: — Veterinary  Lt. -Colonel  Duck;  Veterinary-Lt.- 
Colonel  Walters ;  Veterinary  Captain  Raymond;  Professors 
Penberthy,Pritchard,  and  Macqueen;  Messrs.  N.  Almond,  W. 
Arkcoll,  H.  Arnald,  J.  C.  Bonnett,  J.  J.  Booth,  W.  Boswell, 
A.  Butters,  W.  Cardwell,  H.  W.  Cator,  T.  Corby,  J.  Roalfe 
Cox,  W.  Dickinson,  E.  Dixon,  J.  Dollar,  W.  Dollar,  T.  A. 
Dollar,  H.  Dyer,  J.  Evans,  F.  W.  Garnett,  L.  Gibson,  B. 
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L.  Glover,  F.  Gooch,  A.  E.  Gostling,  G.  J.  Gould,  T. 
Greaves,  C.  Hartley,  S.  E.  Holmans,  C.  Hunting,  W. 
Hunting,  J.  Hurndall,  A.  H.  Jacobs,  B.  Kettle,  G.  King, 
A.  Leather,  G.  A.  Lepper,  G.  G.  Lepper,  T.  Lewis,  J. 
Mackinder,  J.  Malcolm,  J.  Martin,  A.  W.  Mason,  P. 
McOnie,  B.  H.  Merrick,  W.  Mulvey,  H.  Olver,  C.  Pack,  J. 

G.  Parr,  B.  A.  Philp,  S.  Pocock,  M.  Price,  H.  Pugh,  W. 
Beid,  F.  H.  Bidler,  B.  Boberts,  H.  G.  Bogers,  J.  W. 
Bogers,  A.  Bogerson,  W.  Boots,  J.  Bowe,  B.  Butherford, 

H.  Sessions,  W.  Shipley,  sen.,  J.  F.  Simpson,  H.  M. 
Singleton,  A.  A.  Stevens,  T.  Stidston,  B.  C.  Trigger,  S. 
Villar,  J.  Ward,  W.  Wilson,  M.  Wovels,  J.  W.  Wragg 
(Treasurer),  G.  Thatcher  (Solicitor),  and  A.  W.  Hill 
(Secretary), 

The  President  said  he  hoped  that  there  was  no  one  present 
in  this  meeting  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Boyal  College 
of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  as  it  was  exclusively  for  them. 

The  Secretary  read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting  from 
the  London  Gazette. 

The  Secretary  read  the  result  of  the  scrutineers’  report  as 
to  the  election  of  members  to  serve  on  the  Council  as 
follows  : — Professor  McCall  947,  Mr.  J.  Simpson  935,  Mr. 
Merrick  866,  Mr.  Hartley  831,  Mr.  Fraser  821,  Mr.  Donald 
815,  Mr.  Hedley  803,  Veterinary-Lieutenant-Colonel  Oli- 
phant  718,  elected.  Professor  Williams  374,  Mr.  Greaves 
347,  Professor  Shave  210. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken  to  fill  up  the  places  on  the 
Council  of  Mr.  Simcox  and  Sir  Henry  Simpson  resigned. 

Veterinary  Lieutenant-Colonel  Oliphant  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  place  of  Mr.  Simcox,  and  Mr.  Fraser  to  fill  that  of  Sir 
Henry  Simpson. 

Thanhs  to  Scrutineers. 

Mr.  Trigger  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  scrutineers.  He  knew,  he  said,  the 
arduous  work  they  had  had  to  do,  as  no  less  than  nine 
gentlemen  had  given  up  the  whole  of  one  day  to  the  counting 
of  the  votes. 

Mr.  James  Simpson  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  scrutineers’  names  as 
follows  ; — Mr.  Mahon,  Mr.  Pye,  Mr.  Bichardson,  Mr. 
Boots,  Mr.  MeOnie,  Mr.  Taylor,  Major  Glover,  and  Mr. 
Hurndall. 

Minutes  of  La$t  Meeting. 

Mr.  James  Simpson  proposed  that  the  minutes  of  the  last 
annual  meeting  be  confirmed. 

LXV. 
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Mr,  Mulvey  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  to. 

Reception  of  Annual  Report. 

Professor  Pritchard  proposed  that  the  annual  report  be 
taken  as  read  and  received. 

Veterinary  ht. -Colonel  Walters  seconded  the  resolution, 
which  was  carried. 

Adoption  of  Report. 

Mr.  Leather  moved  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Price  seconded  the  resolution.  He  observed  that  he 
was  very  disappointed  with  the  size  of  the  meeting.  He 
had  expected  to  see  a  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting,  and 
was  sorry  to  see  so  many  empty  seats.  He  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  of  friendly  criticism  on  the  report.  He 
noticed  there  that  122  gentlemen  had  received  their  diplomas 
during  the  year,  and  he  found  by  looking  at  the  finance  that 
although  they  had  three  less  the  examination  fees  of  the 
past  year  came  to  £185  145.  more  than  they  did  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  On  page  4  reference  was  made  to  the  proposed 
new  Charter.  He  thought  that  in  that  matter  the  Council 
had  done  their  duty  well  in  reference  to  the  wishes  of  the 
profession  in  pushing  it  to  the  front.  He  was  disappointed 
with  the  action  of  Sir  Henry  Simpson.  For  himself,  he 
could  see  nothing  in  the  proposed  new  Charter  which  would 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  condition  of  the  registered 
practitioners.  He  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Charter  was  on  a  fair  way  towards  success,  and  he  hoped 
and  trusted  the  profession  would  stand  by  the  Council, 
and  that  the  Council  would  do  all  that  they  could  in  order 
to  bring  the  Charter  into  law.  As  to  the  Veterinary  Sur¬ 
geons  Act  Committee,  he  noticed  from  the  report  that  its 
members  had  been  very  busy  during  the  past  year,  and  great 
credit  was  due  to  them ;  bnt  he  should  like  to  draw  their 
attention  to  one  matter  which  had  come  under  his  special 
notice.  Having  heard  of  a  case  which  he  thought  he  should 
send  to  Mr.  Hill  he  did  so,  writing  a  letter  and  asking  if 
the  person  concerned  was  qualified  to  use  the  term  veteri¬ 
nary or  not.  Two  days  afterwards  he  received  a  formid¬ 
able  document,  which  was  in  reality  a  series  of  questions, 
which  he  was  desired  to  answer,  as  to  whether  he  would 
contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  prosecution  or  pay  the 
whole  costs.  If  that  was  the  sort  of  programme  which  was 
carried  out  when  they  sent  in  the  names  of  those  who  had 
infringed  the  rule,  he  did  not  think  there  would  be  many 
prosecutions  taken  up.  He  thought  that  those  questions 
ought  to  be  expunged,  for  they  would  certainly  have  a  ten- 
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dency  to  prevent  people  sending  up  the  names  of  people 
who  had  infringed  the  laws.  In  the  cash  expenditure  he 
noticed  that  rates  and  taxes,  gas,  &c.,  cost  £125.  He 
thought  that  rates  and  taxes  ought  to  be  a  separate  item. 
The  law  expenses  he  noticed  also  amouted  to  £148,  but  that 
he  presumed  was  attributable  to  tbe  new  Charter  and  the 
action  of  Sir  Henry  Simpson. 

Mr.  Thatcher  (Solicitor),  replying  to  Mr.  Price,  said  that 
the  questions  asked  were  simple  inquiries  before  any  prose¬ 
cution  took  place.  Every  prosecution  which  had  yet  taken 
place  had  been  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  quite  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  whether  the  informant  had  contributed  anything  or 
no.  In  all  the  prosecutions  that  had  taken  place,  in  only 
two  instances  had  the  informant  contributed  anything 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  prosecution.  The  Hegistration 
Committee  of  course  recognised  this,  that  they  had  to  face 
the  Treasurer,  and  that  the  expenses  of  those  prosecutions 
was  by  no  means  a  light  matter.  It  seemed  to  be  thought 
that  all  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  was  to  take  out  a  sum¬ 
mons  and  get  a  conviction ;  but  in  many  instances  it  cost  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  prove  the  case.  The 
Registration  Committee  wished  to  do  as  much  as  they  pos¬ 
sibly  could,  and  if  they  could  relieve  the  finances  of  the 
institution  of  any  portion  of  the  expense  of  these  prosecu¬ 
tions  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so.  The  wish  of  the  College 
and  of  the  Registration  Committee  was  to  preserve  the 
register  as  pure  as  possible — that  no  unqualified  person 
should  be  allowed  to  practise  if  it  could  be  prevented.  He 
might  say  that  expense  was  never  looked  at  when  the 
merits  of  a  case  were  being  considered.  If  it  was  a  bad  case 
a  prosecution  always  took  place. 

Mr.  Wragg  (Treasurer)  said  that  the  reason  the  exami¬ 
nations  had  cost  more  this  year  was  that  some  further 
examiners  had  been  elected,  and  the  examinations  had  been 
carried  out  with  much  greater  detail  than  ever  before.  The 
practical  examinations  had  been  much  more  severe,  and  it 
had  been  found  necessary  to  supply  specimens,  such  as  legs 
and  heads,  and  that,  of  course,  had  added  very  much  to  the 
expense.  As  to  the  rates,  taxes,  and  gas,  he  might  say  that 
their  professional  accountant  was  responsible  for  the  draw¬ 
ing  up  of  the  balance-sheet ;  and  as  to  sundries,^’  it  was  to 
be  remembered  that  that  item  included  postages,  which  was 
rather  a  large  amount.  As  to  the  balance  at  the  bank,  it  was 
of  course  small,  but  they  now  had  a  progressive  Council,  and 
when  they  invested  the  £608  in  Consols,  they  did  not  antici¬ 
pate  the  somewhat  heavy  expenses  they  had  had  to  meet. 
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Mr.  Dollar,  sen.,  thought  that  the  profession  generally 
would  like  to  see  in  the  balance-sheet  a  detailed  account  of 
how  the  money  was  spent  on  examination  fees.  Every 
examiner^s  account  should  be  shown.  He  thought  they 
had  very  great  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  and  the 
profession  on  the  changed  position  in  which  they  met  there 
that  day.  There  had  no  doubt  been  a  great  deal  of  feeling 
in  the  profession  on  the  question  of  the  new  Charter, 
They  might,  however,  congratulate  themselves  on  the  new 
feeling  and  the  results  that  they  were  likely  to  obtain  from 
it.  He  thought  they  might  have  been  in  a  far  more  plea¬ 
sant  position  if  the  objection  which  had  been  lodged  to  the 
Charter  had  been  lodged  on  a  different  basis  and  from  a 
different  stand-point.  He  very  much  regretted  that  the 
existing  practitioner  had  been  dragged  into  the  matter, 
because  he  had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons.  The 
public  generally  as  well  as  the  existing  practitioners,  knew 
very  well  that  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
body  corporate.  He  thought  they  would  be  wanting  in 
respect  to  themselves  that  day,  as  representing  the  profes¬ 
sion,  if  they  did  not  acknowledge  the  great  labour  and 
attention  spent,  and  the  very  able  way  in  which  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Council  had  laid  the  new'  Charter  before  the 
Privy  Council,  and  had  laboured  to  get  it  passed ;  and  when 
the  time  came  he  should  move  a  resolution  embodying  those 
feelings. 

Mr.  Olver  rose  to  try  and  disabuse  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  profession  as  to  certain  facts  in  relation  to 
the  practical  examinations.  Mr.  Price  had  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  payment  to  examiners  was  larger  this  year 
than  last,  and  that  in  spite  of  fewer  members  getting  their 
diploma.  Mr.  Price,  he  thought,  should  have  gone  a  little 
further  and  seen  ‘how  many  candidates  were  examined. 
There  may  have  been  more  rejected,  but  what  he  specially 
wished  to  call  attention  to  was  that  he  found  it  had  gone 
forth  that  the  practical  examiners  in  examining  a  much 
longer  time  than  hitherto  was  the  case  had  drawn  fees  for 
the  whole  length  of  that  examination.  That  was,  however, 
not  the  case.  The  length  of  time  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the 
examiners  had  been  paid  and  no  more.  Many  of  the 
students  had  been  examined  for  an  hour  and  some  for  two, 
but  no  additional  charge  had  beeen  made.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  the  additional  time 
should  be  given,  and  he  thought  the  profession  would  agree 
with  him  that  the  examiners  were  justified  in  giving  the 
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students  still  further  time  if  necessary,  although  they  did 
not  charge  the  profession  for  it.  It  was  fairer,  too,  to  the 
student  that  he  should  have  time  to  go  into  all  the  matters, 
and  that  the  examination  should  not  he  rushed  into  the 
limited  time  granted. 

Professor  Macqueen  had  great  confidence  in  calling 
attention  to  the  report.  He  thought  first  of  all  that  the 
get-up  of  the  report  was  not  in  keeping  with  the  prestige  of 
the  Council ;  it  was  a  shahhy  report.  He  considered  that 
the  time  had  come  when  they  ought  to  have  a  report  that 
was  capable  of  being  preserved,  and  that  could  be  referred 
to  from  time  to  time  in  years  to  come.  He  objected  to  the 
report  because  of  the  meagre  information  supplied  in  the 
different  paragraphs.  The  Council  did  not  supply  the  pro¬ 
fession  with  sufficient  information  as  to  their  doings.  In 
one  paragraph  he  noticed  it  stated  that  j6250  had  been 
granted  for  experiments  with  Koch’s  reputed  remedy  for 
tuberculosis,  and  it  went  on  only  to  say  that  £110  of  that 
sum  had  been  spent.  Was  that  sufficient  information? 
Surely  they  ought  to  have  a  little  more  information  as  to 
what  had  become  of  their  money.  He  did  not  say  it  should 
not  have  beeen  spent,  but  they  ought  to  know  what  it  had 
been  spent  for,  and  whether  any  benefit  had  been  derived 
from  the  expenditure.  There  were  other  points,  too,  in 
which  the  information  was  equally  meagre.  As  to  the  appli¬ 
cation  for  the  new  Charter,  he  thought  Sir  Henry  Simpson 
was  perfectly  justified  in  the  action  he  had  taken.  He 
might  be  criticised  and  condemned  for  enlisting  the  sym¬ 
pathies  of  the  existing  practitioners,  hut  he  was  simply 
exercising  his  right  as  a  member  of  the  profession.  As  to 
the  result  of  the  election  of  the  Council  he  believed  it  was 
known  in  a  peculiar  manner  before  that  day.  He  thought 
that  was  a  matter  that  should  be  seen  to. 

Mr.  Hurndall  called  attention  to  three  notices  of  motion 
standing  in  the  name  of  Captain  Raymond  with  reference 
to  the  desirability  of  extending  the  course  of  study  at  the 
College.  He  thought  that  the  great  majority  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  were  at  one  with  those  who  desired  to  extend  the 
curriculum.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  meeting  whether  it 
did  not  think  that  some  definite  time  should  be  fixed  when 
the  proposals  contained  in  Captain  Raymond's  notices  of 
motion  should  he  put  into  force.  If  the  meeting  thought 
that  desirable  he  would  move  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  Council  be  requested  to  take  steps  for  defining  a  specific 
date  when  the  new  proposals  shall  come  into  force,”  and  with 
a  view  to  giving  a  date  he  would  mention  7th  of  April,  1895. 
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The  President  said  that  he  should  be  glad  to  take  any 
resolutions  after  the  report  had  been  adopted. 

Mr,  Dollar ,jun.,  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  greater 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  profession  were  really  anxious 
that  some  change  should  be  made  in  their  educational 
methods.  If  they  were  to  advance  in  position  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  that  they  should  have  a  superior  education^  and  not 
only  devote  more  time  to  study^  but,  if  possible,  try  to  enlarge 
their  sphere  of  action.  It  was  only  by  doing  that  that  they 
would  be  able  to  fight  that  overcrowding  which  everybody 
was  complaining  of  so  bitterly.  If  at  the  present  moment 
they  took  some  decided  step,  they  would  enable  their  mem¬ 
bers  to  fill  positions  which  at  the  present  time  were  filled  by 
unqualified  persons,  and  they  would  be  adopting  a  measure 
which  would  redound  greatly  to  their  own  advantage  and  to 
the  advantage  of  those  younger  men  for  whom  they  were 
legislating.  This  question  of  an  extended  curriculum  had 
been  very  widely  discussed  by  nearly  every  society  in  the 
kingdom,  and  in  almost  every  case  the  decision  arrived  at 
at  the  Central  Veterinary  Medical  Society,  viz.  an  opinion 
in  favour  of  a  longer  educational  course  at  a  very  early  date. 

Mr.  Ward  asked  how  many  gentlemen  had  presented 
themselves  for  the  Fellowship  examination. 

The  Secretary  said  there  had  been  no  rejections,  and  ten 
names  had  been  added  to  the  list  since  the  date  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Ward  thought  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  this 
matter.  The  sooner  some  change  was  made  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  examination  the  better — a  change  in  regard  to  making 
the  degree  based  on  higher  educational  attainments. 

The  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  then 
carried  unanimously. 

Extended  Curriculum. 

Mr.  Hurndall  moved — That  this  meeting  requests  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  to  give 
definite  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Central  Veteri¬ 
nary  Medical  Society  with  reference  to  an  extended  course 
of  education,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  in 
Captain  Raymond's  notices  of  motion,  and  to  positively  fix 
the  date  of  such  change.^^ 

Mr.  Dollar jjun.,  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  President  thought  the  resolution  simply  amounted  to 
a  recommendation. 

Mr.  Rutherford  said  it  occurred  to  him  that  it  was  some¬ 
thing  more  than  a  recommendation,  and  a  definite  order 
from  one  society  representing  only  one  section  of  the  pro- 
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fession  to  the  Council,  who  were  put  in  by  the  whole  pro¬ 
fession  to  take  definite  steps.  He  thought  it  was  quite  time 
enough  to  discuss  the  educational  matter  when  it  came  pro¬ 
perly  before  the  Council.  He  proposed  as  an  amendment — ■ 
‘^That  the  matter  be  left  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.” 

Professor  Macqueen  seconded  the  amendment.  There 
seemed  to  him  to  be  something  irregular  in  the  resolution, 
since  it  was  founded  on  three  notices  of  motion  suspended 
on  the  wall  of  the  Council  room. 

Captain  Paymond  thought  that  the  resolution  gave  no 
positive  order  to  the  Council.  The  principle  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  had  already  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the 
meeting  was  only  asked  to  go  a  step  further  in  endeavouring 
to  fix  a  positive  date. 

Mr.  W.  Hunting  thought  it  unusual  for  the  meeting  to 
interfere  in  the  middle  of  the  Councils  work.  There  was, 
besides,  hardly  a  man  in  the  room  who  could  explain  what 
the  three  resolutions  meant. 

Mr.  Trigger  considered  it  best  to  let  the  matter  rest  at 
present. 

Mr,  Wilson  thought  that  one  of  the  notices  of  motion  was 
well  worth  consideration,  viz.  as  to  the  improved  examina¬ 
tion  for  matriculation. 

Mr.  Hurndall  said  he  had  no  desire  at  all  to  be  dictatorial 
in  the  matter.  He  wished  his  resolution  to  be  taken  only 
as  a  recommendation. 

Mr.  Hunting  suggested  that  Mr.  Hurndall  should  with¬ 
draw  the  portion  of  his  resolution  having  reference  to  the 
fixing  of  the  date. 

Mr.  Hurndall  said  he  could  not  do  that,  as  that  was  the 
very  portion  he  most  desired. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  when  there  voted  31  in  its 
favour  and  16  against. 

The  President  then  declared  the  amendment  carried. 

Vote  of  Thanhs. 

Mr,  Dollar^  sen.,  moved — That  the  members  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  present  at  the  annual  meeting  tender  their  best  thanks 
to  the  President,  Council,  Solicitor,  and  Secretary  for  the 
time  and  attention  devoted  to  the  procuring  of  the  new 
Charter,  and  also  to  Mr.  Thatcher  for  the  ability  with  which 
he  had  advised  the  Council  in  framing  replies  to  the  objec¬ 
tions  taken  to  the  Charter.’^ 

Mr.  Rowe  seconded  the  motion  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 
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The  Fellowship  Examination, 

Mr,  Ward  moved — ^^That  the  examination  for  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  degree  be  considerably  raised,  both  in  its  educational 
and  scientific  requirements,  and  that  some  effort  be  made  to 
bring  it  into  respect.” 

Mr.  Garnett  seconded  the  resolution. 

Professor  Macqueen  supported.  He  considered  it  neces¬ 
sary  that  something  should  be  done  to  make  the  degree  more 
worthy  of  holding. 

Veterinary  Lt. -Colonel  Walters  said  he  would  support  the 
resolution  if  it  could  be  put  in  a  different  form. 

Mr.  Hunting  said  he  would  also  like  to  support  the 
resolution,  but  not  as  it  stood.  He  thought  Mr.  Ward 
had  not  quite  considered  the  full  meaning  of  the  wording  of 
his  resolution.  If  the  last  sentence  of  the  resolution,  and 
that  some  effort  be  made  to  bring  it  into  respect,”  were  left 
out  he  would  support  it. 

Mr.  Ward  said  he  merely  suggested  that  it  should  be 
raised  considerably  above  what  it  was  at  the  present  time. 
He  would  gladly  leave  out  the  last  sentence. 

Mr.  Rutherford  moved  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  as 
an  amendment,  which  was  not  seconded. 

The  President  then  put  Mr.  Ward^s  motion  as  follows 

That  the  examination  for  the  Fellowship  degree  be  con¬ 
siderably  raised,  both  in  its  educational  and  scientific 
requirements.” 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Leather  called  attention  to  the  action  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and  their 
action  in  recent  prosecutions. 

Mr.  Woods  also  spoke  on  the  same  subject. 

Removal  of  Windows  in  Council  Room. 

Mr.  Rowe  moved — That  steps  be  taken  to  remove  the 
disfigurement  in  front  of  the  three  windows  in  the  Council 
room.” 

Mr.  Leather  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Trigger  pointed  out  that  the  matter  had  already  been 
before  the  Council,  and  it  had  been  ascertained  that  the  cost 
of  removing  the  windows  would  be  £60  or  £70. 

Mr.  Rowers  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  the 
meeting  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President. 
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The  160th  ordinary  General  Meeting  of  the  Association 
was  held  in  the  theatre  of  the  College  at  6.30  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  March  2nd,  1892,  Mr.  T.  A.  Gilruth  in  the 
chair. 

The  President  introduced  a  post-mortem  specimen, 
psammona  of  the  choroid  plexus,  obtained  from  the  dissect¬ 
ing  room,  also  the  small  intestine  of  a  dog  showing  intus¬ 
susception.  A  piece  of  ham  was  brought  before  the  meeting, 
showing  Meischer’s  tubes  or  Rainey^s  corpuscles,  and  an 
account  given  of  the  difference  between  these  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  Trichina  spiralis  and  of  Cysticercus  cellulosa,  A 
few  questions  relating  to  these  were  asked,  after  which 
Mr.  Tidey  brought  forward  his  essay  on  Horseshoes  and 
Shoeing.” 

The  essayist,  who  was  received  with  applause,  had  kindly 
devoted  a  lot  of  time  and  trouble  to  lay  before  the  Associa¬ 
tion  a  large  and  varied  collection  of  horseshoes,  most  of 
which  he  described  during  the  course  of  the  evening. 

Commencing  with  the  early  history  of  shoes  and  shoeing, 
he  went  on  to  dilate  upon  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  the  Charlier  method.  Then,  beginning  with  the  farriers’ 
tools,  he  described  in  detail  the  process  of  removing  a  shoe, 
preparing  the  foot,  and  applying  a  new  shoe,  laying  especial 
stress  on  the  fact  that  the  drawing  knife  should  never  he 
used,  or  used  as  little  as  possible.  Then,  demonstrating  on 
the  specimens  on  the  table,  he  briefly  described  each  one  of 
them  in  turn.  Of  nails  he  gave  preference  to  the  machine- 
made,  partly  because  they  are  cheaper  and  partly  because 
they  are  ready  pointed.  Referring  to  pathological  shoeing, 
Mr.  Tidey  related  an  almost  Yankee  story  of  a  horse  with 
contracted  tendons  which  the  owner  had  caused  to  be  shod 
with  a  thin-heeled  shoe  •  on  visiting  the  stable  next  morning 
it  was  noticed  that  the  horse  had  scraped  the  peat  bedding  into 
a  little  mound,  and  was  standing  with  his  heels  on  this  and  his 
toes  on  the  pavement.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  after  this  it 
was  shod  with  a  shoe  having  calkins.  With  a  few  allusions 
to  the  shoes  requisite  for  seedy  toe,  laminitis,  thrush,  capped 
elbow,  cutting,  and  forging,  Mr.  Tidey  brought  his  essay  to 
a  close. 

Mr.  Jarvis  introduced  a  number  of  patents  now  in  use 
amongst  the  horses  of  our  large  towns  to  prevent  slipping 


376  ROYAL  COLLEGE  VETERINARY  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

and  lessen  concussion,  one  of  which  in  particular  seemed 
very  well  adapted  for  that  purpose ;  also  a  shoe  made  of 
aluminium. 

Mr.  Batt  introduced  post -mortem  specimen  of  a  horse’s 
brain  showing  congestion,  giving  a  brief  history  of  the  case, 
and  promising  to  bring  forward  further  particulars  at  the 
next  meeting,  especially  regarding  whether  the  horse  had 
ever  been  bitten  by  a  mad  animal. 

A  discussion  on  Mr.  Tidey’s  paper  followed,  the  meeting 
being  brought  to  a  close  by  a  vote  of  thanks  proposed  by 
Mr.  Maynard,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Mr.  Dollar  proposed,  and  Mr.  Clode  seconded,  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  brought  forward  the  morbid 
specimens.  F.  Hobday,  Assist.  Sec. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  above  Association  held 
March  2nd  after  the  ordinary  meeting,  it  was  decided  that 
the  meetings  commence  at  8  p.m.,  instead  of  6.30  as  formerly, 
and  be  continued  until  9.30  p.m. 


The  161st  ordinary  General  Meeting  of  the  above  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  held  in  the  theatre  of  the  College  at  8  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  March  9th,  1892,  the  President  being  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  S.  Nye  read  an  essay  on  Horse  Sickness  in  South 
Africa.”  In  dealing  with  the  history  of  the  disease,  refer¬ 
ence  was  made  to  an  outbreak  which  occurred  in  1884  in  a 
large  stud  of  horses  in  Liverpool,  caused  by  the  animals 
having  been  fed  on  Indian  peas  mixed  with  a  dusty  material 
in  which  Bacilli  anthracis  were  found  in  large  numbers. 
The  essayist  described  the  disease  as  not  directly  contagious, 
it  being  believed  that  the  Bacilli  have  an  intermediate  phase 
of  existence  external  to  the  animal’s  body.  The  modus 
operandi  of  the  Bacillus  when  in  the  system  is  still  a  dis¬ 
puted  question,  the  incubative  period  of  the  disease  being 
from  six  to  twelve  days.  The  disease  takes  two  forms,  one 
being  especially  characterised  by  the  enormous  size  to  which 
the  head  enlarges.  Mr.  Nye  also  gave  post-mortem  appear¬ 
ances,  the  most  conspicuous  of  which  are  the  extreme  black¬ 
ness  of  the  blood,  and  the  presence  of  a  thin  yellowish  fluid 
in  the  chest-cavity. 

Specimens  of  Cysticercus  cellulosa  and  Trichinosis  were 
exhibited,  also  of  Meischer’s  tubes  in  a  piece  of  ham. 
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Votes  of  thanks  to  the  essayist  and  chairman  terminated 
the  proceedings. 


The  16Snd  General  Meeting  was  held  in  the  theatre  of  the 
College  at  8  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  March  16th,  1892,  Mr.  W. 
Stapley  in  the  chair. 

Mr,  F.  Hobday  read  an  essay  on  The  History  and 
Symptoms  of  an  Outbreak  of  Pink  Eye  during  the  winter 
of  1890-1,^^  in  which  he  traced  the  disease  from  the 
stables  first  infected  to  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  stated 
what  was  observed,  or  suspected,  to  be  the  medium  of  the 
contagion,  pointing  out  its  infective  nature  and  the  readiness 
with  which  it  may  be  communicated  without  direct  contact, 
in  one  instance  a  dog  being  shown  to  be  the  medium  by 
which  the  disease  was  spread. 

The  essayist  had  reduced  some  twenty-five  cases  to  a 
statistical  form,  the  summary  of  which  was — (1)  There 
seems  to  he  some  specific  virus  which  can  be  carried  from 
one  animal  to  the  other  without  actual  contact.  (2)  It 
attacks  all  classes  of  horses  without  reference  to  age,  colour, 
or  sex.  (3)  That  the  temperature  is  a  very  valuable  aid  to 
diagnosis  in  the  first  instance,  being  elevated  in  every  case, 
and  usually  gradually  subsiding  after  the  fourth  or  fifth  day. 
(4)  The  pulse  was  in  every  case  almost  imperceptible  when 
the  disease  had  gained  a  firm  hold.  (5)  In  every  case  very 
great  stiffness  of  the  legs,  followed  in  six  cases  by  swelling 
on  the  first  day,  an  equal  number  on  the  second  day,  whilst 
in  52  per  cent,  there  was  no  swelling  discernible.  (6)  In 
twenty-three  cases  both  eyes  were  swollen,  in  the  other  two 
only  one  eye ;  in  every  case  profuse  lachrymal  discharge, 
and  great  debility.  (7)  In  six  cases  pulmonary  complica¬ 
tions  ensued,  four  terminating  fatally.  (8)  In  nine  cases 
there  was  slight  constipation ;  in  three  cases  diarrhcea 
ensued,  the  result  being  unfavourable,  as  causing  great  in¬ 
crease  in  the  debility. 

If  taken  in  time,  and  no  complications  ensue,  the  dis¬ 
ease  is  not  a  very  fatal  one ;  complications  are  always  to  be 
dreaded;  in  each  fatality  post-mortem  revealed  the  lung 
or  intestinal  organs  to  be  very  much  congested.  The  dis¬ 
ease  usually  runs  its  course,  and  the  animal  is  fit  for  light 
work  again,  in  from  nine  to  twelve  days,  if  a  favourable 
result  ensue. 

In  the  discussion  the  part  played  hy  alcohol  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  was  brought  forward,  Mr.  Wild  stating  that  malt 
liquors  were  not  advisable  on  account  of  the  purgation 
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they  are  apt  to  cause,  while  Mr.  Clunes  and  several)  other 
gentlemen  instanced  cases  whero  good  results  had  followed 
its  use. 

Mr,  P,  J,  Welsh  stated  that  he  did  not  consider  pink  eye 
and  influenza  to  be  the  same  disease.  The  usual  vote  of 
thanks  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 

F.  Hobday,  Assist,  Sec, 
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The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  April  5th,  at  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons,  10,  Red  Lion  Square,  Holborn. 

Mr.  W.  Roots,  the  President  of  the  Society,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  the  other  members  present  were — 

Fellows. — E.  L.  Butters,  M.  Clarke, Lieutenant-Col.  Duck, 
J.  A.  W.  Dollar,  Capt.  Glover,  J.  S.  Hurndall,  W.  Hunting, 
Major  Kettle,  W.  J.  Mulvey,  Professor  Macqueen,  Professor 
Penberthy,  A.  Prudames,  A.  Rogerson,  W.  Roots,  Captain 
Raymond,  J.  E.  Rickards,  H.  G.  Rogers,  F.  G.  Samson, 
Professor  Shave,  J.  F.  Simpson,  W.  N.  Wright,  W.  Willis, 
and  J.  Woodger. 

Visitors, — F.  H.  Bunbury,  W.  A.  Edgar,  F.  Hobday,  T. 
Ludlow,  G.  Thatcher,  and  F.  W.  Willett. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  J,  S,  Hurndall,  seconded  by  Mr, 
W,  Willis,  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were 
taken  as  read  and  confirmed  as  correct. 

Correspondence, 

The  Mon.  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  received  communi¬ 
cations  from  Mr.  W.  F.  Barrett  and  Mr.  Sidney  Villar 
expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  attend.  Further,  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  Professor  T.  Walley,  of  Edinburgh, 
who  wrote,  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  invitation,  and  regret 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  here  before  Wednesday. 
I  should  have  been  very  pleased  if  I  could  have  joined  you  in 
discussing  the  important  question  of  education.  Revolu¬ 
tionary  though  the  proposed  changes  are,  they  are  in  the 
right  direction.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  alterations 
are  required  in  the  general  plan  of  the  proposed  scheme.  I 
hope  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  question  will  be  arrived 
at,  as  the  schools  have  been  between  two  sticks.  As  being 
the  first  proposer  of  the  extension  of  the  curriculum,  I  am 
pledged  to  support  the  movement,  and  shall  do  so.” 
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Alteration  of  Night  of  Meeting. 

The  Secretary  added  that  the  reason  why  that  meeting 
was  convened  for  Tuesday  instead  of  Thursday,  the  cus¬ 
tomary  meeting  night,  was  that  the  room  was  required  on 
the  ensuing  Thursday  for  the  purposes  of  the  Council 
of  the  Koyal  Veterinary  College,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  advisable  to  defer  the  Society's  gathering  until  another 
week. 

Election  of  Fellows. 

The  result  of  a  ballot  was  the  unanimous  election  as 
Fellows  of  the  Society  of  Mr.  E.  R.  C.  Butler,  A.V.D., 
Aldershot,  and  Mr.  John  Taylor,  Ivy  Lodge,  Derby. 

Election  of  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 

Surgeons. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  the  next  business  was  to 
consider  the  coming  election  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

Mr.  W.J.Muhey  said  that  the  Society  had  for  several  years 
past  taken  a  very  great  interest  in  the  election  of  members 
of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
This  year  they  had,  as  one  of  the  retiring  members  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  Simpson,  who  had  done  good  work  on  the 
Council,  and  who  offered  himself  for  re-election.  The  subject 
which  had  been  principally  before  the  profession  during  the 
last  twelve  months  was  that  of  the  proposed  Charter.  Just 
now  that  matter  was  in  a  very  critical  position.  It  had  been 
opposed  by  several  Fellows,  and  some  of  them  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  stir  up  opposition  in  the  ranks  of  the  registered 
practitioners.  Hence  he  should  be  glad  if  the  members  of 
that  Society  saw  their  way  clear  to  support  the  gentlemen 
nominated,  who  were  known  strenuous  supporters  of  the 
proposed  Charter,  and  who  pledged  themselves  to  do  all  they 
possibly  could  to  secure  its  adoption  in  its  present  form.  The 
candidates  whom  he  proposed  that  they  should  supportjwere 
Professor  McCall,  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr,  Donald, 
Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Merrick,  and  Mr.  Hedley. 

Mr.  Hurndall. — Have  these  gentlemen  signed  a  letter 
binding  themselves,  as  did  those  gentlemen  whom  we  agreed 
to  support  last  year  ? 

Mr.  Mulvey. — They  have,  sir. 

Mr.  Hurndall. — Then  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  your  proposition. 

The  Chairman. — The  motion  is — That  this  Society 
support,  at  the  coming  election  of  Council  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Professor  McCall,  Mr. 


380 


CENTRAL  VETERINARY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Simpson,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  Donald,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Merrick,  and  Mr.  Hedley.^^ 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  Professor  John  Penberthy, 
F.E-.C.V.S.,  to  read  his  paper  on  Professional  Conduct,” 
pending  the  arrival  of  Captain  Raymond,  in  whose  absence 
it  would  be  hardly  fair  to  resume  the  discussion  of  that 
gentleman’s  paper  on  “  General  and  Veterinary  Education/^ 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — Under  promise  to 
our  courteous  secretary  to  provide  a  subject  for  discussion  at 
this  meeting,  I  have  chosen  one  which  I  hope  will  be 
regarded  as  fitting  corollary  to  that  of  General  and  Pro¬ 
fessional  Education,”  arid  like  it  afford  much  interesting 
and  debatable  material. 

At  the  outset  I  must  disclaim  any  special  knowledge  or 
authority  on  the  subject,  and  state  that  my  object  is  not  to 
ventilate  any  views  of  my  own,  but  to  draw  the  attention  of 
this  Society,  and  through  it  of  the  profession  at  large,  to 
matters  which  must  inevitably  affect  us  individually  and 
collectively.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task  1 
should  undertake  did  I  propose  of  myself  to  lay  down  any 
lines  for  the  definition  of  ‘^professional  conduct;”  as  it  is 
my  apologies  are  due  to  you  for  attempting  a  subject  for  the 
elaborating  of  which  I  have  been  able  to  find  so  little  time. 

The  happiness  of  the  individual  cannot  be  dissociated 
from  his  social  relations,  and  in  order  to  secure  the  greatest 
good  for  the  greatest  number  it  has  been  deemed  wise  for 
men  of  like  thoughts  and  occupation  to  incorporate  them¬ 
selves.  Admitting  that  in  this,  as  in  most  else,  there  are 
exceptions  to  prove  the  rule — higher  education  and  mental 
attainment  create  the  fitness  and  desire  for  higher  social 
status,”  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  bodies  corporate  to  aid  the 
upward  tendency,  claiming  and  securing  any  position 
gained.  However  the  fitness  may  be  questioned,  the  desire 
on  part  of  our  profession  for  social  status  ”  is  manifest ; 
the  former  I  regard  essential,  and  the  latter  salutary.  This 
fitness  to  occupy  any  given  position  will,  I  take  it,  depend 
on  those  conditions  which  we  are  apt  to  lay  down  as  de¬ 
manded  for  health  of  living  bodies — proper  food,  vital 
activity,  and  suitable  environment.  Over  the  first  (or  the 
amount  of  it)  we  have  no  direct  control ;  and  though  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  we  may  influence  it,  supply  and  demand  must 
be  the  main  forces  in  finding  and  maintaining  the  equili¬ 
brium.  As  to  the  second,  vital  activity,”  I  believe  we  are 
’  faithfully  and  I  trust  effectually  directing  our  efforts  by 
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giving  earnest  active  consideration  to  the  subject  of  general 
and  professional  education.  But  while  of  necessity  and  in 
the  order  of  things  the  former  must  obtain,  and  the  second 
affords  good  ground  for  hope,  I  think  it  our  duty  individu¬ 
ally  and  collectively  to  provide  such  conditions  of  environ¬ 
ment  as  are  demanded  to  fulfil  the  required  quantity.  To 
enforce  such  refinements  as  must  follow  the  adoption  of  the 
scheme  of  education  now  before  the  profession,  and  not  to 
use  all  means  at  our  disposal  to  obtain  the  most  favorable 
conditions  for  those  who  undergo  it  would,  to  me,  be  a 
great  dereliction  of  duty. 

There  will,  we  believe,  be  no  question  as  to  the  statement 
that  our  individual  comfort  cannot  be  divorced  from  that  of 
the  community  in  which  we  live,  and  that  our  social  rela¬ 
tions  must  of  necessity  be  among  our  chief  concerns. 

We  cannot  agree  with  the  view  that  anything  in  our 
legitimate  work  can  bemean  or  degrade  us,  for  though  in 
our  practice  we  are  not  free  from  commercial  considerations, 
our  ostensible  object  must  always  be  ennobling.  We  see 
no  reason  why  a  highly  educated  man  may  not  engage  in  it, 
and  we  may  here  interpolate  our  personal  experience  that 
the  more  thoroughly  educated  and  well  brought  up  a  man 
is,  the  better  able  he  is  to  deal  with  the  disagreeables  met 
with  in  actual  professional  work,  and  by  the  exercise  we 
believe  he  in  no  way  unfits  himself  for  that  of  a  more 
agreeable  nature,  rather  does  he  elevate  the  practice  itself. 
We  must  not  admit  the  necessity  for  having  two  classes  of 
practice  or  practitioners,  but  men  of  advanced  education 
and  presumed  refinement  must  perforce  be  influenced  by 
matters  which  affect  their  social  status.  Society  has  laid 
down  certain  laws  which  must  be  conformed  to  by  those 
who  wish  to  come  within  her  circles.  Workers  in  definite 
form  have  been  classed  as  professions,  trades,  and  labourers. 
Each  demand  certain  conditions.  To  members  of  our  Col¬ 
lege  the  privileges  and  responsibilities  of  the  first  have  been 
granted  ;  and  while  we  gladly  accept  the  former,  it  is  incum¬ 
bent  on  us  to  assume  the  latter.  To  fit  ourselves  to  occupy 
the  sphere  so  allotted  to  us  we  think  we  should  have  well-con¬ 
ceived  views  as  to  what  our  ^^professional  conduct^’  shall  be. 

The  subject  of  professional  etiquette  is  one  which  may  be 
regarded  from  so  many  points  of  view,  and  affects  indivi¬ 
duals  so  variously,  that  we  think  it  would  be  an  invidious 
task  and  great  presumption  on  the  part  of  any  individual 
who  might  attempt  to  draw  up  any  code  of  ethics.  We 
propose  to  mention  certain  matters  which  we  think  may 
prove  convenient  for  discussion,  and  on  which  there  is  a  call 
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for  the  voice  of  the  profession.  It  appears  to  us  that  we  as 
a  profession  should  as  far  as  possible  set  up  such  a  standard 
for  professional  conduct  as  we  deem  most  suitable  to  our 
own  interests  and  those  of  the  community  at  large,  and  that 
our  administrative  institution,  the  Council,  should  use  all 
means  at  its  disposal  to  establish  and  maintain  the  position. 
This  leads  to  the  question  as  to  what  powers  are  possessed 
by  the  College.  The  only  penalty  which  the  Council  can 
impose  is  the  extreme  one  of  removal  (temporary  or  perma¬ 
nent)  of  the  name  of  any  member  or  registered  practitioner 
from  the  Register  as  provided  for  in  Section  6  of  the  Veteri¬ 
nary  Surgeons  Act  of  1881. 

The  power  conferred  by  the  said  supplemental  Charter 
of  1876  on  the  Council  of  the  said  Royal  College — at  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  at  which  not  less  than  two  thirds  of 
the  members  are  present,  and  with  the  consent  of  three 
fourths  of  the  members  so  present,  but  not  otherwise— to 
remove  a  name  from  the  Register  of  Veterinary  Surgeons, 
may  be  exercised  in  respect  of  any  person  who  is  at  the 
passing  of  this  Act  on  that  Register,  or  who  is  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  placed  thereon  under  the  said  Charters 
or  this  Act,  but  in  the  following  cases  only  (that  is  to  say) 
at  the  request  or  with  the  consent  of  the  person  whose 
name  is  to  be  removed,  or  where  a  name  has  been  incor¬ 
rectly  entered  or  has  been  fraudulently  entered  or  procured 
to  be  entered,  or  where  a  person  registered  has  either  before 
or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  either  before  or  after 
his  registration  been  convicted,  either  in  Her  Majesty’s 
dominions  or  elsewhere,  of  an  offence  which  if  committed  in 
England  would  be  a  misdemeanour  or  higher  offence,  or 
where  a  person  registered  is  shown  to  have  been  guilty 
either  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  either 
before  or  after  his  registration,  and  either  in  Her  Majesty’s 
dominions  or  elsewhere,  of  any  conduct  disgraceful  to  him 
in  a  professional  respect.” 

In  all  cases  there  must  be  due  inquiry,  and  the  accused 
person  must  have  the  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  defence, 
either  in  person  or  by  counsel  or  solicitor  (Reg.  v.  General 
Council,  3  E.  and  E.  525).  He  must  have  notice  of  what 
he  is  accused,  he  must  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard, 
and  the  decision  must  be  honestly  arrived  at  after  that 
opportunity  (Leeson  v.  General  Council,  43  Ch.  D.  366). 

From  this  it  is  plain  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  individuals  who  have  been  anywhere  convicted  of 
what  in  England  would  be  a  misdemeanour.  It  may  be 
helpful  toward  the  proper  understanding  of  our  position  if 
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we  give  the  definition  of  this  word^  and  I  quote  from  Rus¬ 
sell  on  Crimes,  5th  ed.,  vol.  i,  p.  187 :  The  word  mis¬ 
demeanour,  in  its  usual  acceptance,  is  applied  to  all  those 
crimes  and  offences  for  which  the  law  has  not  provided  a 
particular  name,  and  they  may  be  punished  according  to  the 
degree  of  the  offence  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both.  A 
misdemeanour  is  in  truth  any  crime  less  than  a  felony,  and 
the  word  is  generally  used  in  contradistinction  to  felony  : 
misdemeanours  comprehending  all  indictable  offences  which 
do  not  amount  to  felony,  as  perjury,  battery,  libels,  con¬ 
spiracies,  and  public  nuisances,  to  which  examples  may  be 
added  abandoning  child,  abortion — supplying  or  procuring 
poison  or  instruments  for;  falsification  of  accounts,  adulte¬ 
ration  of  drugs,  assault — either  battery  or  indecent ;  offences 
under  bankruptcy,  compounding  felony,  cruelty  to  children 
to  injury  of  health,  ' disobedience  to  orders  of  authorities, 
courts,  or  statutes,  forcible  entry,  furious  driving  causing 
bodily  harm,  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences,  nui¬ 
sances  injurious  to  health,  and  many  such  offences ;  but 
even  in  legal  circles  it  is  admitted  that  the  law  is  not  well 
defined. 

The  Council  of  our  College  has  exercised  and  sustained 
this  right.  The  crux,  however,  comes  should  we  attempt 
to  define  other  conduct  disgraceful  to  him  in  a  profes¬ 
sional  respect and  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  written  law  or 
any  precedent  of  our  own  for  gauging  our  power  in  this 
direction,  it  is  natural  that  we  should  refer  to  the  action  of 
other  bodies  of  similar  constitution.  By  this  we  may  not 
take  it  for  granted  that  what  is  best  for  or  imperative  on 
them  should  affect  us  in  precisely  the  same  way.  It  appears 
to  us  a  most  important  question  to  put  ourselves,  what 
conditions  are  we  in  a  position  to  assume  ?  Can  we  with 
fairness  hope  to  be  regulated  by  the  same  laws  as  the  other 
learned  professions  ? 

If  we  claim  equal  social  status  with  them,  and  admit,  as 
I  think  we  must,  that, this  will  depend  on  the  relation  of 
members  to  each  other  and  to  society  at  large,  we  do  not 
see  that  we  can  take  a  lower  standpoint.  If  we  decide 
that  the  nature  of  our  work  will  not  admit  of  these  con¬ 
ditions  it  will  be  well  for  us  to  be  content  in  a  sphere  of 
our  own,  perhaps  somewhat  beneath,  and  adopt  such 
measures  as  are  compatible  with  the  best  occupation  of 
that  sphere. 

As  far  as  the  power  to  enforce  any  reasonable  code  of 
ethics,  we  think  it  may  be  inferred  from  our  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  the  action  of  what  a  recent  writer  says  we 
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honour  by  the  name  of  the  sister  profession/^  that  the 
Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  has  a  strong  hand. 

The  General  Medical  Council  which  governs  all  practi¬ 
tioners  of  human  medicine,  including  dentists,  possess  such 
power,  which  they  have  exercised,  and  which  has  been  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  There  is,  however, 
one  material  difference  between  the  power  of  the  Medical 
Council  and  that  granted  to  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons ;  for  while  in  case  of  the  latter  after  removal  from 
the  Register  there  is  a  right  of  appeal  for  the  person  whose 
name  is  so  removed  to  the  Privy  Council,  the  former  is  the 
sole  judge  of  what  is  infamous  or  disgraceful  professional 
conduct.  In  a  case  in  1863  where  the  name  of  one  La 
Mert  had  been  struck  off  the  Register  for  publishing  a  work 
on  venereal  disease,’^  an  application  was  made  for  re¬ 
instatement,  on  which  occasion  Lord  Chief  Justice  Cock- 
burn,  in  giving  judgment,  says,  The  Medical  Council  are 
the  sole  judges  as  to  whether  a  medical  practitioner  has 
been  guilty  of  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional  respect. 
This  Court  has  no  power  to  review  their  decision.  The 
Council  has  found  the  applicant  guilty  after  due  inquiry, 
and  whether  the  facts  justify  the  finding  or  not  the  Council 
is  the  tribunal  to  whom  the  Legislature  has  left  the  decision 
as  being  the  best  judges  in  the  matter,  and  this  Court  can¬ 
not  interfere.”  The  other  judges  concurred. 

In  the  case  of  Partridge  under  the  Dentists’  Act,  his 
name  was  struck  off  the  Register  for  advertising.  The 
Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  refused  to  interfere  with  the 
decision  of  the  Medical  Council  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  and 
as  recently  as  this  month  the  Court  of  Appeal  upheld  them. 

A  memorandum  published  by  the  General  Medical  Council 
in  December  last  gives  seven  cases  of  removal  from  the 
Register  for  covering  ^^unregistered  assistants.” 

For  sake  of  reference  the  following  may  be  taken  as  the 
basis  of  action  in  other  professions  and  callings  : 

Solicitors. — Solicitors  are  liable  to  be  struck  off  the  rolls 
or  suspended  in  case  they  allow  their  names  to  be  used  by 
unqualified  persons,  or  act  in  partnership  with  or  allow 
unqualified  persons  to  share  profits,  or  in  case  of  misappro¬ 
priation  of  money,  breach  of  trust,  fraud,  or  any  other  like 
misdemeanour,  or  in  case  of  conduct  generally  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  the  profession. 

The  case  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  committee  of  the  Council 
of  the  Law  Society,  who  thereupon  report  to  the  Divisional 
Court  of  the  Queen’s  Bench  Division,  and  the  judges  deal 
with  the  offender.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  con- 
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sidered  conclusive  on  facts,  and  their  recommendation  as  a 
rule  is  acted  on  by  the  judges. 

Each  case  of  professional  misconduct  is  to  a  great  extent 
Judged  on  its  own  merits,  and  there  is  no  absolute  rule  on 
the  subject  laid  down. 

Accountants. — According  to  clauses  19  and  30  of  the 
Charter  a  member  is  not  to  take  into  partnership  any  person 
not  also  a  member. 

He  is  not  to  allow  any  participation  of  his  profits  by  a 
solicitor,  or  accept  any  commission  from  an  auctioneer  or 
broker,  or  follow  any  business  other  than  that  of  a  public 
accountant  or  incident  thereto ;  and  if  he  violates  any  rule 
of  the  institution,  or  is  convicted  of  felony  or  misdemeanour, 
and  declared  by  a  court  to  have  committed  any  fraud,  or  is 
held  by  the  Council  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  act  dis¬ 
creditable  to  a  public  accountant,  or  is  adjudged  bankrupt, 
or  makes  an  arrangement  with  creditors,  or  fails  to  pay  his 
subscription,  he  is  liable  to  be  excluded  from  membership  or 
be  suspended  for  any  period  not  exceeding  two  years  from 
membership,  by  resolution  of  Council  passed  at  a  meeting 
specially  convened,  at  which  not  less  than  twelve  members 
are  present  and  three  fourths  are  in  favour  of  exclusion  or 
suspension. 

Physicians. — The  rules  apply  to  prescriptions,  to  consulta¬ 
tions,  to  restrain  Fellows  or  members  from  secretly  prescrib¬ 
ing  for  any  patient  under  another  practitioner,  from  trade, 
from  concealment  of  composition  of  remedies,  from  dis¬ 
pensing  medicines  except  for  patients  under  their  own  care, 
and  in  case  of  breach  of  any  of  these  rules,  or  in  case  of 
obtainining  admission  by  fraud,  false  statement,  or  in  case 
of  embezzlement  or  committal  of  any  great  crime,  or  act  in 
any  respect  of  a  dishonorable  or  unprofessional  manner,  the 
President  and  Censors  may  investigate,  and  either  inflict  a 
fine  not  exceeding  £10,  or  if  they  deem  the  case  of  sufficient 
importance  may  report  to  the  College,  and  a  majority  of  two 
thirds  of  the  Fellows,  at  a  meeting  of  Fellows  specially  sum¬ 
moned  for  the  purpose,  may  erase  the  name  of  the  person  so 
ofiending  from  the  Register. 

Apothecaries. — These  are  contained  in  section  4  of  the  Act 
of  1874,  and  empower  the  Society  to  strike  off  the  names  of 
any  persons  convicted  in  England  or  Ireland  of  any  felony 
or  misdemeanour,  or  in  Scotland  of  any  crime  or  offence,  or 
who  shall,  after  due  inquiry,  be  judged  by  the  general 
Council  to  be  guilty  of  infamous  conduct  in  any  professional 
respect. 

Surgeons, — Names  of  Fellows  and  members  may  be  re- 
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moved  from  the  Register  by  resolution  of  Council  if  they 
advertise  a  secret  method  or  process  of  cure^  or  publish  an 
indecent  advertisement  relating  to  practice  as  a  surgeon^  or 
publish  any  matter  prejudicial  to  the  interest,  or  derogatory 
to  the  College,  or  a  disgrace  to  the  profession  of  surgery,  or 
allow  diplomas  to  be  used  for  false  personation  or  any  fraudu¬ 
lent  purpose,  or  are  convicted  of  any  offence  which  the 
Council  consider  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  them 
unfit  to  remain. 

Pharmaceutical  Society, — By  the  Charter  it  is  directed 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  meeting  of  the  Council  at 
which  not  less  than  twelve  members  of  Council  shall  be 
present,  and  three  fourths  consenting,  to  remove  any  member 
from  the  Society,  and  they  have  power  by  the  Charter  to 
make  any  bye-law  in  relation  thereto,  and  by  Clause  1  of 
section  17  of  the  bye-laws  it  is  enacted  : — That  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  Council  who  shall  commit  any  act  which  shall  appear 
to  the  Council  disgraceful  in  a  professional  respect  shall 
give  an  explanation,  and  in  default,  or  if  such  explanation 
shall  be  unsatisfactory,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  censure  of 
the  Council. 

If  the  fault  is  a  grave  one  he  comes  under  Clause  2, 
which  enacts  that  if  complaint  is  made  by  a  member  in 
writing  with  his  name  attached,  that  any  member  or  asso¬ 
ciate  has  been  guilty  of  any  actor  conduct  which  is  contrary 
to  the  interest  of  the  Society,  or  in  violation  of  its  laws  and 
regulations,  and  the  Council  be  of  opinion  that  the  offence 
is  of  such  a  character,  the  accused  is  to  be  called  on  for  an 
explanation,  and  in  default  of  explanation,  or  if  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  two  members  of  Council  are  to  communicate  personally 
or  by  letter  with  the  accused,  and  to  report  to  the  Council, 
whereupon  any  member  of  Council  may  give  notice  of  motion 
for  the  removal  of  the  name,  and  the  matter  is  to  he  dealt 
with  at  the  next  Council  meeting. 

Dentists, — The  provisions  of  the  Dentists’  Act  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeons’  Act  of  1881. 

Stock  Exchange.- — Members  of  the  Stock  Exchage  are  not 
allowed  to  advertise  under  penalty  of  expulsion. 

Recognising  fully  the  importance  of  the  fact  that  any¬ 
one  removed  from  the  Register  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  may 
appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  to  be  reinstated,  if  it  be  possible, 
we  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Col¬ 
lege  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  to  schedule  those  offences  which 
they  deem  to  constitute  conduct  disgraceful  in  a  professional 
respect,”  and  submit  it  to  the  Privy  Council  for  their  ap- 
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proval  or  otherwise.  We  believe^  on  proper  representation, 
that  the  Privy  Council  would  adopt  the  views  expressed  by 
the  Courts  of  Queen’s  Bench  and  Appeal  in  reference  to 
the  Medical  Council — i.  e.  that  they,  the  Council,  are  the  best 
judges  of  what  is  disgraceful  conduct  in  a  professional  sense. 

I  would  submit  that  among  others  the  following  are 
matters  worthy  our  discussion  this  evening.  The  desira¬ 
bility  of  taking  action  in  this  direction,  and,  if  agreed  on, 
the  method  of  procedure  with  respect  to — 

Covering. — To  what  extent  should  unqualified  assistants 
be  employed?  In  the  practice  of  human  medicine  the 
administrators  of  the  law  regard  as  implicit  fraud  any 
claim  of  payment  for  the  service  of  such  substitute 
assistants”  when  it  is  represented  as  medical  attendance. 
The  owner  of  a  branch  practice  cannot  get  a  claim  allowed 
for  the  service  of  his  ^^unregistered  substitute;”  moreover 
the  protection  of  a  cover”  does  not  enable  the  unregis¬ 
tered  practitioner  to  recover  charges.  In  consideration  of 
the  diference  in  ostensible  value  of  man  and  the  lower  ani¬ 
mals  it  is  questionable  if  such  would  be  sustained  in  all  in¬ 
stances  in  cases  of  veterinary  surgeons,  but  with  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  unqualified  men  it  behoves  us  to 
give  the  matter  our  attention.  At  the  same  time  it  opens 
up  the  question  of  the  desirability  of  veterinary  surgeons 
allowing  their  names  to  appear  in  connection  with  shoeing 
forges  not  under  their  control,  &c.  &c. 

Advertising . — By  advertising  we  are  using  trade”  means 
for  ‘^professional”  purposes.  This  would  constitute  an 
offence  sufficient  to  cause  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  dentist  to 
be  struck  off  the  Register,  a  stockbroker  to  be  expelled  from, 
the  Stock  Exchange,  and  a  solicitor  to  be  severely  censured 
or  even  suspended  by  the  Law  Society.  The  Medical 
Council  recently  sustained  its  action  in  this  respect  in  the 
case  of  Partridge  before  mentioned. 

If  the  action  of  one  individual  can  afPect  the  community 
we  cannot  but  think  that  the  veterinary  profession  suffers 
from  this  practice.  Our  newspapers  and  periodicals  too 
often  bring  this  painfully  to  mind.  While  veterinary  sur¬ 
geons  are  allowed  to  issue  advertisements  of  such  a  disgrace¬ 
ful  nature  as  to  call  forth  from  a  very  keen  editor  the  remark 
that  “  to  comment  on  it  would  be  like  painting  the  lily,”  it 
is  fair  to  assume  that  the  public  will  conclude  “  that  birds 
of  a  feather  flock  together,”  and  unfortunately  these  are  so 
numerous  as  not  to  be  met  by  the  adage,  “  One  swallow  does 
not  make  a  summer.”  Whether  or  not  it  would  be  best  to 
suppress  all  advertising  may  be  a  matter  of  question,  but 
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there  is  no  room  for  doubting  that  all  fair  means  should  be 
used  to  put  a  stop  to  such  infamous  practice  as  that  above 
referred  to. 

Under  this  head  may  be  considered  sign-boards/’  cards 
containing  nauseous  puffing,  scale  of  charges,  &c.,  and  their 
exhibition  and  distribution  in  public-houses  ;  those  making 
invidious  comparisons,  as  that  appearing  in  last  week^s 
Record, 

Soliciting  Practice  from  Clients  of  other  Practitioners, — 
Sundry  devices  for  the  same,  such  as  directing  letters  un¬ 
solicited,  containing  offers  to  do  professional  work  at  com¬ 
paratively  low  prices. 

Answering  queries  of  correspondents  in  lay  press  in  cases 
which  honestly  can  be  treated  only  in  situ  by  veterinary 
surgeons. 

Exposing  medicine  for  sale  in  shops,  &c.,  without  con¬ 
sultation  or  attendance. 

Practising  other  professions  or  branches  of  them  without 
the  legal  qualification  of  such  professions. 

Subscribing  after  the  name  certain  letters,  as  M.K-.C.V.L., 
or  M.E,.C.y.S.  L.  and  E.,  or  words  London”  or  London 
and  Edinburgh.”  There  being  only  one  E-oyal  College  of 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  any  of  these  additions  must  be  undue 
assumptions ;  F.V.M.A.,  &c.,  we  also  often  find  appended, 
and  though  the  legal  right  may  not  be  disputed,  it  implies 
no  professional  qualification,  and  we  think  should  be  dis¬ 
countenanced. 

Use  of  College  Crest  and  Though  this  or  the  fore¬ 

going  can  scarcely  by  anyone  be  regarded  as  infamous  in  a 
professional  or  other  sense,  we  do  not  find  the  analogous 
practice  adopted  by  barristers,  solicitors,  physicians,  sur¬ 
geons,  &c.,  and  it  is  to  us  difficult  to  discover  what  useful 
purpose  it  can  serve. 

This  is  probably  not  an  inclusive  list,  but  we  hope  it  may 
afford  matter  sufficient  to  initiate  a  discussion. 

It  will  probably  be  said,  with  a  great  deal  of  truth,  that 
where  an  individual  possesses  the  essential  qualifications  of 
a  gentleman  he  will  have  accorded  to  him  a  gentleman^s 
privileges.  If  human  life  were  not  so  short  this  would 
probably  always  obtain,  but  I  fear  we  may  not  yet  regard 
the  title  of  veterinary  surgeon  a  passport  to  the  society  of 
the  learned  or  the  great.  Yet  there  are  many  members  of 
our  profession  who,  as  a  result  of  their  individualities, 
occupy  enviable  social  positions ;  but  we  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  the  view  that  attainment  is  rendered  more  difficult 
and  slower  by  the  action  of  others  within  our  pale. 
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We  believe  much  of  the  conduct  which  may  in  future  he 
regarded  as  disgraceful  in  a  professional  sense  ”  results 
from  want  of  proper  understanding  on  the  point,  and  that 
when  those  matters  constituting  it  are  more  clearly  defined 
and  brought  to  notice  many  disabilities  will  be  removed. 
We  beg  to  be  allowed  here  to  express  the  hope  that,  as  far 
as  possible,  disagreeable  personalities  may  be  avoided.  The 
subject  at  this  juncture  affords  field  for  discussion  rather 
than  stricture. 

Though  the  initiative  must  remain  with  the  Council,  I 
think  its  hands  may  be  materially  strengthened  by  the  action 
of  veterinary  medical  societies,’through  whose  discussions  the 
feelings  of  the  profession  are  made  manifest,  and  whose 
laws  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  provide  for  the  exclusion  or 
expulsion  of  members  of  the  profession  who  had  been  guilty 
of  what  many  societies  may  deem  unprofessional  conduct, 
particularly  when  this  is  possibly  insufficient  for  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Veterinary  Surgeons. 

In  conclusion  we  must  acknowledge  most  gratefully  the 
ample  and  courteous  assistance  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  the  able 
Solicitor  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons, 
from  whose  communication  we  have  more  than  once 
transcribed. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chairman  Professor  Penberthy 
consented  to  the  postponement  of  discussion  upon  his 
paper  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

A  Post-mortem  Specimen. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Butters  laid  upon  the  table  for  inspection 
the  under  jaw  of  a  horse  upon  which  he  had  operated. 
He  explained  that  there  were  spaces  between  the  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  molars,  into  which  the  food  had  got  and 
become  foetid.  He  had  been  generally  told  that  the  cure 
for  this  was  to  extract  one  of  the  teeth  and  leave  a  large 
opening  in  which  the  food  did  not  accumulate.  The  horse 
in  question  rather  differed  from  similar  cases  he  had  seen, 
inasmuch  as,  instead  of  one  only,  it  had  two  weak  teeth 
between  the  second  and  third  and  fourth  and  fifth.  He 
extracted  the  accumulated  food  and  filled  the  space  with 
gutta  percha,  and  the  horse  did  very  well  until  a  short  time 
ago.  He  was  told  by  his  friend  Mr.  Shipley,  of  Yarmouth, 
that  in  some  parts  of  the  country  this  form  of  disease  was 
very  prevalent — more  usual  in  the  lower  than  the  upper 
jaw — and  that  the  course  followed  was  that  of  extraction. 
Personally  he  had  never  met  with  a  case  in  the  upper  jaw. 
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Mr,  A.  Rogerson  thought  that  their  thanks  were  due  to 
Mr.  Butters  for  bringing  this  specimen  under  their  notice^ 
for  it  was  rather  an  important  one,  seeing  that  disease  of  the 
molars  was  not  very  common.  He  considered  it  was  very 
essential  that  in  examining  horses  they  should  pay  particu¬ 
lar  attention  to  their  molars,  especially  in  London,  where 
horses  had  to  be  fed  upon  hard  and  short  food.  The  accu¬ 
mulation  of  food  in  the  vacant  spaces  caused  great  pain  to 
the  animal.  He  thought  that  at  the  time  of  their  passing  a 
horse  into  a  large  stud  an  examination  of  the  molars  was 
very  often  neglected,  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  bestow  more  attention  upon  this  kind  of  disease.  It 
was  a  very  serious  thing  for  a  horse  to  be  so  affected ;  it 
would  never  do  well,  and  always  be  a  source  of  trouble. 
They  might  talk  about  extracting  molars,  but  it  was  easier 
to  speak  about  it  than  to  do  it. 

General  and  Veterinary  Education,^^ 

The  adjourned  discussion  on  Captain  Raymond's  paper 
was  resumed. 

Professor  Penherthy  again  denied  that  by  the  word  fad,” 
which  he  had  before  used,  and  to  which  objection  was  taken, 
he  meant  anything  more  than  a  possible  specialised  idea” 
on  the  part  of  an  examiner  which  might  militate  against  the 
success  of  a  candidate.  Teachers  were  told  at  the  previous 
meeting  that  they  were  human,  and  that  the  difficulty  of 
teachers  becoming  examiners  could  not  be  overcome  until  a 
certain  trait  of  human  nature  was  annihilated.  Well,  exa¬ 
miners — and  he  was  pleased  to  say  that  all  the  examiners 
whom  he  had  known  were  personal  friends  of  his — were 
human  as  well  as  teachers,  and  were  liable  to  be  affected  in 
the  same  way ;  but  he  had  sat  eleven  years  with  examiners, 
and  he  never  found  the  latter  acting  unfairly  towards 
students  who  presented  themselves  for  examination.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  had  known  those  gentlemen  exercise  the 
utmost  fairness,  if  not  leniency,  towards  students.  Still 
there  was  a  possibility  of  examiners  having  specialised  ideas 
— he  would  not  call  them  ‘‘  fads,” — and  with  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  examiners  the  chances  of  the  students  having 
to  contend  against  specialised  ideas  would  be  augmented. 
He  related  an  incident  in  his  own  experience  as  a  student 
presenting  himself  for  examination,  when  a  particular  exa¬ 
miner,  now  deceased,  put  to  him  a  particular  question,  which 
was  evidently  a  favourite  question  with  him,  as  he  subse¬ 
quently  found  that  precisely  the  same  question  had  been 
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put  to  other  students  by  that  gentleman,  who,  being  prepared 
with  the  proper  answer,  readily  satisfied  the  examiner.  Turn¬ 
ing  to  the  scheme  propounded  in  Captain  Raymond's  paper, 
the  professor  said  he  had  given  his  adhesion  to  that  scheme, 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  that  it  had  been  received  with  so 
much  favour.  It  embodied  the  progressive  ideas  of  the 
Council.  As  to  the  schools,  he  admitted  that  they  were 
open  to  improvement ;  but  the  profession,  w^hen  speaking  of 
graduates,  had  really  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
schools.  The  door  of  the  profession  was  kept  by  the  Council 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  and  the  Council 
gave  the  keys  of  the  door  to  the  examiners.  If  the  examiners 
admitted  students  unfitted  for  membership,  and  allowed 
them  to  pass  examinations,  the  College  as  a  whole  were  not 
responsible  for  this  serious  state  of  things  if  it  really  existed. 
With  respect  to  the  proposed  four  years^  course,  he  did  not 
think  its  desirableness  could  be  disputed  if  it  were  practi¬ 
cable,  If  the  plan  could  be  worked  with  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  if  the  probable  gain  in  the  professional  career  of  a 
veterinary  surgeon  was  deemed  worthy  of  the  initial  expen¬ 
diture  that  the  plan  entailed,  then — he  said — let  them  have 
a  four  years^  course.  He  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  idea 
that  they  should  have  two  classes  of  practice.  Did  they  find 
that  clergymen,  cultured  and  refined  men  from  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Universities,  who  in  pursuit  of  their  calling 
mixed  with  the  lowest  and  vilest  classes  at  the  East  End, 
were  the  less  refined  and  gentlemanlike  because  of  their 
surroundings?  No.  Nor  need  the  business  associations  of 
a  veterinary  surgeon  render  him  less  of  a  gentleman.  (Ap. 
plause.) 

Captain  Raymond  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  reply  in  detail  to  the  remarks  which  his 
paper  had  evoked.  It  appeared  to  him  that  those  who  were 
in  favour  of  the  four  years’  scheme  and  those  who  were 
opposed  to  it  had  answered  one  another.  There  were  two 
questions,  however,  which  the  chairman  would  put  to  them 
presently.  One  was  whether  they  were  in  favour  of  higher 
general  education,  and  the  other  whether  they  approved  of 
the  four  years’  scheme.  As  they  were  probably  aware,  the 
four  years’  scheme  had  passed  the  sub-committee  of  the 
Council,  and  it  would  come  before  the  general  committee  of 
that  body.  Two  rocks  were  ahead  with  which,  he  thought, 
they  should  be  acquainted.  The  professors  of  some  of  the 
colleges  opposed  the  change.  Those  of  the  London  College, 
for  instance,  opposed  it,  he  was  told  by  four  to  one.  Other 
professors  were  antagonistic,  including  Professor  McCall 
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One  or  two  others  were  opposed  to  it  or  had  doubts  about 
it.  He  did  not  know  the  names  of  the  professors  of  the 
London  College  opposed  to  the  scheme.  On  the  other 
handj  he  believed  that  Professor  Brown  was  favorable, 
also  Professor  Axe.  Professor  Penberthy  was,  as  he  said, 
favorable.  Professor  Macqueen,  too,  was.  Captain  Ray¬ 
mond  thought,  in  favour  of  the  scheme.  Professor  Shave, 
with  other  Professors,  including,  he  (Captain  Raymond) 
believed,  Professor  Wild,  were  against  it.  He  had  not  yet 
heard  from  all  the  Scotch  professors,  but  at  any  rate  the 
examiners  as  a  body  were  in  favour  of  the  project.  Well, 
the  opposition  he  had  indicated  was  one  of  the  rocks  ahead 
which  they  would  have  to  meet  on  the  Council.  The  other 
rock  ahead  was  the  question  of  expense.  Mr.  Thatcher 
had  gone  minutely  into  this  question.  Taking  the  existing 
three  years^  scheme  as  it  worked  in  1891,  he  found  a 
resultant  profit  for  the  year  of  £884  6s.  \0d. ;  and  he  esti¬ 
mated  that,  in  regard  to  the  four  years’  scheme,  there  would 
be  an  annual  profit  of  £833  3s.  4d,  Hence  there  was  a 
reduced  profit  of  £51  3s.  6d.,  but,  in  the  calculations  upon 
which  the  estimated  yearly  profit  of  the  four  years’  scheme 
were  based,  £336  was  set  down  as  the  annual  cost  of  speci¬ 
mens,  which  was  a  great  deal  more  than  the  sum  likely  to 
he  required.  Allowing  £200  for  specimens — which,  too, 
might  be  regarded  as  an  excessive  estimate- — the  four  years’ 
scheme  would  yield  an  annual  profit  of  £969  3s.  4d.  Hence 
they  would  realise  that  the  four  years’  scheme,  properly 
worked  out,  was  a  perfectly  feasible  one. 

Professor  Penberthy.'— what  is  the  income  of  the 
four  years’  scheme  based  ?  Do  you  base  it  upon  the  amount 
of  the  fees  now  allowed  by  Act  of  Parliament — £13  13s. — 
and  will  the  four  years’  scheme  upon  that  basis  yield  £969 
annually  1 

Captain  Raymond. — No,  we  assume  that  the  Charter  will 
pass,  and  that  we  shall  have  increased  fees,  but  these  calcu¬ 
lations  do  not  go  to  the  limit  of  the  increase.  We  have 
allowed  eighteen  guineas.  While  the  debit  side  of  the 
account  has  been  over-calculated,  the  credit  side  has  been 
underestimated.  We  have  proceeded,  as  we  think,  cau¬ 
tiously  and  safely. 

Professor  Macqueen. — Has  the  number  of  students  been 
ascertained  ? 

Captain  Raymond. — The  number  of  students  has  been 
taken  on  the  three  years  scheme  in  1891. 

Professor  Macqueen. — For  the  four  years’  scheme  ? 

Captain  Raymond. — Some  gentlemen  say  that  under  the 
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four  years’  scheme  we  shall  have  an  increased  number  of 
students,  others  say  there  will  be  fewer.  We  will  leave 
them  to  fight  that  matter  out.  Our  estimate  is  based  upon 
the  probability  of  there  being  as  many  students  under  the 
four  years’  scheme  as  there  were  under  the  three  years’ 
scheme  in  1891. 

Professor  Macqueen, — But  you  assume  you  will  have  a 
maximum  fee  of  eighteen  guineas  ? 

Captain  Raymond, — Yes. 

Professor  Macqueen. — To  have  that  amount  you  require 
a  Charter. 

Captain  Raymond. — But  we  shall  get  the  Charter.  This 
scheme  will  not  come  in  force  until  a  long  time  after  we 
have  acquired  a  Charter. 

Professor  Macqueen. — After  we  are  dead. 

Captain  Raymond. — No,  three  years  after  we  have  got 
the  Charter.  He  proceeded  to  thank  Professor  Penberthy 
and  other  gentlemen  for  the  complimentary  allusions  they 
had  made  to  his  paper,  but  he  said  he  was  not  entirely 
deserving  of  their  praise.  The  four  years’  scheme  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  his  invention,  nor  was  it  an  English  or  Scotch 
invention,  but  rather  a  German  or  French  one.  He  derived 
the  scheme  from  Germany,  and  he  would  willingly  have 
relinquished  the  task  of  bringing  it  before  that  Society  to 
some  other  gentleman.  The  greatest  share  of  the  work  had 
been  done  by  others,  and  his  part  had  only  really  been  that 
of  a  sort  of  editor  in  a  small  way. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hurndall, 

The  Chairman  put  the  proposition — Are  you  in  favour 
of  a  higher  general  education  ?” 

The  meeting  unanimously  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chairman. — The  next  proposition  is — Are  you  in 
favour  of  a  four  years’  scheme  ?” 

Professor  Shave. — Does  the  scheme  mean  a  four  years’ 
course  of  study  and  four  separate  examinations  ? 

Captain  Raymond. — Not  a  four  years’  course  of  study. 
We  can  only  concern  ourselves  with  examinations. 

Professor  Shave. — It  is  the  four  examinations  I  mean. 

Professor  Macqueen. — Is  it  Captain  Baymond’s  scheme 
we  are  asked  to  vote  upon,  or  the  scheme  issued  from  this 
building  the  other  day  ? 

Captain  Raymond. — The  scheme  submitted  is  not  my 
scheme;  it  is  the  general  scheme  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Council. 

Professor  Penberthy. — I  submit  we  should  take  a  more 
general  vote  instead  of  binding  ourselves  to  details.  Why 
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not  substitute  the  word  ‘^course”  for  ^‘scheme”?  Some 
gentlemen  object  to  four  examinations,  but  are  in  favour  of 
a  four  years^  education. 

Captain  Raymond. — I  do  not  see  that  we  as  a  profession 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  course  of  study.  You  under¬ 
stand  what  I  mean ;  we  have  really  no  right  to  interfere 
with  your  schools. 

Professor  Macqueen. — Don’t  say  ‘^your”  schools,  please. 

Captain  Raymond. — Our  schools. 

Mr.  W.  Hunting. — Half  those  in  this  room  will  not  vote 
for  those  four  years.  A.s  a  matter  of  fact  the  Council  only 
four  days  ago  sent  this  scheme  to  professors  and  examiners, 
with  a  view  of  getting  their  opinions  upon  it.  Answers 
have  not  been  received  yet.  Two  or  three  points  will  have 
to  be  considered. 

The  Chairman  then,  with  the  consent  of  the  meeting, 
altered  the  form  of  the  proposition,  and  put  the  question — 

Are  you  in  favour  of  a  four  years’  course  of  study.” 

The  meeting  voted  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hurndall,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hunting, 
the  Secretary  was  invited  to  send  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons  and  to  the  diiferent  veterinary  medical  societies  in 
England  and  Scotland  respectively,  with  a  request,  in  the 
case  of  the  latter,  to  favour  the  Central  Veterinary  Medical 
Society  with  an  expression  of  their  views ;  whether  they 
were  in  accord  with  or  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  and  in 
the  former  event  how  far  they  were  prepared  to  co-operate 
in  the  effort  to  realise  the  objects  mentioned. 

Mr.  Hunting  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Captain 
Raymond  for  his  paper,  and  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken 
in  obtaining  and  placing  so  much  valuable  information 
before  that  Society  and  the  profession.  He  thought  that 
they  would  all  agree  that  no  man  could  have  put  more 
enthusiasm  into  his  subject,  and  no  man  could  have 
brought  it  more  fully  before  them  than  Captain  Raymond 
had. 

Mr.  Samson,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  remarked  that 
the  time  and  trouble — -to  say  nothing  of  the  expense — 
which  Captain  Raymond  had  devoted  to  his  task  must  have 
been  very  considerable,  and  he  was  entitled  to  their  best 
thanks. 

The  motion  was  carried  7iem.  con.,  as  was  a  vote  of 
thanks,  moved  by  Mr.  Rogerson,  and  seconded  by  Mr, 
Rickards,  to  Mr.  Butters  for  the  specimen  which  he  had 
brought  to  the  meeting. 
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Mr.  Willett,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons, 
was  nominated  a  member  of  the  Society. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 

H.  G.  Rogers,  Hon,  Sec. 
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\_We  regret  that  the  great  pressure  on  our  pages  should  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  publication  of  this  meeting  at  an  earlier  dateP^ 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Counties  Veterinary 
Association  was  held  on  Friday,  February  12th,  1892,  at 
the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham.  Mr.  J.  Malcolm,  Presi¬ 
dent,  occupied  the  chair. 

Present. — Professor  McCall,  of  Glasgow ;  and  Messrs. 
W.  Hunting,  London;  Stanley  Carless,  Worcester;  H. 
Pinkett,  Worcester;  F.  L.  Gooch,  Stamford;  J.  E.  Cart¬ 
wright,  R.  Cartwright,  E.  Beddard,  Wolverhampton ;  R. 
Wilson,  Mark  Tidy,  E.  Price,  H.  M.  Stanley,  A.  L.  Gibson, 
J.  Blakeway,  J.  M.  Parker,  Birmingham ;  H.  Barrett, 
Nuneaton ;  J.  A.  Gold,  Redditch  ;  A.  Over,  Rugby;  J.  Coe, 
Stoke-on-Trent;  H.  L.  Pemberton,  Bridgnorth;  N.  Horton, 
Warwick;  Dr.  Manley,  H.  Collett,  H.  J.  Dawes,  West 
Bromwich;  G.  Russell,  Sandiacre ;  B.  Freer,  Uppingham ; 
F.  W.  Barling,  Ross;  G.  Smith,  Tunstall ;  W.  Carless,  E. 
J.  Carless,  Stafford;  R.  Trigger,  Newcastle  (Staffs);  H. 
Olver,  Tamworth;  F.  Warmington,  Sutton;  T.  Butcher, 
Cleobury  Mortimer ;  A.  E.  Paley,  Walsall ;  J.  Wright, 
Kidderminster. 

Visitors. — Dr.  Hill,  Medical  Officer  for  Birmingham ; 
Messrs.  E.  Faulkner,  Manchester  ;  R.  Irving,  London  ;  and 
J.  Farndale  and  W.  W.  Collins,  Birmingham.  Letters  of 
apology  were  received  from  Professors  Penberthy,  Prit¬ 
chard,  Axe,  McFadyean,  Walley,  Williams,  Sir  H.  L. 
Simpson,  Dr.  Fleming,  Messrs.  Kenyon,  and  others. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  J.  Dawes)  read  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Blakeway,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of 
condolence  which  the  Association  had  passed  at  a  former 
meeting. 

Mr.  A.  Over  nominated  for  election  as  a  member  of  the 
Association  Mr.  John  Thompson,  of  Coventry ;  Mr.  Stanley 
Carless  nominated  Mr.  Thomas  Huband,  of  Cheltenham  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  M.  Stanley  nominated  Mr.  G.  Prickett. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Paley, 
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the  Association  elected  Mr.  John  Wright,  of  Kidderminster, 
as  one  of  their  members. 

The  President  moved  the  election  of  Mr.  Barling,  of  Boss, 
as  his  successor  in  the  chair.  He  said  that  Mr.  Barling  was 
one  of  the  oldest  members  who  had  not  yet  occupied  the 
chair.  There  were  several  other  members  whom  he  would 
have  been  pleased  to  nominate,  but  he  hoped  that  Mr.  Bar- 
ling^s  nomination  would  be  acceptable.  (Hear,  hear.)  Al¬ 
though  he  came  from  a  very  great  distanee,  Mr.  Barling  was 
a  very  regular  attendant  at  their  meetings. 

Mr,  A.  Over  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried 
nem,  con. 

As  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Coe,  Stoke,  and  F.  L.  Gooch, 
Stamford,  were  unanimously  elected. 

The  President  eleet  took  occasion  to  say  at  this  point  that 
he  was  deeply  obliged  to  the  members  for  the  honour  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him.  He  did  not  hope  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the 
office  as  well  as  his  friend  Mr.  Malcolm  had  done,  but  if  the 
members  would  take  him  as  he  was  he  would  do  the  very 
best  he  could  for  the  Association.  (Applause.)  He  under¬ 
stood  that  it  lay  with  him  to  nominate  the  Seeretary,  and  he 
had  great  pleasure  in  moving  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Dawes. 
This  was  seconded  by  the  President,  who  said  he  was  sure 
that  a  more  capable  Secretary  than  Mr.  Dawes  could  not  be 
found.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  done  the  work  of  the  past 
year  both  efficiently  and  punctually. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr,  A,  L,  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr, 
Over,  Mr.  John  Blakeway  was  appointed  Treasurer  in  the 
room  of  his  late  father.  In  putting  the  proposition  to  the  vote, 
the  President  said  he  was  confident  that  Mr.  Blakeway 
would  make  an  admirable  Treasurer.  He  was  a  son  of  his 
father,  and  more  it  was  impossible  to  say. 

Mr.  Trigger  proposed  the  appointment  of  Mr.  W.  Carless, 
of  Stafford,  as  a  Life  Governor  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  ;  and, 
having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  H.  Barrett,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  annual  balance-sheet  having  been  read  by  Mr.  Blake¬ 
way,  he  then  thanked  the  meeting  for  the  honour  of  election  to 
the  treasurership.  He  felt  that  they  had  chosen  a  poor  sub¬ 
stitute  for  the  Treasurer  they  had  lost.  When  he  reminded 
them  that  his  father  undertook  the  office  in  1877,  with  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £4 175.  \Qd.,  and  resigned  it  in  1891  with 
a  balance  of  £176  7s.  4c?.,  they  would  see  that  it  would  be 
no  easy  thing  to  repeat  his  success. 

The  President  regretted  to  say  that  since  their  last  meeting 
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they  had  lost  another  of  their  valued  members,  namely,  Mr. 
O.  J.  Hills,  of  Leamington.  For  many  years  Mr.  Hills  was 
a  very  regular  attendant  at  their  meetings,  and  took  an 
earnest  interest  in  the  proceedings.  He  moved  that  the 
Secretary  be  requested  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Mrs. 
Hills  on  the  loss  of  her  husband. 

The  President  elect  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  of  nominating  a  candidate  for  election  on 
the  Council  was  broached  by  the  President,  who,  however, 
said  that  some  of  them,  himself  among  the  number,  thought 
they  might  almost  rest  satisfied  with  what  was  done  last 
year.  The  majority  of  the  members  who  retired  this  year 
were  able  men ;  and,  seeing  that  they  had  accepted  the 
reforms  which  the  profession  desired,  the  members  might 
perhaps,  without  any  fear  of  the  consequences,  be  prepared 
to  support  their  re-election.  Of  course  the  matter  was 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Trigger  thought  the  meeting  might  well  consider  the 
question  a  little  before  passing  it  by.  It  did  strike  him  that 
they  had  amongst  them  one  gentleman  who  was  pre-emi¬ 
nently  calculated  to  represent  them.  He  alluded  to  their 
President.  (Hear,  hear.)  No  doubt  Mr.  Malcolm  had  a 
perfectly  safe  seat  as  a  Vice-President,  but  it  was  for  them 
to  say  whether  or  not  they  looked  upon  a  Vice-President 
exactly  as  a  representative  of  a  district.  Under  the  present 
system,  which  would  very  shortly  and  very  properly  be 
reformed,  Vice-Presidents  were  elected,  not  by  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  but  by  the  Council  only.  Moreover,  although  his  seat 
in  that  capacity  was  safe,  he  had  to  come  up  for  election  every 
year.  Meanwhile  there  were  very  important  questions  before 
the  profession,  and  Mr.  Malcolm  took  very  enlightened  views 
on  them  all.  He  had  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  with  him 
as  a  Vice-President  for  two  years,  and  although  they  had  not 
always  voted  on  precisely  the  same  lines,  he  had  learned  to 
see  in  Mr.  Malcolm  a  most  able  man,  and  a  man  who,  being 
free  from  bias  or  party-spirit,  voted  according  to  views  he 
conscientiously  took  of  the  interests  of  the  profession.  Mr. 
Malcolm  might  of  course  prefer  the  safe  seat ;  but,  if  he 
might  be  allowed  to  do  so,  he  would  move  that  they  should 
nominate  him  for  election  as  their  representative. 

Mr.  Olver  seconded  the  motion.  All  of  them,  he  said,  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  judging  from  the  reports  in  the 
Veterinary  Journal  the  capabilities  of  Mr.  Malcolm,  as 
shown  during  his  vice-presidency,  and  they  were  all  agreed 
that  they  could  not  send  a  better  man  to  the  Council  Chamber 
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than  he.  In  nominating  him  they  should  not  omit  to  follow 
the  former  practice  of  asking  other  Associations  to  join  them 
in  securing  his  election. 

The  President  said  he  rather  regretted  that  they  had 
brought  his  name  forward  in  this  connection ;  but  if  they 
were  not  satisfied  with  what  those  gentlemen  had  done  in 
the  direction  of  reform,  they  were  clearly  entitled  to  make  a 
nomination.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought  there  was  no 
fear  of  those  retiring  refusing  to  accept  and  carry  out  the 
reforms  which  were  desired ;  but  he  left  the  matter  with  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Olver. — May  I  suggest  that  there  are  six  retiring,  and 
that  we  can  still  vote  for  five  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Trigger. — It  is  not  quite  certain,  either,  that  all  these 
gentlemen  will  seek  re-election.  I  donT  wish  to  throw  out 
any  of  them.  I  make  the  nomination  simply  with  a  view  to 
test  the  wishes  of  this  Association. 

Mr.  Hunting  (London)  was  of  opinion  that  the  Midland 
Association,  which  was  a  very  strong  body,  would  show  a 
considerable  want  of  backbone  if  it  seemed  to  take  no  interest 
in  the  politics  of  thelprofession.  Certainly  Mr.  Malcolm’s 
opinions  and  votes  would  not  be  the  same  as  those  of  all  the 
six  retiring  members  ;  and  if  it  was  thought  that  on  any 
question  Mr.  Malcolm  might  vote  one  way  and  they  the 
other,  it  would  surely  be  a  little  bit  weak  to  declare  that 
they  were  all  good  men.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  four  of  the  six 
were  steadily  and  powerfully  opposed  to  every  single  reform 
which  the  profession  had  struggled  to  obtain.  Surely  it 
would  need  a  very  heavy  weight  of  ability  to  press  down  the 
scale  if  any  one  of  those  four  were  to  be  put  in  the  balance 
against  Mr.  Malcolm.  (Hear,  hear.) 

There  being  no  other  nomination  Mr.  Trigger  put  the 
motion  to  the  vote,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously  amid 
applause.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  by  a  corollary 
resolution  to  seek  the  support  of  other  associations  for  the 
nominee.  Subsequently  Mr.  Malcolm  intimated  that  on 
reconsideration  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  be  a 
candidate. 

After  some  discussion  raised  by  Mr.  Olver  in  pursuance 
of  notice,  it  was  resolved  that  the  meetings  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  should  in  future  be  held  alternately  on  the  second 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  of  February,  May,  August,  and 
November. 

Mr.  Trigger  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  at  the  next 
meeting  that  two  of  the  meetings  in  every  year  shall  be 
held  in  Birmingham.” 
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The  President  introduced  to  the  meeting  Professor  McCall, 
and  welcomed  the  professor  to  the  Midlands  on  that,  the 
occasion  of  his  first  visit. 

Professor  McCall,  of  Glasgow,  read  a  paper  on  Luxation 
of  the  Patella, which  has  been  already  published  in  our 
March  number,  p.  172. 

Discussion, 

The  President, — I  am  sure  we  are  much  indebted  to  Pro¬ 
fessor  McCall  for  the  new  light  he  has  thrown  upon  this 
affliction.  I  am  especially  delighted  that  he  should  have  had 
the  courage  to  come  and  give  us  a  practical  lecture.  Lately 
most  of  our  lectures  have  been  upon  pathological  subjects, 
and  members  have  said  they  were  practical  men,  and  if  we 
only  had  practical  subjects  they  would  enter  into  discussion 
more  thoroughly.  I  will  not  now  stand  in  their  way,  and  I 
trust  the  paper  will,  as  it  deserves,  elicit  a  good  discussion. 

Mr,  Hunting. — I  don’t  remember  having  seen  the  explana¬ 
tion  Professor  McCall  has  given,  and  it  has  never  occurred 
to  me,  but  I  think  he  has  clearly  shown  how  some  of  these 
otherwise  unexplainable  cases  occur.  We  have  a  somewhat 
analogous  case  in  the  fore-leg,  where  you  have  a  dropping 
of  the  limb  from  spraining  of  the  muscles  above  the  elbow ; 
so  the  angle  of  the  stifle  is  maintained  by  the  muscles  filling 
up  the  angle  between  the  ilium  and  the  stifle.  All  his  cases 
bear  upon  the  same  thing,  point  to  a  common  explanation, 
and  are,  I  think,  susceptible  of  no  other.  I  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  he  is  wrong  in  saying  that  there  is  no  reference  in  the 
journals  to  this  disease.  I  have  a  recollection  of  a  discussion 
on  the  subject  in  the  Veterinary  Journal,  some  gentlemen 
having  formulated  a  theory  not  noticed  to-day,  that  the  patella 
was  not  really  luxated  at  all,  but  was  simply  raised  to  the 
highest  part  of  the  surface  upon  which  it  works.  It  is 
remarkable  that  that  should  have  been  the  case,  because  it  is 
utterly  opposed  to  the  explanation  of  Professor  McCall.  In 
one  case  you  would  require  some  spasmodic  contraction  of 
the  muscles,  in  the  other  debility  and  relaxation.  Again, 
some  time  ago  in  the  Record  I  extracted — stole,  if  you  like 
(laughter) — from  the  Australasian  Veterinary  Journal  not 
only  a  case,  but  three  illustrations,  in  which  Mr.  Cameron, 
I  think  a  Scotch  student  originally,  but  now  attached  to 
Professor  Kendall’s  College,  gave  drawings  of  a  luxated 
patella,  which  he  says  was  so  very  evident  that  you  could 
push  the  bone  in  and  out  as  you  moved  the  animal.  The 
remarkable  thing  about  the  case  was  that  it  was  opposed  to 
all  our  notions  of  the  position  of  the  limb.  The  angles  of 
Lxv.  29 
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the  hock  and  stifle  were  straight,  as  in  ordinary  case,  but  the 
horse  accommodated  himself,  not  by  putting  the  leg  behind 
him,  but  by  extreme  flexion  of  the  fetlock,  standing  upon 
nearly  the  end  of  the  pastern-bone.  Unfortunately  illustra¬ 
tions  can  be  made  to  show  just  what  the  draughtsman  likes. 
One  thing  is  noteworthy  in  all  these  cases — the  unison  of 
action  between  the  hock  and  the  stifle.  So  far  as  action  goes, 
nobody  is  able  to  say  whether  the  horse  is  lame  in  the  stifle 
or  the  hock.  You  hear  men  say,  The  action  suggested 
hock  lameness.^^  I  donT  dispute  it ;  but  it  must  equally 
have  suggested  stifle  lameness.  I  have  to  thank  Professor 
McCall  for  having  really  taught  me  something  about  stifle 
ailments. 

Mr.  Trigger. — Like  every  one  else  in  this  room  I  have  list¬ 
ened  with  very  great  interest  and  considerable  profit  to  the 
able  remarks  of  Professor  McCall,  and,  like  Mr.  Hunting,  I 
have  found  myself  a  student  again,  and  rubbed  up  some  little 
of  my  anatomy,  which  had  probably  got  as  rusty  as  certain 
stifle-joints  I  have  seen.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  I  have  had  an 
impression  that  of  late  years  we  have  diagnosed  more  cases 
of  stifle  lameness  than  we  used  to.  In  my  apprentice  days, 
if  a  horse  was  not  lame  in  the  hock  it  was  lame  in  the  hip. 
But,  independently  of  luxation,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
stifle  lameness  is  far  more  common  than  even  now  we  think 
it,  and  that  in  many  cases  we  get  the  grave  complication  of 
disease  of  the  articular  cartilage.  I  know  of  no  ailment 
wherein  rest  during  the  early  stage  is  more  essential  than  it 
is  in  stifle-joint  lameness.  I  think  we  ought  to  educate  our 
eyes  very  carefully  for  its  diagnosis,  and  the  way  to  do  so 
is  to  take  note  of  the  position  and  action  of  the  limb  in 
cases  where  we  have  actual  knowledge  of  the  seat  of  lame¬ 
ness.  It  has  been  truly  said  that,  as  compared  with  other 
medical  practitioners,  we  are  under  a  disadvantage,  because 
our  patients  cannot  assist  us  by  speech.  We  have  to  trust 
entirely  to  the  educated  eye.  With  regard  to  the  malforma¬ 
tion  case,  I  didnT  quite  catch  the  age  at  which  the  animal 
was  destroyed. 

Professor  McCall. — It  was  a  yearling. 

Mr.  Trigger., — Why  was  the  animal  ever  kept  so  long? 
There  must  have  been  a  very  great  amount  of  atrophy  of  the 
limb.  I  should  like  to  know  whether,  as  the  animal  grew, 
the  muscles  developed  at  all,  or  remained  as  they  were  at 
the  time  of  birth. 

Professor  McCall. — Oh  no.  The  muscles  were  all  con¬ 
siderably  smaller  in  this  limb  than  they  would  normally  have 
been. 
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Mr.  Trigger. — You  very  often  find  luxation  of  the  patella 
in  foals.  You  may  put  it  back  half  a  dozen  times,  and  it 
will  go  on  luxating.  My  idea  is  to  put  a  blister  on  it,  and 
in  many  cases  it  subsides  into  its  natural  position,  and  you 
get  a  perfectly  sound  horse.  I  have,  of  course,  known  other 
cases  where  it  did  not  do  so,  because  the  essential  condition  of 
repose  could  not  be  maintained.  Only  yesterday  a  man  told 
me  he  had  got  a  large  number  of  cases  of  stifle  lameness  in 
his  herd  of  shorthorn  cows.  They  were  of  all  ages.  I  did 
not  satisfy  myself  as  to  how  they  arose.  His  cows  were 
under  the  same  conditions  as  other  people^s  so  far  as  I  could 
see.  You  will  remember  that  an  Irishman  who  was  asked 
by  an  examiner  what  was  the  commonest  cause  of  lameness, 
said  stifle-joint  lameness  ;  ‘^they  get  lame  going  across  on 
the  steamers.  They  cut  the  stifles  and  get  lame."”  (Laughter.) 
He  did  not  get  his  diploma  for  that  answer,  but  after  all 
there  was  something  in  his  answer,  no  doubt. 

Mr.  W.  Carless  (Stafford). — I  may  say,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  I  had  subscribed  to  the  opinion  that  the  internal  lateral 
ligament  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  majority  of  cases  of 
this  ailment.  But  we  know  it  arises  from  a  variety  of  causes 
* — in  old  animals  from  one,  in  young  ones  from  another,  and 
in  cattle  perhaps  from  still  another.  In  cows  it  is  persistent, 
and  you  get  it  at  every  movement  of  the  limb  with  no  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  joint ;  the  cause  is  clearly  either  relaxation 
or  a  rupture  of  the  internal  lateral  ligament,  very  likely  caused 
by  throwing  round  the  limb  to  avoid  bruising  a  full  udder. 
In  foals  we  often  see  it,  and  the  sooner  we  can  say  to  such 
cases,  Best  in  peace,^’  the  better.  (Professor  McCall: 

Hear,  hear.’^)  They  are  best  dead.  They  are  likely  to  be 
a  big  expense  to  the  owner  and  no  credit  to  the  practitioner. 
In  horses  in  high  condition  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
it  very  often  comes  on  through  cramp  of  the  recti  muscles  of 
the  thigh,  and  I  have  treated  them  successfully  by  applying 
strong  counter-irritants  to  the  course  of  the  muscles  from 
the  stifle  up  to  the  ilium,  changing  their  diet  and  giving  a 
dose  of  physic.  That  could  not  have  been  rupture  of  the 
ligament.  At  other  times  I  have  seen  it  in  horses  that  have 
overgrown  their  strength,  two-year-old  colts  that  have  been 
placed  upon  wrong  diet,  and  lack  strength  and  vitality.  Then 
it  may  be  overcome  by  blisters  and  by  nutritious  nitro¬ 
genous  diet.  I  am  not  sure  that  placing  them  on  a  level 
pasture  is  the  best  thing.  If  you  can  confine  them  and  give 
them  moderate  exercise,  I  say  do  so ;  but  I  am  rather  fond 
of  an  undulating  pasture,  because  it  gives  play  to  every 
muscle  and  strength  to  the  whole  muscular  system. 
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Mr,  G.  Smith, — I  have  seen  many  cases  of  luxation,  and 
have  had  very  little  difficulty  in  reducing  or  replacing  the 
patella ;  but  for  stifle-joint  lameness  I  think  we  must  look 
for  something  else  as  a  cause,  as  from  luxation  we  rarely  get 
permanent  lameness. 

Mr,  Olver, —  I  must  thank  Professor  McCall  for  his  able 
paper.  He  has  thrown  a  new  light  upon  the  question.  But 
there  is  one  thing  that  suggests  itself  to  me  which  I  should 
like  to  put  as  a  query.  The  first  case  he  quoted  was  due  to 
a  fracture  of  the  ilium.  Now  fracture  of  the  ilium  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  commonest  fractures,  but  it  is  very  rarely  that  we 
get  luxation  of  the  patella  consequent  upon  that  accident. 
I  would  like  to  hear  how  he  explains  that.  In  my  experi¬ 
ence  it  is  very  common  in  foals  to  get  dropsy  of  the  stifle- 
joint,  and  I  agree  with  Mr.  Carless  that,  generally  speaking, 
it  is  very  unwise  to  treat  such  animals.  Frequently  they 
are  tuberculous,  or  are  suffering  from  other  conditions  of 
general  disease,  and  they  rarely  get  better.  In  cows  I  am 
bound  to  say  I  agree  with  our  friend  the  Irishman.  Only  a 
few  days  ago  I  saw  three  or  four  cases  in  one  day,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  Professor  McCalFs  explanation  of  the 
cause  of  luxation  in  horses  is  also  an  explanation  of  its  more 
frequent  occurrence  in  cattle.  We  know  that  cattle  stand  on 
straddles  when  in  the  shippon,  and  the  repeated  drops  of 
four  inches  or  more  may  cause  injury,  weakness,  and  a 
diseased  condition  of  the  stifle-joint. 

Mr.  Faulkner. — I  take  it  that  Professor  McCall  has  con¬ 
siderably  enlarged  the  scope  of  our  diagnosis  in  cases  of 
lameness.  We  may  now  get  above  and  below  the  joint,  and 
take  notice  of  the  structural  alterations  that  can  and  do  take 
place.  With  Mr.  Olver  I  am  also  anxious  to  hear  Professor 
McCall’s  explanation  with  regard  to  fracture  of  the  external 
angle  of  the  ilium  and  wasting  of  the  muscles  of  the  belly. 
How  does  it  happen  that  in  town  practice,  in  which  we  get 
a  very  great  many  injuries  of  this  character  —  down 
quarter,”  we  call  it — I  cannot  bring  a  single  case  to  my 
recollection  in  which  we  had  any  luxation  of  the  patella  ? 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  cases  well  fixed  in  my  mind 
where  we  have  had  luxation  and  atrophy  without  any  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  external  angle  of  the  ilium.  With  Mr.  Hunting 
I  agree  that  the  history  of  our  profession  has  not  been  fully 
overhauled  by  those  deputed  by  Professor  McCall,  or  they 
would  have  found  history  recorded  bearing  upon  the  subject. 
There  are  cases  well  fixed  in  my  mind.  One  more  remark 
of  Professor  McCall’s  I  take  exception  to,  and  purely 
because  I  speak  from  my  own  experience.  He  says,  Lux- 
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ation  always  takes  place  outwards.”  That  is  a  point  on 
which  I  must  differ,  for  I  have  seen  two  cases,  one  in  con¬ 
sultation,  another  in  our  own  practice,  and  I  have  read  of  a 
third  in  which  the  post-mortem  conditions  were  given.  In 
those  three  cases  the  luxation  was  unmistakably  upwards. 
The  patella  was  lodged  on  the  summit  of  the  trochlea  of  the 
femur.  In  my  case  everything  had  been  done  to  reduce  as 
in  ordinary  luxation,  but  without  avail ;  but  the  animal  was 
put  under  chloroform,  the  leg  was  pulled  backwards  instead 
of  forwards,  and  the  luxation  was  reduced.  Four  years 
afterwards  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making  an  examination 
of  the  joint,  and  there  were  palpable  evidences  that  the 
luxation  had  been  an  upward  one.  In  another  case,  which 
occurred  in  Glasgow,  the  animal  was  destroyed,  and  the 
patella  was  found  lodged  on  the  summit  of  the  trochlea. 
Those  cases,  I  think,  make  data  for  taking  exception;  but 
the  way  in  which  Professor  McCall  has  wrapped  himself 
round  this  subject  cannot  be  too  much  admired.  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Carless  that  there  are  cases  which  occur  suddenly 
in  regular  working  horses,  through,  perhaps,  a  slip  on  bad 
pavement,  and  which  you  reduce  without  hearing  any  more 
about  them.  There  are  other  cases  in  which,  with  de¬ 
bility,  you  have  a  repetition  of  the  luxation,  and  you  are 
bound  to  take  measures  to  keep  the  animal  fixed  until 
you  get  over  the  condition.  But  I  cannot  believe  that 
where  there  is  rupture  of  the  internal  lateral  ligament  you 
may  get  a  horse  to  work  in  a  week  and  hear  no  more  of  the 
mischief. 

Mr.  Stanley, — I  am  a  little  disappointed  that  Professor 
McCall  has  not  given  us  more  about  treatment  for  these 
cases,  which  are  decidedly  common.  Would  he  give  us  his 
opinion  ?  My  only  plan,  very  likely  old-fashioned,  is  to 
put  the  horse  in  a  sling  and  tie  the  hind  leg  up  to  the  fore¬ 
leg,  blister  the  part,  and  keep  the  animal  at  rest  for  six 
weeks  or  two  months.  If  we  could  get  them  sound  quicker 
I  should  be  very  much  pleased  to  hear  about  it. 

Mr.  Coe. — We  have  many  cases  of  luxation  caused  by 
debility,  and  I  have  had  several  cases  after  the  present  epi¬ 
demic  of  influenza.  My  treatment  has  been  the  sling  for  a 
few  days,  a  sharp  active  blister  on  the  stifle,  and  a  strength¬ 
ening  course  of  nitrogenous  food.  In  that  way  they  have 
soon  got  well. 

Mr.  W.  Carless. — After  hearing  Mr.  Giver  and  Mr. 
Faulkner,  I  am  reminded  that  I  intended  to  tell  you  I  had 
seen  very  frequently — perhaps  ten  times,  more  or  less — 
atrophy  of  the  recti  muscles  supervening  upon  azoturia,  but 
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I  never  saw  luxation  of  the  patella  so  supervening.  There 
was  a  crouching  position  of  the  body  and  an  inability  to 
raise  the  hind  quarters  to  the  proper  position.  Whether  it 
can  have  any  resemblance  to  fracture  of  the  ilium  lam  not 
prepared  to  say,  because  I  have  not  thought  it  out,  but  it 
strikes  me  that  if  you  had  it  from  fracture  of  the  ilium, 
you  might  expect  it  reasonably  from  atrophy  of  the  recti 
muscles. 

Mr.  Olver. — I  have  one  of  my  own  animals  who  has 
partial  dislocation  of  the  patella  every  day  ;  but  we  cannot 
have  the  inner  ligament  torn  in  that  case,  or  we  should  get 
inflammation  and  lameness.  There  is  no  lameness.  It 
began  two  years  ago.  She  was  frequently  standing  on  the 
point  of  the  fetlock,  but  as  soon  as  the  patella  was  reduced 
she  was  perfectly  sound  again.  I  have  had  other  cases 
also,  and  I  may  say  that  generally  on  putting  them  in  a 
loose  box  I  have  found  that  they  rarely  had  a  return 
of  it,  but  that  keeping  them  still  made  it  return  more 
common,  I  suppose  because  of  the  fatigue  of  a  restrained 
position. 

The  President. — I  would  like  to  join  with  those  who  have 
thanked  Professor  McCall  for  his  paper.  I  certainly  have 
learned  a  good  deal  to-day ;  but,  like  Mr.  Olver  and  Mr. 
Faulkner,  I  have  met  a  great  many  cases  of  fracture  of  the 
external  process  of  the  ilium,  and  so  far  as  I  remember  I 
have  not  seen  a  single  case  of  luxation  of  the  patella  from 
that  cause.  I  had  one  rather  peculiar  case,  something 
similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Trigger.  There  was  a  kind  of  clutch¬ 
ing  action  of  the  fetlock — the  horse,  on  lifting  his  feet  from 
the  ground,  turned  up  his  shoe  by  a  curious  sudden  action. 
I  put  it  down  at  first  to  injury  to  the  stifle,  but  afterwards  I 
was  not  very  sure  whether  that  could  be  the  cause,  or 
whether  there  was  not  some  injury  to  the  extensor  pedis. 
There  was  not  the  relaxed  condition  of  gastrocnemii  seen  in 
cases  of  injury  of  the  flexor  metatarsi.  In  Birmingham  I 
may  say  w'e  have  not  many  cases  of  luxation  of  the  patella. 
I  certainly  do  not  remember  eleven  cases  in  eleven  years. 
Six  or  eight  would  be  the  major  number,  and  the  treatment 
I  have  usually  adopted  has  been  simply  to  fix  the  foot 
forward,  to  give  rest,  and  in  some  bad  cases  to  apply  a 
blister.  Sometimes  next  morning  the  horse  would  be  going 
almost  sound,  but  sometimes  it  would  be  a  little  longer. 
In  one  case  he  remembered  he  would  get  the  horse  quite 
sound,  but  on  putting  him  to  work  in  shafts  or  chains,  he 
after  a  few  days  would  have  it  again.  Give  him  another 
rest  and  he  would  get  right  again,  but  to  again  recur.  In 
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our  boat  horses,  injury  to  the  crural  muscles  was  occasionally 
seen. 

Professor  McCall. — I  may  say  before  replyin«^  that,  as  a 
teacher  of  young  veterinarians,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to 
teach  every  known  condition  that  may  lead  to  a  given  result, 
because  we  have  now  and  always  have  had  men  engaged  in 
practice  who  have  more  practical  knowledge  than  ourselves  ; 
and  it  becomes  a  teacher’s  duty  to  obtain  what  information 
he  can,  so  that  his  students  may  recognise  the  various  con¬ 
ditions.  I  acknowledge  I  have  read  very  little  in  regard  to 
the  subject.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  cases  Mr.  Hunting  has 
been  kind  enough  to  mention,  and  I  shall  take  very  good 
care  to  make  myself  familiar  with  them.  My  desire  was  not 
to  air  my  theories,  or  to  attempt  to  teach  anything  to  you, 
who  have  been  in  practice  for  years.  I  have  limited  myself, 
therefore,  to  give  expression  to  no  opinion  upon  the  views 
entertained  by  others.  I  have  laid  before  you  six  cases  which  I 
consider  typical,  and  tried  to  give  you  the  explanation  of 
what,  in  my  opinion,  led  to  these  partial  or  complete  luxa¬ 
tions.  I  was  particularly  pleased  that  Mr.  Olver,  and  I 
think  also  Mr.  Faulkner  and  Mr.  Carless,  made  reference  to 
the  singular  case  of  luxation  of  the  patella  due  to  a  fracture 
of  the  external  line  of  the  ilium.  I  have  had  more  than 
thirty  years’  practice  now,  and  a  pretty  extensive  one,  for  I 
have  3000  horses  under  my  care  running  upon  the  streets  in 
Glasgow,  and  while  I  have  had  at  least  100  cases  of  fractured 
hips  in  all  situations,  I  have  only  had  one  solitary  case  of 
luxation  of  the  patella  from  a  fracture  <of  the  hip.  That  is 
the  very  reason  I  brought  it  before  you.  But  then  I  dealt 
with  atrophy  of  the  crural  muscles,  which  quite  independent 
of  fracture  would  lead  to  luxation.  Here,  in  the  singular 
case  I  have  told  you  of,  we  had  an  extensive  fracture  of  the 
external  ilium,  across  the  neck  of  the  projecting  bone ;  and 
we  have  a  most  powerful  muscle  attached  to  that,  wrapping 
itself  in  two  folds  of  fascia  round  the  patella.  Now  I  hold 
it  is  that  attachment  which  passively  and  involuntarily  holds 
up  the  patella,  because  the  voluntary  muscles  which  are 
attached  to  it  would  tire  if  they  had  to  do  all  the  work. 
That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  undoubtedly  the  function  of  the 
great  dense  fascia.  With  this  fracture,  too,  there  was  very 
marked  displacement  of  the  bone  ;  it  was  pulled  inwards  and 
downwards  ;  the  tensor  vaginae  muscle  went  down  to  a  thread, 
and  we  had  a  slight  atrophy  of  the  rectus  femoris  muscles. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  attribute  partial  luxation  to  the  partial 
atrophy  of  the  rectus  femoris,  but  I  am  more  inclined  to 
think  that  it  was  more  due  to  the  displacement  of  the  bone 
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and  the  wasting  of  the  extensor  vaginse  muscle.  I  don’t 
know  if  I  have  made  it  clear  to  yon.  I  am  quite  aware  it 
is  exceptional,  and  I  shall  be  very  pleased  if  any  of  you  have 
such  a  case  you  will  record  it.  As  to  Mr.  Faulkner’s  case  of 
luxation  of  the  patella  taking  place  inwards - — 

Mr,  Faulkner. — Upwards. 

Professor  McCall. — Inwards  ? 

Mr.  Faulkner. — Upwards. 

Professor  McCall. — But  that  is  not  my  argument. 

Mr.  Faulkner, — I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  always 
took  place  outwards. 

Professor  McCall. — Exactly. 

Mr.  Faulkner. — And  I  say  this  was  upwards,  and  inwards 
a  little,  of  course. 

Professor  McCall. — Well,  I  still  keep  to  what  I  said. 
You  will  excuse  me  (showing  the  specimen),  but  I  don’t  see 
how  it  is  possible  for  that  bone  to  move  over  that. 

Mr.  Hunting. — That  would  be  a  fixture,  not  a  luxation, 

Mr.  Faulkner. — I  am  not  going  to  play  upon  words.  The 
bone  rode  hack  and  up  in  the  small  recess. 

Profes.wr  McCall. — Well,  I  cannot  argue  with  you  upon 
that ;  but,  coming  to  the  next  point,  I  may  say  that  I  have 
never  had  a  case  of  cramp,  and  therefore  I  hope  you  won’t 
think  anything  I  am  going  to  say  is  to  be  accepted  as  what 
we  shall  find  in  practice.  Might  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
whether  it  was  cramp  of  the  rectus  femoris  muscles  ? 

Mr.  Carless. — Yes,  sir. 

Professor  McCall. — Well,  cramp  is  characterised  by  a  con¬ 
traction  of  muscular  fibre,  and  if  cramp  produced  luxation  it 
could  not  be  either  to  the  right  or  the  left ;  it  would  be  a 
contraction  upwards,  and  would  pull  the  patella  higher  up. 
Your  view  would  then  agree  with  that  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  that 
the  patella  was  higher  up  ;  and  in  such  a  case,  if  due  to 
cramp,  the  displacement  would  not  last  very  long. 

Mr.  Carless. — That  is  so.  Professor,  there  is  no  doubt. 
And  I  say  that  the  patella  is  luxated  to  a  certain  extent  when 
the  hock  is  rigid  and  the  animal  unable  to  move  the  limb,  all 
leverage  being  gone.  If  it  is  not  luxated  it  is  so  misplaced 
that  it  cannot  act  for  the  time  being. 

Professor  McCalL — May  I  ask  whether,  in  cases  of  cramp, 
the  patella  can  be  felt  out  of  its  place  ? 

Mr.  Car  less. — I  am  not  positive  that  it  lies  on  one  side. 
It  may  be  as  in  the  case  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Faulkner. 

Mr.  Faulkner. — I  may  say  that  in  one  case  the  animal  had 
what  was  understood  to  be  a  luxated  patella  for  six  weeks. 
No  patella  was  to  be  felt,  but  the  limb  was  rigid  in  a  back- 
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ward  direction,  and  we  were  utterly  unable  to  get  it  forward 
with  the  rope  and  collar ;  that  luxation  or  displacement  was 
not  overcome  until  the  animal  was  put  under  chloroform  and 
the  limb  pulled  back,  whereupon  it  at  once  became  flexible. 
In  the  other  cases  animals  stood  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
you  were  utterly  unable  to  feel  the  patella,  but  they  reduced 
themselves  without  assistance. 

Professor  McCall. — I  can  understand  such  cases  being  due 
to  cramp,  as  I  have  said  ;  but  1  do  not  understand  how  cramp 
should  ever  lead  to  luxation  proper.  I  shall  think  very 
seriously  over  the  subject,  and  if  any  case  comes  under  my 
observation  that  justifies  the  contrary  opinion  I  shall  be  very 
glad  not  only  to  teach  my  students,  but  to  put  it  upon 
record.  (Applause.) 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Professor  McCall 
on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman. 

In  returning  thanks  the  Professor  said  that  they  were  not  to 
think  for  one  moment  that  he  looked  upon  it  that  luxation 
of  the  patella  had  anything  to  do  with  the  every-day  cases 
they  met  in  practice  of  diseases  of  the  stifle. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  closed  the  proocedings, 
Mr.  Trigger  giving  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  he  would 
move  that  Professor  McCall  be  elected  an  honorary  associate. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  at  Cheltenham. 

The  members  afterwards  dined  together,  and  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent.  H.  J.  Dawes,  Hon.  Sec. 
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The  tenth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Association  was 
held  at  the  George  Hotel,  Grantham,  on  Thursday,  February 
25th.  The  President,  W.  G.  B.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  F.R.C.V.S., 
was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Professor 
Williams,  Edinburgh  ;  Messrs.  B.  H.  Russell;  J.  H.  Goodall, 
Melton;  W.  Brooks,  Fulbeck;  F.  L.  Gooch,  Stamford;  J. 
A.  Robinson,  Market  Deeping;  B.  Freer,  Uppingham;  C. 
Hartley,  Lincoln  ;  W.  Hunting,  London ;  Tongue,  Abbott, 
and  Simpson. 

The  Chairman  said  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Huntingdon  (Hon.  Sec.),  stating  that  he 
should  be  unable  to  attend  through  illness.  He  had  held 
the  post  of  Secretary  for  two  years,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  if  they  could  find  some  one  for  the  post  more 
centrally  situated  than  he  was. 


408  LINCOLNSHIRE  VETERINARY  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Chairman  also  stated  that  letters  of  apology  had  been 
received  from  Professors  Axe^  Penberthy,  Pritchard,  and 
Walley,  and  Messrs.  R.  Hardy  and  Field,  Brigg;  and 
Howse,  Lincoln.  The  letter  from  Professor  Penberthy  ran 
as  follows : 

Camden  Town,  N.W.  ; 

February  1892. 

Dear  Mr.  Smith, — Thank  you  for  your  notice  of  meeting 
and  copy  of  Professor  Williams^  paper.  I  am  specially 
sorry  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  with  you,  as  I  take  a 
very  great  interest  in  the  subject,  and  it  is  a  practical  matter 
introduced  by  an  experienced  examiner.  My  views  are 
pretty  well  known.  I  think  a  new  interpretation  is  needed, 
and  that  it  is  in  our  own  hands.  The  terms  sound  and 

unsoundness  ”  are  pretty  clearly  defined  by  law  as  per¬ 
fect  ”  and  any  departure  from  perfection.^’  This  is  more 
than  we  can  hope  to  encounter  with  credit  to  ourselves,  and 
I  think  that  if  we  could  agree  to  discard  the  use  of  the  terms 
we  should  master  most  of  the  difficulties,  and  give  opinions 
more  valuable.  Hoping  you  are  very  well,  and  that  you 
will  have  a  very  agreeable  and  instructive  meeting. 

Believe  me,  yours  very  truly, 

Jno.  Penberthy. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  Mr.  Field,  of  Brigg,  requested 
that  his  name  be  removed  from  the  list  of  subscribers,  on  the 
ground  that  the  meetings  were  held  too  far  off  for  him  to 
conveniently  attend.  Mr.  Joseph  Axe,  of  Doncaster,  also 
found  the  distance  too  far  for  him  to  attend.  He  had  had 
the  second  part  of  Professor  Williams’  paper  printed,  and 
each  of  the  members  had  been  furnished  with  a  copy  con¬ 
taining  both  parts.  He  took  this  course  because  he  thought 
it  would  save  time  and  trouble,  and  enable  them  to  have  a 
long  discussion. 

Financial  Statement. —  Captain  Russell  said  he  had 
pleasure  in  announcing  that  on  the  1st  of  January  there 
was  a  balance  in  hand  of  £18  195.  10c/.  There  would  have 
been  a  great  deal  more  if  all  the  money  owing  had  been 
paid,  but  it  came  in  rather  slowly,  and  that  day  there  was 
only  £10  due  besides  this  year’s  subscriptions.  I  hope  at 
the  next  meeting  to  have  a  better  report.  The  account 
book  showed  what  their  financial  condition  was. 

The  Chairman  said  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  showed 
that  they  had  about  £24  in  hand,  which,  considering  all 
things,  was  very  good.  Captain  Russell  managed  their 
accounts  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  the  old  debts  would  be  paid. 
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Election  of  Officers. — The  Chairman  said  the  next  busi¬ 
ness  was  to  elect  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Gooch  said  he  believed  the  President  came  first,  and 
he  had  great  pleasure  in  submitting  a  name  to  the  members 
present.  Mr.  T.  Smith,  of  Market  E-asen,  was  the  gentle¬ 
man  referred  to.  He  had  been  twice  elected  a  vice-president, 
and  he  believed  he  would  fulfil  the  duties  of  President  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  the  members.  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  the  Society. 

Captain  Russell  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding. 
Mr.  Smith  in  times  past  was  one  of  the  most  regular 
attendants  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  having 
several  times  been  appointed  Yice-president  he  felt  sure 
that  he  would  feel  it  a  great  honour  to  be  elected  to  the 
office  of  President. 

Mr.  Hartley  said  Mr.  Smith  was  a  near  neighbour  of 
his,  and  he  had  the  very  greatest  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
motion. 

The  Chairman  put  it  to  the  meeting,  and  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  carried. 

Mr.  Gooch  proposed  that  Mr.  Brooks,  of  Fulbeck,  be 
elected  as  Vice-president.  Mr.  Hartley  had  much  pleasure 
in  seconding,  and  the  motion  was  carried  nem.  con. 

Mr.  B.  Freer  said  he  should  like  to  propose  as  another 
Vice-president  Mr.  Goodall.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Association  for  several  years,  and  though  he  did  not  attend 
the  meetings  quite  so  well  as  some  of  them,  it  was  his  mis¬ 
fortune  and  not  his  fault.  Mr.  Rudkin,  in  seconding,  said 
that  Mr.  Goodall  would  be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 
The  proposal  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  said  that  their  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  James 
Smith)  had  expressed  the  desire  that  some  one  else  should 
be  elected  in  his  place.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Smith  had  held 
the  office  for  two  years  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
hold  it  for  another  two  or  three  years  yet.  It  was  quite 
true  that  Huntingdon  was  not  central,  but  Mr.  Smith  had 
always  performed  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the 
members,  and  he  did  not  see,  therefore,  why  they  should 
look  upon  his  letter  as  a  resignation.  Mr.  Smith  did  not 
say  that  he  wished  to  resign — he  hoped  they  would  be  able  to 
find  some  one  else  to  do  the  work.  He  (the  Chairman)  did 
not  think  they  could  do  better  than  re-elect  Mr.  Smith  as 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Freer  moved  that  Mr.  Smith  be  re-elected  as  Secretary. 
The  Chairman  seconded,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Rudkin  suggested  that  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr. 
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Smith  thanking  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  Secretary  had  the 
hardest  work  of  the  lot. 

Mr,  Gooch  proposed  that  Captain  E-ussell  be  reappointed 
Treasurer. 

The  Chairman  said  the  accounts  showed  that  Captain 
Russell  managed  the  finances  very  well.  Mr,  Hartley 
seconded,  and  it  was  carried  nem.  con. 

Captain  Russell  said  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  them 
for  reappointing  him  Treasurer.  He  only  hoped  the  mem¬ 
bers  would  not  think  from  the  number  of  letters  that  he  wrote 
that  he  had  no  friendly  feeling.  As  Treasurer  he  liked  to 
receive  all  the  subscriptions  as  far  as  possible,  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  continue  in  the  office  as  long  as  they 
elected  him. 

Mr,  Gooch  said  he  thought  an  apology  was  due  from  him 
that  ought  to  have  been  made  at  the  last  meeting.  They 
would  remember  that  a  subscription  list  had  been  opened 
for  the  Steel  Memorial,  and  he  was  directed  to  send  some 
money  on  behalf  of  the  Association.  This  was  simply 
acknowledged  as  from  Gooch,  Lincoln. Since  then  he  had 
sent  on  another  subscription  of  IO5.,  and  the  Secretary  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  insertion  of  his  name,  instead  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation,  was  quite  a  mistake,  and  promised  to  have  it 
corrected.  He  should  have  brought  the  matter  before  the 
Association  at  Peterborough  only  he  was  unwell  at  the  time. 

The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Gooch's  statement  was  quite  a 
sufficient  explanation,  and  no  apology  was  required.  He 
did  not  think  many  noticed  the  error. 

Professor  Williams  read  the  following  paper  on  Exa¬ 
mination  for  Soundness  and  Certificates 

There  are  several  circumstances  which  the  veterinary 
surgeon  has  to  take  into  consideration  for  his  guidance  in 
the  examination  of  horses  as  to  soundness  and  the  granting 
of  certificates. 

1st.  The  examination  of  horses  previous  to  purchase,  and 
advising  thereon. 

2nd.  The  examination  after  purchase,  when  a  definite 
opinion,  sound”  or  unsound,”  is  required. 

3rd.  Examination  and  certificates  for  clients  who  really 
know  something  of  horses,  or  who  being  ignorant  themselves 
are  liberal  enough  to  confess  and  to  place  full  confidence  in 
their  professional  adviser. 

4th.  Examination  for  clients  who  are  ignorant  as  to  horses, 
but  who  assume  a  knowledge  which  they  do  not  possess, 
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or  who,  having  no  pretensions  themselves,  take  the  advice 
of  their  groom,  horsekeeper,  or  some  knowing  friend  or 
friends. 

1st.  The  Tlxamination  of  Horses  previous  to  Purchase,  and 
advising  as  to  suitability  for  particular  work,  general  utility, 
<§rc. — As  but  few  horses  are  perfectly  sound,  or  what  is 
termed  “  legally  sound,^’  I  think  this  is  always  the  most 
satisfactory  method  of  examination,  for  as  a  rule  the  pur¬ 
chaser  is  either  present  or  can  afterwards  be  seen,  and  little 
defects  can  be  pointed  out  and  explained  previous  to  the 
completion  of  the  bargain,  such  as  splints,  which  do  not  nor 
are  likely  to  cause  lameness,  &c. 

Many  a  buyer,  if  a  horse  be  warranted  sound  by  the  seller 
previous  to  sale,  will  object  to  very  trivial  matters  if  only 
found  out  after  purchase.  He  will  say,  1  bought  this  horse  as 
a  sound  one  ;  he  is  warranted  sound,  and  you  say  that  he  has 
a  splint  or  old-standing  curb  [as  the  case  may  be],  and  that 
you  think  that  it  is  of  little  consequence ;  but  I  bought  this 
horse  for  a  sound  one,  and  I  must  have  him  sound,  and  I 
want  to  know  from  you.  Is  he  sound  ?  And  if  the  veteri¬ 
nary  surgeon  does  not  feel  justified  in  answering  in  the 
afifirmative,  although  he  might  consider  that  the  defects  are 
of  no  consequence,  the  purchaser  will  at  once  state,  ‘‘  Well, 
give  me  your  certificate  that  the  horse  has  this  or  those  de¬ 
fects,  and  I  shall  return  him,  not  so  much  upon  the  grounds 
that  this  or  these  things  will  harm  him,  but  that  I  ought  to 
have  been  told  by  the  vendor,  who  evidently  has  tried  to 
take  advantage  of  me.”  Now,  if  the  same  animal  had  been 
examined  prior  to  purchase,  those  trivialities  pointed  out,  and 
their  nature  explained,  an  amicable  arrangement  might  have 
been  arrived  at,  and  a  bargain,  good  for  both  sides,  com¬ 
pleted.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that  when 
a  vendor  gives  no  warranty  the  veterinary  surgeon  will  be 
held  responsible  in  law  if  it  can  be  proved  that  he  has  been 
guilty  of  gross  ignorance  or  gross  negligence.  In  the  second 
place,  the  professional  man  is  often  asked  to  advise  as  to  the 
suitability  of  the  animal  for  certain  work,  &c.  I  think  that 
in  such  a  case  he  is  bound  to  give  an  opinion,  and  to  write  it 
in  his  certificate  if  called  upon  to  do  so.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
stated  that  he  is  bound  to  assist  his  client  in  obtaining  a  suit¬ 
able  animal.  In  the  third  place,  he  is  frequently  requested 
to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  the  proposed  pur¬ 
chase.  As  a  rule,  the  less  the  professional  man  has  to  do 
with  the  monetary  arrangements  the  better  it  is  for  his  own 
reputation,  the  matter  now  being  a  commercial  transaction 
between  buyer  and  seller,  and  generally  speaking  both  par- 
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ties  know  and  look  after  themselves ;  but  there  are  certain 
exceptions  even  to  this  rule,  where  in  fact  the  price  asked 
by  the  vendor  may  really  be  extortionate,  and  upon  this  point 
Oliphant  says,  A  dealer,  who  from  the  nature  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  must  be  constantly  buying  and  selling  horses,  has  an 
evident  advantage  over  persons  with  whom  he  deals,  who 
probably  do  not  buy  or  sell  horses,  ....  and  very  few  of 
whom  can  form  a  reasonable  opinion  as  to  a  horse^s  value. 
But  the  dealer,  to  say  the  least,  is  a  pretty  good  judge,  and, 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  routine  of  business,  may 
generally  go  on  in  as  satisfactory  andjeputable  a  manner  as 
any  other  tradesman  so  long  as  he  keeps  honest.  The  fre¬ 
quent  rascality  in  horse-dealing  transactions  arises  from  par¬ 
ties  making  improper  use  of  that  superior  knowledge  which 
experience  alone  can  supply ;  because  purchasing  a  horse  is 
a  very  different  thing  from  buying  a  manufactured  article, 
for  in  the  latter  case  there  are  certain  trade  prices  and  a  cor¬ 
responding  quality  of  goods,  which  every  man  expects,  and 
of  which  any  ordinary  man  can  judge (Oliphant’s  ‘'Laws  of 
Horses  and  Gaming’). 

When,  then,  at  any  time  the  veterinary  surgeon  may 
think  that  an  undue  advantage  is  being  or  has  been  taken 
of  his  client,  I  think  that  he  is,  from  his  general  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  horses,  bound  even  to  offer  his  advice  and 
come  to  the  rescue  of  his  client,  and  to  state  this  opinion  in 
his  certificate  if  requested  to  do  so. 

2nd.  The  Examination  of  Horses  Subsequent  to  Purchase, 
and  which  have  been  warranted  Sound  by  the  Vendor, 
when  a  Definite  Opinion  of  Sound"*^  or  Unsound^"'  is 
required. — This  is  often  a  very  delicate  and  important  posi¬ 
tion  for  the  professional  man  to  occupy,  for  on  the  one  hand 
he  has  to  consider  the  strong  conviction  of  the  vendor  that 
the  animal  is  unsound,  from  a  something  which  he  has 
detected  or  been  told  of  since  the  purchase,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  equally  strong  and  sometimes  honest  conviction  of 
the  vendor  that  there  has  been  no  breach  of  warranty. 

In  cases  of  this  kind  there  is,  as  a  rule,  no  chance  of 
advising  the  one  side  or  the  other ;  but  here,  as  in  all  other 
instances,  a  fearless  and  honest  expression  of  opinion  should 
be  given  in  the  certificate.  If  there  be  an  alteration  of 
structure  calculated  to  interfere  with  usefulness,  although 
at  the  time  not  causing  any  disturbance,  the  professional 
man  is  bound  to  certify  that  such  an  animal  is  unsound. 
If.  on  the  other  hand,  the  alteration  of  structure  is  in  his 
opinion  not  likely  to  cause  lameness  or  disturbance,  he  is 
entitled,  whilst  mentioning  the  existence  of  such  altered 
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structure/  to  express  an  opinion  that  such  an  animal  is 
sound. 

Take,  for  example,  the  existence  of  ossification  of  the 
lateral  cartilages  of  the  foot  in  two  different  classes  of  horses  : 
the  one  a  cart-horse  over  five  years  old,  required  to  go  at  a 
walking  pace  ;  and  the  other  say  a  roadster  required  for  trot¬ 
ting  or  any  fast  pace,  and  particularly  upon  hard  ground. 
The  feet  in  both  instances  are  good,  and  the  action  firm  and 
sound.  In  the  first  case  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
an  interference  with  the  trade  of  the  country,  at  least  in 
Scotland,  if  such  an  animal  were  rejected,  for  my  experi¬ 
ence  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  an  animal  having  a 
sidebone,  free  from  heat  and  not  very  large,  will  remain 
sound  in  his  gait  for  many  years,  but  the  same  experience 
leads  me  to  conclude  that  if  a  horse  be  required  to  go  faster 
than  a  walk,  he  is  almost  certain  to  become  lame  in  a 
shorter  or  longer  period  of  time.  I  should  therefore  certify 
the  one  as  sound  and  the  other  as  unsound ;  for,  after  all,  the 
alteration  of  structure  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  so-called 
unsoundnesses,  is  but  an  evidence  of  a  reparative  process 
resulting  from  some  previous  injury,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  an  inherently  weak  structure,  which  when 
thus  repaired  is  rendered  fit  to  perform  its  function.  The 
same  may  he  stated  of  some  hone  spavins  :  so  long  as  no 
special  strain  is  thrown  upon  the  hocks,  so  long  will  the 
animal  go  sound ;  but  if  the  same  hocks  are  called  upon  to 
do  any  extra  work  there  is  a  possibility  that  lameness  may 
result.  The  meaning  of  sound  or  unsound,  then,  comes  to  be 
not  so  much  that  of  an  altered  structure,  but  of  the  capa¬ 
bility  of  the  animal  to  perform  certain  work. 

Then,  again,  the  question  arises  in  another  form.  A  horse 
has  been  purchased  with  warranty  and  afterwards  rejected; 
we  are  asked  to  examine  and  certify  at  the  request  of  the 
seller,  and  here  our  profession  very  often  falls  short.  I 
have  repeatedly  examined  horses  and  rejected  them  for  pro¬ 
nounced  unsoundnesses,  and  they  have  afterwards  been 
examined  by  others,  who  have  very  often  stated  that  they 
cannot  detect  such  uiisoundnesses :  they  cannot  see  a 
spavin ;  they  cannot  say  the  horse  is  going  lame ;  cannot 
hear  that  he  is  a  roarer,  &c/^  Now  I  consider  this  form  of 
certificate  the  most  contemptible  of  all,  and  that  it  reflects 
most  unfavorably  upon  our  profession.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  an  animal  may  be  unsound,  and  that  a  veterinarian  of 
the  greatest  skill  is  unable  to  detect  such  an  unsoundness ; 
but  I  do  not  see  why  at  any  time  such  an  expression  should 
be  used,  for  it  is  evident  that  what  he  cannot  detect  is  non- 
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existent  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  and  in  such  a  case  his 
opinion  should  be  sound/^  But  I  refer  more  particularly 
to  the  custom  of  some  veterinarians  of  making  use  of  this 
term  as  a  cover  to  their  ignorance  or  dishonesty  where  an 
unsoundness  is  evident,  but  where  they  either,  for  the 
purpose  of  damaging  a  professional  brother  or  serving  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  their  clients,  hide  themselves  behind  this  subterfuge. 

3rd.  Examination  of  Horses  and  Certificates  for  Clients 
who  really  know  something  of  Horses ^  or  who,  being  ignorant 
upon  this  point  and  honest  enough  to  confess  such  ignor^ 
ance,  leave  themselves  in  the  Professional  Man’s  hands, — 
These  are  always  the  most  satisfactory  clients  to  deal  with, 
and  very  often  if  they  are  not  present  at  the  examination 
will  be  satisfied  with  a  verbal  explanation  or  an  explanatory 
letter. 

4th.  Examination  for  Clients  who  know  little  or  nothing^ 
hut  who  think  they  know  more  than  the  Professional  Man^  or 
who,  confessing  their  own  ignorance,  take  the  advice  of  Friends 
or  of  their  Coachman  or  Horsekeeper,  ^c, — Every  veterinary 
surgeon  who  has  to  deal  with  this  class  of  client  will  bear 
me  out  when  1  state  that  it  is  generally  a  most  unsatisfactory 
proceeding,  for  they  are  never  satisfied,  or  if  satisfied  them¬ 
selves  refer  the  matter  to  their  friends  or  coachman,  who  as 
a  rule  find  some  fault. 

An  opinion  given  in  the  Certificate  should  be  fully  explana¬ 
tory  of  all  points  that  may  rise  to  difference  of  opinion  or 
dispute. — When  a  warranty  is  given  by  the  seller  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  no  legal  responsibility  rests  upon  the  veterinary 
surgeon.  If  he  pronounce  a  warranted  horse  sound,  such  a 
horse  afterwards  being  proved  to  be  unsound,  the  seller  in 
virtue  of  his  warranty  accepts  the  return  ;  but,  as  already 
stated,  when  a  horse  is  sold  subject  to  veterinary  opinion,  and 
should  that  opinion  be  incorrect,  the  professional  man,  unless 
he  is  able  to  produce  sufficient  defence,  is  held  responsible 
in  law. 

There  is  no  inherent  reason  in  the  nature  of  things  why  a 
horse-dealing  transaction  should  not  be  as  honest  as  any 
other ;  and  the  difiiculty  of  maintaining  this  ideal  arises 
largely  from  the  fact  that  a  horse  is  not  like  a  manufactured 
article,  something  which  can,  with  reasonable  care  in  the 
making  of  it,  be  produced  of  definite  quality.  Hence  there 
are  possibilities  of  disappointment  in  the  result  of  a  pur¬ 
chase,  against  which  the  parties  concerned  strive  to  protect 
themselves,  and  the  result  is  a  conflict  of  wits,  which  too 
often  and  too  readily  passes  over  into  an  over-refinement  of 
subtlety. 
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But  as  I  understand  the  matter,  the  legal  principles  in¬ 
volved  are  not  very  complicated  or  diflScult  to  apply ;  and  I 
think  it  may  be  as  well  to  analyse  the  course  of  a  transaction 
in  an  ideal  way,  somewhat  removed  from  the  rough  and 
ready  course  of  practice,  in  order  to  get  at  these  principles 
in  a  fairly  consecutive  succession,  and  to  show  where  and  in 
what  way  the  veterinary  surgeon  is  concerned  in  the  affair. 

The  first  principle  appears  to  be  that  in  the  absence  of 
express  agreement  or  of  its  equivalent  in  some  other  shape, 
the  purchaser  selects  the  horse,  makes  a  bargain  as  to  the 
price,  pays  for  it,  and  takes  the  horse  away,  all  in  the 
exercise  of  his  own  judgment,  and  at  his  own  risk  of  the 
horse  not  proving  of  such  quality  as  will  meet  his  anticipa¬ 
tions.  The  legal  maxim  is  ‘‘Caveat  emptor^^ — ^^Let  the 
buyer  look  after  himself.”  I  say  his  own  judgment  but 
few  buyers  are  competent  to  exercise  their  own  judgment  on 
the  basis  of  their  own  observation  merely ;  few  buyers 
thoroughly  understand  a  horse;  and  so,  just  as  when  a 
person  buys  a  house  he  brings  his  surveyor  to  examine  the 
house  and  report  to  him,  that  he  may  exercise  his  judgment, 
not  directly  upon  his  own  observation,  but  upon  the  opinion 
laid  before  him  by  his  man  of  skill,  and  upon  the  opinion 
which  he  entertains  concerning  the  skill  and  experience 
possessed,  and  the  care  likely  to  be  exercised  by  his  expert, 
so  here ;  he  employs  an  expert,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  to 
examine  the  horse  and  give  him  an  independent  opinion,  as 
his  servant  for  the  moment,  which  opinion  shall  be  part  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  may  decide  to  buy  or  not  to  buy 
the  horse,  and  the  price  he  may  pay  for  it.  If  the  veterinary 
surgeon  do  not  display  such  reasonable  skill  as  might 
reasonably  be  expected  of  him,  and  such  as  he  holds  him¬ 
self  forth  to  the  public  as  possessing,  or  if  he  neglect  to 
exercise  his  skill — as,  for  instance,  if  he  reports  without  due 
investigation,  or  still  more  if  he  allows  himself  to  give  in  a 
report  which  is  in  any  way  lacking  in  the  fullest  good  faith 
towards  his  employer,  and  if  the  employer,  relying  upon  the 
proper  discharge  of  duty  by  the  veterinary  surgeon,  comes 
to  suffer  any  loss, — then  undoubtedly  the  veterinary  surgeon 
will  be  liable  to  his  employer  for  the  loss  so  sustained 
through  his  want  of  reasonable  skill,  or  his  negligence  or  his 
unfaithfulness.  On  the  other  hand,  so  long  as  he  is  reason¬ 
ably  skilful,  and  careful,  and  faithful,  an  error  of  opinion  on 
his  part  will  not  make  him  liable,  because  the  best  of  men 
are  apt  to  make  mistakes  in  their  judgment  on  the  facts 
which  come  before  them  from  time  to  time  ;  and  his  duty  is 
to  be  thoroughly  careful  and  painstaking,  perfectly  straight- 
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forward  and  unbiassed,  and  to  give  the  employer  a  thoroughly 
independent  opinion,  which  having  been  once  given,  his 
responsibility  ceases.  Under  this  first  principle,  then,  the 
seller  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  except  to  sell 
‘the  horse  for  what  it  will  bring;  the  purchaser  and  his  ad¬ 
visers  may  make  mistakes,  but  if  the  transaction  takes  this 
elementary  form,  the  seller  says  nothing  except  as  to  the 
price,  the  property  and  the  price  change  hands,  and  there  is 
an  end  to  the  afPair. 

But  the  seller  is  not  usually  in  this  simple  position.  If 
he  is  the  owner  of  the  horse,  and  not  possessed  of  special 
skill,  he  at  any  rate  knows  how  the  horse  behaves,  and 
whether  he  is  satisfied  with  its  fitness  for  the  purposes  for 
which  he  has  been  using  it.  He  may  be  asked  about  these 
things,  and  if  he  is  asked  he  must  answer  truly  and  candidly  ; 
that  is,  if  he  answers  at  all,  and  does  not  offer  the  horse  as 
it  is,  with  all  faults.  If  the  seller  is  a  horse-dealer  he  is 
always  taken  to  be  a  man  of  experience,  able,  for  example,  to 
pick  out  a  horse  which  shall  be  suitable  for  a  particular  pur¬ 
pose,  or  to  detect  a  fault  not  perceptible  to  the  casual  on¬ 
looker.  If  he  sells  a  horse  for  a  particular  purpose,  the 
horse  must  be  fit  for  that  purpose  ;  if  he  is  asked  questions 
about  faults,  his  answers  must  be  true  and  candid,  and  it  is 
more  readily  assumed  against  him  than  it  is  against  the  un¬ 
skilled  owner  that  he  knows  of  faults  if  they  exist,  or  that 
he  ought  to  know  of  them. 

If  instead  of  merely  answering  questions  the  seller  gets  so 
far  as  to  make  any  representations  on  his  own  account,  then, 
if  these  representations  are  clearly  part  of  the  contract,  he 
makes  himself  responsible  for  them  ;  and  the  responsibility 
may  often  be  much  greater  than  he  anticipates.  If  he  repre¬ 
sents  that  a  horse  “  is  sound,”  that  means  not  only  that  the 
horse  is  actually  fit,  but  that  there  is  nothing  about  him 
which  tends  to  make  him  unfit  for  the  work  which  a  horse 
of  that  particular  kind  ought  to  be  able  to  do. 

If  this  extensive  qualification  of  soundness  ”  is  a  part  of 
the  contract,  the  seller  comes  under  pecuniary  or  other  obli¬ 
gations  which  are  not  part  of  the  mere  sale  and  purchase  of  a 
horse,  and  which  come  more  nearly  to  resemble  insurance 
than  anything  else.  Practically  the  seller  insures  the  buyer 
against  loss  from  unsoundness,  and  thus  secures  a  higher  price 
for  the  horse.  The  seller  ought  to  be  careful,  in  giving  any 
such  undertaking,  to  see  that  he  knows  what  he  is  about — 
that  he  is  fully  informed  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the 
animal  which  it  is  proposed  that  he  should  warrant.  If  he 
has  no  skill  it  is  very  dangerous  for  him  to  come  under  any 
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such  obligation  ;  if  he  has  some  skill  he  may,  if  he  pleases, 
do  it  at  his  own  risk  ;  but  the  safest  thing  for  him  is  to  enter 
into  no  warranty  except  under  skilled  advice.  He  may 
therefore  consult  a  veterinary  surgeon  to  advise  him  as  to 
whether  he  may  safely  undertake  this  risk  in  order  to  obtain 
the  advantage  of  a  higher  price.  In  that  case  the  veterinary 
surgeon^s  duty  is  towards  his  employer,  the  seller  ;_he  lies 
under  the  same  obligation  of  giving  straightforward  advice 
to  the  seller  as  his  brother  on  the  other  side  lies  under  with 
regard  to  the  purchaser  ;  and  if  he  is  unskilful  or  careless  or 
partial,  and  certifies  the  horse  as  sound  when  it  is  not,  then 
his  fault  may  lead  him  into  liability  to  the  seller  in  the  event 
of  the  seller^s  suffering  subsequent  loss  through  the  horse 
being  found  to  have  been  in  fact  unsound. 

This,  then,  is  the  true  position  of  the  veterinary  surgeon 
as  a  professional  man.  He  should  be  the  confidential  con¬ 
sultant  of  either  party  in  a  question  involving  property  and 
the  possibility  of  contingent  liabilities ;  and  in  such  a  capacity 
there  is  abundant  scope  for  the  exercise  of  professional  skill 
and  the  winning  of  professional  reputation  and  esteem. 

Where  a  veterinary  surgeon  has  given  the  seller  a  written 
opinion  that  the  horse  is  ‘‘  sound,^’  and  that  the  seller  may 
safely  take  the  risk  of  warranting  him,  the  seller  may  natu¬ 
rally  be  found  showing  this  to  intending  purchasers.  The 
position  of  the  veterinary  surgeon  is  in  that  case  a  some¬ 
what  delicate  one.  On  the  other  hand,  so  long  as  he  is  simply 
the  consultant  of  the  seller,  he  has  no  direct  duty  towards 
the  purchaser  ;  he  is,  if  he  recommends  the  seller  that  he 
may  safely  warrant  the  horse  as  sound,^’  in  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  as  the  medical  officer  of  an  insurance  company  in  regard 
to  the  company  when  he  reports  that  the  proposed  life  is 
favorable ;  the  opinion  of  such  medical  officer  is  known  to 
the  proposer  when  the  insurance  company  passes  his  life, 
with  or  without  extra  conditions  or  premiums.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  veterinary  surgeon  supplies  the  seller  with 
a  written  opinion,  knowing  beforehand  that  the  seller  is 
likely  to  use  this  as  an  inducement  to  the  purchaser  to  buy 
the  horse,  he  comes  to  have  a  duty  towards  the  purchaser  as 
well  as  towards  the  seller  j  and  in  that  case  any  unskilful¬ 
ness  or  negligence  or  want  of  good  faith  or  misrepresentation 
or  concealment  or  equivocation  may  land  him  in  a  position 
of  personal  liability  to  the  purchaser,  or  may  expose  him  to 
a  charge  of  collusion. 

On  the  whole  it  seems  that  members  of  the  profession 
would  best  consult  the  interests  of  the  profession  if  they 
insisted  upon  considering  themselves  as  confidential  advisers. 
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and  declined  to  allow  their  certificates  to  be  used  as  adver¬ 
tisements  ;  but  in  any  case  it  is  desirable  to  cultivate  a 
frank,  sturdy,  English  straightforwardness  and  independence 
of  opinion,  and  remember  that  one  belongs  to  a  profession 
and  not  to  a  trade. 


NEW  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PROFESSION. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  held  in  London  on 
and  between  May  16th  and  20th,  1892,  the  following  students 
from  the  Royal  Veterinary  College  passed  their  Examinations  : 


Mr.  D.  P.  Davies 
—  Arthur  Wall 
—  H.  H.  Truman 
—  T.  F.  Prime 
—  W.  Collinson 
—  H.  C.  Taylor 
—  O.  C.  Lowe 
—  P.  A.  Wilks 
—  F.  Gr.  Sikes 
—  A.  M.  Ward 
—  Gr.  D.  Norman 

—  F.  T.  G-.  Hobday 
—  A.  J.  Cattell 
—  P.  W.  Cooper 
—  A.  J.  Lane  . 

—  W.  T.  Broad 
—  C.  J.  Reakes 
*  —  F.  W.  Thompson 
—  E.  M.  Dixon 
—  H.  A.  Pattison 
— A.  E.  Clarke 
—  E.  A.  Prudames 
—  C.  Ware . 

—  H.  Bidiake . 

—  J.  B.  Young 
—  Gr.  W.  Lamb 
—  T.  F.  Hornby 
—  W.  Maynard 
—  T.  L.  Clunes 


Lampeter,  Cardiganshire. 
Woodstock,  Oxon. 
Whittlesea,  Cambs. 
Westow  Hill,  Norwood, S.B. 
Rotherham,  Yorks. 

Alford,  Lincolnshire. 
Dockhead,  S.E. 

Henwick,  Worcester. 
Mallow,  CO.  Cork. 
Yelverton,  S.  Devon. 
Wedmore,  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Burton-on-Trent. 

Brixton,  S.W. 

Blackrock,  co.  Louth. 
Highbury  New  Park,  N. 
Bath. 

Littlebourne,  Kent. 
Sheffield. 

Woodford  Green. 


•  These  have  yet  to  sign  the 
I  Register  of  Members 
and  to  receive  their 
Diploma. 


•  J 


*  Marked  thus,  passed  with  Great  Credit. 
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The  following  students  passed  their  Second  Mosamination  : 


Mr.  W.  B.  Wallis. 

—  W.  Hunting. 

—  W.  H.  Herford. 

—  a.  Eelf. 

—  E.  E.  Sherren. 

—  C.  A.  A.  Ewin. 

—  T.  B.  Bindloss. 

—  E.  Thornton. 

*  —  J.  G-.  P.  Carter. 

*  —  H.  H.  Wbitlamsmith. 
—  H.  J.  Parkyn. 

—  G.  P.  Hollings. 

*  —  E.  W.  Car  less. 

—  C.  H.  Beadnell. 

*  —  W.  Eyrth. 

—  E.  Shepherd. 

*  —  W.  T.  G.  Hodgins. 


Mr.  G.  K.  Walter. 

—  J.  O’Eourke. 

*  _  T.  H.  Carr. 

—  E.  T.  G.  White. 

—  A.  H.  Towne. 

*  —  J.  G.  Brain. 

—  C.  Crowhurst. 

—  E.  J.  G.  Voisin. 

—  E.  WoofF. 

—  E.  E.  Seldon. 

H.  W.  Davie. 

*  —  A.  C.  Wilson. 

—  C.  H.  Delacherois. 
—  H.  W.  Billinghurst 
—  E.  B.  Lowe. 

—  B.  Eranklin. 

—  E.  M.  C.  Hunt. 


The  following  students  passed  their  First  Examination  : 


Mr.  P.  Brownrigg. 

—  M.  C.  Tailby. 
t  —  H.  Bowker. 

—  H.  H.  Nichols. 

—  E.  Spooner-Hart. 

—  W.  C.  Prudames. 

*  —  M.  E.  Jones. 

—  E.  W.  J.  Balls. 

—  H.  C.  Eeeks. 

*  —  W.  J.  Eoreman. 

*  —  H.  Walpole. 

—  H.  Peele. 

—  H.  Keylock. 

—  J.  E.  Adams. 

—  A.  D.  Bingham. 

*  —  H.  E.  Browne. 

t  —  W.  L.  Harrison. 

—  S.  Cadagan-Master- 
man. 

*  — •  J.  Tagg. 

—  J.  Murphy. 

—  J.  T.  Coley. 

*  —  W.  A.  Wood. 

—  A.  E.  Boyer. 

—  E.  M.  Jarvis. 


Mr.  W.  S.  Anthony. 

^  —  A.  L.  Earrant. 

*  —  H.  P.  Hogben. 

—  H.  L.  Eoberts. 

*  —  P.  W.  Hill. 

—  E.  T.  Strickland. 

*  —  W.  Pauer. 

*  —  D.  W.  James. 

—  J.  S.  Wood. 

t  —  T.  J.  Erost. 
t  —  E.  T.  Eobertson. 
^  —  A.  H.  Clapp. 

—  E.  M.  Skues. 

—  H.  Eeynolds. 

—  E.  Gilby. 

—  W.  Beddard. 

—  G.  H.  Williams. 
—  H.  y.  Low. 

—  V.  Gazi. 

—  G.  T.  Dunne, 
t  —  C.  Hoole. 

—  A.  P.  Calastreme. 
—  J.  J.  Kelly, 
t  —  W.  H.  Prime. 

—  E.  Eichardson. 


*  Marked  thus,  passed  with  Great  Credit. 
t  Marked  thus,  passed  with  Very  Great  Credit. 

Arthur  W.  Hill,  Secretary. 

30§ 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  VETERINARY  SURGEONS. 

Fellowship  Degree,  1892. 

An  examination  for  the  above  was  held  in  London  on 
Thursday,  28th  April,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
admitted  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Sur¬ 
geons  : 

Professor  W.  T.  Wilson,  Cirencester. 

M.  G.  Byerly,  Whitechapel. 

G.  Howe,  Buxton. 

C.  W.  Page,  Banbury. 

•  S.  Fred.  Willows,  Cirencester. 

F.  W.  Watchorn,  Newton,  Mon. 

Veterinary  Lieutenant  T.  Marriott,  A.V.D. 

W.  G.  Jones,  Sheffield. 

E..  Beddard,  Wolverhampton. 

Robert  Roberts,  Liverpool. 

The  examiners  were  Dr.  Fleming,  C.B.,  Professor  W. 
Duguid,  and  J.  Roalfe  Cox,  Esq. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  PROFESSOR  McFADYEAN, 
DICK  VETERINARY  COLLEGE. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  appointment  to  the  important  post 
of  Dean  in  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  London,  Pro¬ 
fessor  McFadyean,  of  the  Dick  Veterinary  College,  Clyde 
Street,  Edinburgh,  was  on  May  2nd  presented  with  a  testi¬ 
monial  in  the  shape  of  an  illuminated  address,  a  service  of 
silver  plate,  and  a  gold  watch,  by  the  teaching  staff  past 
and  present  pupils  of  the  College,  and  other  personal  friends. 
The  ceremony  took  place  in  the  large  leeture-room,  and  was 
the  occasion  of  a  large  and  brilliant  gathering.  Principal 
Walley  presided,  and  in  making  the  presentation  gave  an 
interesting  sketch  of  Professor  McFadyean^s  career.  He 
first  noted  his  distinguished  career,  not  only  in  the  Dick 
College,  as  leading  up  to  his  degree  of  M.R.C.V.S.,  but  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  took  the  degrees  of 
B.Sc.  and  M.B.,  C.M.  Then  he  alluded  to  Professor 
McFadyean^s  appointment  in  1876  to  a  teachership  in  the 
College,  immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  his  studies 
within  its  walls,  and  showed  how  their  best  hopes  as  to  his 
abilities,  high  as  these  were,  had  been  more  than  fulfilled 
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during  those  sixteen  years.  He  laid  particular  emphasis 
upon  Professor  McFadyean's  devotion  to  the  subject  of 
pathology,  and  declared,  amid  loud  applause,  that  he  stood 
out  as  practically  the  only  veterinary  pathologist  in  this 
country.  They  must  all  regret  the  departure  from  their  midst 
of  so  able  a  teacher,  so  true  a  friend  of  the  College,  so  ad¬ 
mirable  a  colleague,  and  so  valued  a  friend  ;  and  their  only 
consolation  must  be  that  what  was  their  loss  was  London^s 
gain. 

Professor  McFadyean  was  received  with  prolonged  ap¬ 
plause  on  rising  to  reply.  He  spoke  of  the  pleasure  which 
it  gave  him  to  receive  such  a  token  of  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  colleagues,  students,  and  friends,  little  as  he 
considered  himself  worthy  of  all  the  good  things  that  had 
been  said  of  him  by  Principal  Walley;  and  he  declared  that 
wherever  he  went  he  should  always  cherish  the  fondest  re¬ 
gard  for  the  Dick  College.  He  was  glad  to  think  that  he 
was  leaving  the  College  in  the  full  tide  of  its  prosperity 
(applause),  and  in  the  firm  assurance  that  still  better  days 
were  in  store  for  it. 

Dr.  Aitken,  another  member  of  the  teaching  staif,  and 
also  Professor  Baird,  spoke  in  high  terms  of  Professor 
McFadyean^s  worth,  and  of  the  regret  with  which  they 
parted  from  him. 

Bailie  Walcot,  speaking  as  one  of  the  Corporation  trustees 
of  the  College,  congratulated  Professor  McFadyean  on  the 
fact  that  he  had  not  only  won  the  confidence  but  aroused  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  students,  which  was  the  highest  reward 
his  teaching  could  secure. 

Bailie  Gulland  and  Mr.  Finlay  Dun,  F.R.C.V.S.,  also 
took  part  in  the  proceedings,  which  were  throughout  of  the 
most  cordial  nature. 


THE  J.  H.  STEEL  MEMORIAL. 

A  GENERAL  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  was 
held  at  10,  Red  Lion  Square,  at  4  p.m.  on  the  4th  May, 
1892.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Roalfe  Cox  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Wragg. 

Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Malcolm,  Mr.  G. 
Gartside  Mayor,  Mr.  Bloye,  Colonel  Thomson,  and  Mr.  J. 
Simpson,  J.P.  Mr.  Thatcher,  Solicitor,  also  sent  a  letter  re  the 
money  of  the  defunct  National  Veterinary  Congress  of  1881 
lying  in  Mr.  Banham’s  hands,  owing  to  Professor  Macqueen^s 
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objection  to  its  being  paid  over  to  the  fund.  Mr.  Thatcher 
added  that  he  declined  to  receive  a  fee  for  his  trouble  in  this 
matter,  and  limited  his  charge  to  some  trifling  out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Fleming^  C^B. — That  Professor 
Macqueen  be  interviewed  with  regard  to  his  ohjection  to  the 
balance  in  money  held  over  from  the  first  National  Vete¬ 
rinary  Congress,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Banham,  being 
transferred  to  the  Steel  Memorial  Fund,  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  his  objection.^’  Dr.  Fleming  regretted  Professor 
Macqueen  had  not  attended  the  recent  meeting  of  the  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  National  Veterinary  Congress,  and  that  he  had 
been  unable  to  attend  the  present  meeting,  because  the 
objections  would  probably  not  bave  been  made.  The  pro¬ 
fession  had  been  kept  fully  informed  of  what  was  being 
done,  and  as  only  one  gentleman  had  objected,  there  was 
every  probability  of  this  objection  being  removed.  Mr.  C. 
Stephenson,  of  Newcastle,  seconded  the  motion,  and  remarked 
that  it  was  better  to  approach  Professor  Macqueen  in  a 
friendly  spirit.  The  motion  being  carried.  Professor  Shave 
was  asked  to  see  Professor  Macqueen. 

The  report  of  the  Working  Committee  was  read. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — On  the  8th  January, 
1891,  the  veterinary  profession  sustained  a  heavy  loss  by  the 
death  of  Professor  John  Henry  Steel,  who  died  a  martyr  to 
duty  in  Bombay  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six.  During  his 
career  his  zeal,  perseverance,  and  kindness  of  heart  gained 
him  so  many  friends  and  admirers  that  it  was  determined 
bis  name  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  into  oblivion.  The 
history  of  the  movement  is  very  much  like  that  of  most 
others.  Letters  appeared  in  the  periodicals  showing  the 
drift  of  the  professional  mind ;  then  a  few  friends,  notably 
Messrs.  Hunting  and  J.  W.  Axe,  sounded  tbe  leading  men 
in  the  profession  ;  then  a  meeting  was  called  in  10,  Red  Lion 
Square,  which  was  kindly  lent  for  the  purpose,  and  so  the 
fund  was  launched.  The  first  meeting  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  was  held  on  the  19th  March,  1891.  Mr.  Roalfe  Cox 
was  elected  chairman.  Dr.  Fleming,  C.B.,  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Wragg  undertook  the  offices  of  treasurers,  and  Mr.  Raymond 
that  of  hon.  sec.  A  working  committee  was  then  selected, 
the  names  being  Colonel  Lambert,  C.B.,  Captain  J.  W. 
Evans,  Professor  Pritchard,  Councillor  J.  Simpson,  J.P., 
Mr.  S.  Slocock,  Mr.  Mulvey,  Professor  Axe,  Professor  Shave, 
Mr.  Hurndall,  the  chairman,  treasurer,  and  secretary. 

The  Working  Committee  decided  to  appeal  for  subscrip- 
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tions  for  the  following  object,  namely,  that  when  collected 
the  funds  should  be  expended  in  a  prize  which  should  be 
named  after  the  lamented  J.  H.  Steel.^'  It  was  decided  that 
strict  economy  should  be  observed  in  bringing  the  scheme 
before  the  public,  as  it  was  not  known  how  much  money  wouldj 
be  subscribed.  Fortunately  tbe  editors  of  the  professional 
papers  most  generously  opened  their  columns,  free  of  cost, 
to  the  memorial,  and  have  throughout  rendered  every  assist¬ 
ance  in  their  power.  It  was  thought  desirable  to  make  a 
special  appeal  to  old  students  who  were  at  college  with 
Steely  and  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  Hurndall,  who 
took  a  "great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  matter,  th^e  Working 
Committee  was  put  in  possession  of  their  names,  &c.,  and 
was  able  to  approach  them  individually  by  circular.  Cir¬ 
culars  were  also  sent  to  the  presidents  of  all  the  veterinary 
medical  societies,  and  generally  with  happy  results,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  treasurer’s  report. 

The  Working  Committee  further  decided  to  appeal  to  the 
schools,  to  India,  and  the  colonies.  In  order  to  get  as  many 
names  as  possible,  and  particularly  to  have  the  names  of  as 
many  students  as  possible  upon  the  list,  the  Committee' 
settled^  that  no  subscription,  however  small, .  shouldi  oe 
refused. 

The  principals  of  the  schools  in  Scotland  were  asked  to 
submit  the  memorial  to  the  students,  and  although  no 
answer  was  received  from  Glasgow  and  Dick’s  students, 
Mr.  A.  P.  Gribble  forwarded  £5  5s'.  from  the  funds  of  the 
association  which  meets  in  Professor  Williams’  College. 
Mr.  Harris,  who  was  president  of  the  Students’  Union  in 
Camden  Town,  was  good  enough  to  try  to  collect  funds 
amongst  his  brother  students.  Unfortunately  he  was  un¬ 
successful,  but  he  moved  in  the  Council  of  the  College 
Veterinary  Association  that'  a  sum  of  £5  5s,  be  sub¬ 
scribed',  and  that  was  passed.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
students  as  a  body  have  been  singularly  apathetic  in  this, 
matter,  so  that  the  question  arises  as  to.  whether  they  have^ 
not  already  sufficient  encouragement  in  the  way  of  prizes. 
This  leads  to  the  wishes  of  several  gentlemen  who  consider 
that  the  prize  should  be  open  to  post-graduate  students. 
This  subject  can  only  be  settled  by  a  vote  of  the  general 
meeting  of  the  subscribers. 

The  hon.  secretary  wrote  to  Veterinary  Supt.  Colonel 
Russell,  A.V.D.,  in  India,  in  order  to  obtain  funds,  but  no 
answer  was  received. 

In  view  of  the  facts  that  no  answer  was  received  from 
India,  that  the  expense  for  printing  and  postage  to  the 
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colonies  would  be  heavy  and  the  result  very  doubtful,  it  was 
decided  not  to  incur  the  expense  of  canvassing  the  colonies 
otherwise  than  through  the  columns  of  our  periodicals.  The 
Working  Committee  had  considerable  expectation  that  the 
£51  in  Mr.  Banham^s  hands  would  be  added  to  the  fund. 
They  have  been  disappointed,  but  they  still  hope  that  the 
money  may  reach  the  treasurer. 

The  treasurers^  report  was  next  taken. 


iC  s.  d. 

It  showed  that  they  received .  258  6  6 

The  expenses  for  printing,  postage,  &c . 4  2  3 


Leaving  a  balance  of  254  4  3 

There  was  still  a  printer’s  hill  of  a  few  shillings  which 
had  not  been  received,  and  which  would  have  to  he  paid. 
The  names  of  the  subscribers  were  read  out  as  follows  : 


Dr.  Fleming's  List. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

C.  Hunting 

5 

5 

0 

T.  Hopkin  and  Lancashire 

F.  W.  Forsdyke,  A.V.D. 

1 

1 

0 

subscribers 

6 

6 

0 

E.  Faulkner 

1 

1 

0 

C.  Sheather 

1 

1 

0 

S.  Villar  .... 

1 

1 

0 

D.  M.  Storrar  . 

1 

1 

0 

T.  W.  Lepper  . 

1 

1 

0 

J.  Storrar  and  Son  . 

1 

1 

0 

H.  M.  Singleton 

0 

10 

6 

J.  Temple  .... 

0 

10 

6 

J.  D.  Lambert  . 

1 

1 

0 

W.  J.  Williams  . 

0 

10 

6 

J.  Bell  .... 

1 

1 

0 

T.  H.  Merrick  and  Son 

1 

1 

0 

M.  Hedley 

1 

1 

0 

R.  Hughes 

0 

10 

6 

J.  V.  Meredith,  A.V.D. 

1 

0 

0 

G.  Wartnaby 

1 

1 

0 

F.  W.  Kendall  . 

1 

0 

0 

G.  H.  Elder 

1 

1 

0 

G.  Fleming 

1 

0 

0 

S.  K.  Nariman  . 

1 

1 

0 

R.  F.  Frost,  A.V.D.  . 

1 

1 

0 

A.  J.  Haslam,  A.V.D. 

1 

1 

0 

G.  H.  West 

0 

5 

0 

J.  and  H.  Sumner 

1 

1 

0 

W.  S.  Carless  . 

0 

10 

0 

C.  Rutherford,  A.V.D.,  and 

F.  W.  Barling  . 

0 

10 

0 

A.V.D.  subscribers 

8 

16 

0 

J.  Malcolm 

1 

1 

0 

J.  Clark  .... 

1 

1 

0 

W.  Carless 

1 

1 

0 

W.  Awde  .... 

0 

10 

6 

W.  Taylor 

0 

10 

0 

W.  Wilson 

0 

10 

6 

A.  Over  .... 

0 

10 

0 

G.  Newsome 

0 

10 

6 

H.  and  W.  A.  Edgar  . 

2 

2 

0 

T.  McGuiness  . 

1 

1 

0 

E.  S.  Shave 

1 

1 

0 

E.  H.  Leach 

1 

1 

0 

R.  J.  Trigger  . 

1 

1 

0 

J.  McKenny  and  Irish  sub- 

125 

19 

6 

scribers 

29 

19 

0 

Fleming’s  expenses  £13  9 

J.  B.  Savage,  A.V.D. 

1 

1 

0 

Hedley’s  expenses  110 

J.  McCall. 

2 

2 

0 

2 

4 

9 

H.  Thomson 

2 

2 

0 

M.  J.  Hedley  and  Irish  sub- 

Total  123 

14 

9 

scribers 

34 

4 

0 
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Mr.  Wragg^s  List. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

J.  S.  Hurndall  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

F.  Smith  . 

• 

2 

2 

0 

B.  Glover  . 

• 

2 

2 

0 

W.  R.  Emery  . 

• 

0 

10 

6 

F.  Raymond 

• 

1 

1 

0 

J.  B.  Nisbet 

• 

1 

1 

0 

J.  D.  Barford  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  W.  Mason  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

W.  H.  Bloye  . 

• 

5 

0 

0 

C.  Stephenson  . 

• 

5 

5 

0 

Sir  F.  Fitzwygram 

• 

1 

0 

0 

Professor  Brown 

• 

1 

1 

0 

J.  R.  Cox  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Members  of  E.V.M.A. 

« 

5 

0 

0 

J.  B.  Wolstenholme  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Professor  Pritchard  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  C.  Piesse 

• 

0 

10 

6 

Professor  Williams  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  Harris  . 

• 

0 

10 

0 

Professor  Walley 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  Lawson 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Professor  McFadyean 

• 

1 

1 

0 

E.  J.  Millett 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Royal  C.V.M.A. 

• 

10 

10 

0 

T.  Olver  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Some  members  Lincoln 

J.  Barton  . 

• 

0 

10 

6 

V.M.A.  . 

• 

10 

7 

6 

J.  Hammond 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Second  donation 

• 

0 

10 

0 

F.  W.  Willett  . 

• 

0 

2 

6 

Professor  Axe  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

W.  F.  Carlisle  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

S.  Slocock 

« 

1 

1 

0 

M.  Clarke 

• 

0 

10 

0 

A.  Rogerson 

• 

1 

1 

0 

R.  Roberts 

• 

0 

2 

6 

T.  Burrell . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

G.  R.  Edmonds . 

• 

0 

10 

6 

Central  V.M.S.  . 

• 

21 

0 

0 

J.  C.  Bonnett  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Professor  Macqueen  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  Wheatley 

• 

1 

1 

0 

W.  B.  Walters  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

F.  G.  Samson  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  P.  Gribble,  N.V.C. 

• 

5 

5 

0 

C.  Hartley 

• 

1 

1 

0 

T.  Greaves 

• 

2 

2 

0 

W.  C.  B.  Revill 

• 

0 

10 

6 

F.  W.  Wragg  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

T.  Leather 

• 

0 

10 

6 

C.  Byrne  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

R.  Rutherford  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Eastern  Counties  V.M.A. 

• 

10 

0 

0 

W.  F.  Barrett  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

H.  C.  Legge 

• 

1 

1 

0 

C.  Rose 

• 

0 

10 

6 

Jas.  Simpson 

• 

1 

1 

0 

A.  Moore  . 

• 

0 

10 

6 

W.  Hunting 

• 

1 

1 

0 

J.  Ward  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

W.  J.  Mulvey  . 

• 

1 

1 

0 

E.  Batt 

• 

2 

2 

0 

P.  G.  Batt 

• 

2 

2 

0 

By  disbursements — 

132 

7 

0 

J.  Reynolds 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Capt.  Raymond  £1  16 

6 

W.  Woods 

• 

1 

1 

0 

Banker’s  charge  0  1 

0 

J.  A.  W.  Dollar 

• 

0 

10 

6 

1 

17 

6 

H.  G.  Rogers 

• 

0 

10 

6 

— 

- 

H.  Kidd  . 

• 

0 

10 

6 

1  Balance 

130 

9 

6 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  consider  the  form  the  memorial 
should  take. 

To  meet  the  wishes  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Hunting  modified 
the  motions  he  had  forwarded  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : — 
That  the  memorial  take  the  form  of  a  reward  for  scientific 
or  literary  work  of  merit  connected  with  the  profession,  and 
that  it  be  limited  to  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Vete¬ 
rinary  Surgeons.'’^  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  Leather, 
and  carried  unanimously. 

,  Dr.  G.  Fleming,  C.B.,  moved,  and  Mr.  C.  Stephenson, 
Newcastle,  seconded — That  the  reward  be  in  the  form  of 
a  medal  to  be  designated  ^  The  John  Henry  Steel  Medal 
that  the  medal  be  of  gold,  and  of  appropriate  form  and 
device.’^  Carried  nem,  con. 
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BOOKSj  ETC.,  RECEIVED. 


Mr,  TV.  Hunting  proposed,  and  Mr.  C.  Stephenson 
seconded — That  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Vete¬ 
rinary  Surgeons  be  asked  to  accept  the  amount  subscribed 
conditionally  upon  their  agreeing  to  form  a  Steel  Memorial. 
Carried  nem.  con. 

Mr.  A.  Leather  moved,  and  Professor  Shave  seconded — 

That  in  the  event  of  the  Council  accepting  the  amount,  and 
agreeing  to  the  conditions,  the  treasurers  be  empowered  to 
hand  the  money  over  to  the  Council.^^  Carried  nem.  con. 

Professor  Shave  moved,  and  Major  Glover  seconded- — 

That  in  the  event  of  the  fund  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Banham  by  the  late  National  Veterinary  Congress  being 
forthcoming,  it  be  added  to  the  J.  H.  Steel  Memorial  Fund/^ 
Carried  unanimously. 

After  votes  of  thanks  had  been  passed  to  the  chairman 
(Mr.  R.  Cox),  the  vice-chairman  (Mr.  Wragg),  the  treasurers 
and  hon.  secretary,  the  meeting  was  closed. 

F.  Raymond,  Hon.  Sec. 


BOOKS,  ETC.,  RECEIVED. 

Agricultural  Students^  Gazette,  April. 

Natural  Orders  of  Plants,  arranged  in  Tabular  Form,  and  specially  adapted 
for  Veterinary  Students. 

The  John  Hopkins  Hospital  Bulletin,  No.  21,  April,1892. 

The  Journal  of  Comparative  Medicine  and  V eterinary  Archives,  April. 

Contribute  alio  Studio  della  Morva. 

Results  of  Experiments  with  Inoculation  for  the  Prevention  of  Hog  Cholera, 
by  Dr.  D.  E.  Salmon,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

The  following  foreign  publications  are  to  hand  : — Annales  de  Medecine 
VHerinaire,  May,  1892 ;  Oesterreichische  Monatsschrift  fiir  ThierheiU 
kunde ,  und  Revue  fur  Thierheilkunde  und  Thierzucht,  June,  1892;  Archivio 
per  le  Scienze  Mediche,  La  Clinica  Veterinaria  (Milan)  ;  and  Zeitschrift  fiir 
Veter  indr  kunde  mit  besonderer  Beriicksichtigung  der  Hygiene,  Berlin,  May. 

Papers  received  :  Mark  Lane  Express,  North  British  Agriculturist,  The 
Field,  Live  Stock  Journal,  Bells  Weekly  Messenger,  Agricultural  Gazette, 
Farmers^  Gazette,  Dublin ;  Isle  of  Wight  Observer,  Isle  of  Wight  County 
Press,  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch,  and  The  Montreal  Herald. 

It  is  particularly  requested  that  in  future  the  British  and  Foreign  Exchange 
Journals  be  directed  to  the  Editors  of  the  Veterinarian,  2.2^,  Bartholomew 
Close,  London,  E.C. 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  great  pressure  on  our  space  has  compelled  the  withholding  the  report  of 
“  Convocation  Day  ”  at  Montreal,  and  other  interesting  matter. 

To  ensure  the  publication  of  Cases  and  Communications  In 
the  coming:  Number  they  should  arrive  by  the  15th  of  the 
month. 

Letters,  Reports  of  Cases,  etc.,  intended  for  Publication,  may 
BE  DIRECTED  EITHER  TO  PROFESSOR  SiMONDS,  J.P.,  RyDE,  IslE  OF  WiGHT, 
OR  TO  THE  “  Editors,”  at  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  or  the 
Veterinary  College,  Glasgow.  Otherwise,  to  the  care  of  Adlard 
&  Son,  Printers,  22^,  Bartholomew  Close,  London,  E.C. 

The  Editors  do  not  hold  themselves  responsible  for  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  their  contributors,  nor  can  they  undertake  to  return  rejected  papers. 


WILLOWS,  FRANCIS  &  BUTLER, 

(LATE  BUEGE8S,  WILLOWS  &  EEANCIS,) 

WHOLESALE  AND  EXPORT  DRUGGISTS 


AND 


By  Appointment  to  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  and  to  the  Royal  Veterinary 

College  from  its  foundation. 


WHITE  HORSE  BUILDINGS, 

101,  HIGH  HOLBOEN,  LONDON. 


LIQ.  FERRI  ET  QUININ/E  CO. 

(VETERINARY  TONIC.) 


A  good  general  tonic  is  one  of  the  most  essential  and  valuable  of  all  veterinary 
medicines,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in  practice  is  finding  a  suitable  combination  of 
agents,  that,  whilst  possessing  this  property,  being  efficient  in  their  action,  and  com- 
mendalile  in  quality,  are  sufficiently  low  in  price  as  to  justify  their  regular  use.  The 
preparation  here  offered  is  a  judicious  admixture  of  iron,  quinine,  and  nux  vomica,  in 
conjunction  with  aromatic  agents ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  it  is  one  specially  adapted  to 
meet  such  requirements,  in  which  all  the  virtues  of  these  specified  drugs  are  suitably 
contained.  Heference  is  scarcely  needed  to  the  fact  known  to  every  practical  veterinarian, 
that  continued  administration  of  sulphate  of  iron  for  restoring  systemic  tone,  in  many 
individual  cases  not  being  properly  dissolved  by  the  gastric  and  intestinal  fluids,  acts 
deleteriously,  and  is  more  productive  of  harm  than  good,  as  the  unappropriated  portions  of 
the  salt  remaining  insoluble  cause  a  considerable  irritation  of  mucous  membrane,  or  a  deal 
of  constipation.  Our  preparation  entirely  obviates  this  evil.  It  has  the  special  virtue  of 
being  quickly  absorbed  by  the  mucous  membrane,  and  is  quite  devoid  of  any  excessive 
astringent  effect ;  admixed  with  the  same  is  that  fine  remedy,  quinine,  of  an  amorphous 
character,  and  both  it  and  the  nux  vomica  employed  are  of  superior  quality,  combined  in 
such  proportions  as  to  intensify  their  individual  actions.  This  compound  has  proved  itself 
of  high  curative  properties  and  immense  therapeutic  value  for  restoring  lost  tone  and 
increasing  the  power  of  the  tissues.  In  extreme  prostration  from  debilitating  diseases ; 
during  convalescence  from  acute  febrile  disorders  in  which  there  is  considerable  lassitude 
of  system  and  disinclination  for  food ;  for  counteracting  the  pyrexia  of  influenza,  purpura 
lieemorrhagica,  strangles,  pyaimia,  or  septicaemia,  when  the  temperature  runs  high  with 
quickened  pulse  and  respiration,  we  have  abundant  testimony  of  its  beneficial  effects. 
Where  also  the  systemic  stamina  is  of  a  very  low  degree,  it  is  most  suitably  conjoined  with 
such  stimulating  agents  as  the  preparation  of  ammonia.  Its  aromatic  constituents 
thoroughly  disguising  the  taste  render  its  administration  to  all  animals  far  easier  than 
is  usually  the  case  when  such  bitter  medicants  are  employed. 

Price  2/8  per  lb. 


INSTRUMENTS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

>  A  Large  and  Varied  Stock  for  Veterinary  use,  an  inspection  of  which  is  respectfully  invited. 


5  Price  lAsts  Free  to  the  Veterinary  Profession,  also  a  Book  of  Formulae  of  New  and  Special 

Preparations. 


% 


TO  THE  MEMBEBS  OF  THE  BOYAL  COLLEGE  OF 

VETEBINABY  STJBGEONS. 

WE  BEG  TO  DRAW  YOUR  ATTENTION  TO  OUR 

ALOES  BABBADOES, 

Samples  of  which  are  sent  post-free. 

Our  New  Price  Current,  containing  the  Pormulse  of  our 

PATENT  COATED  HORSE  BALLS, 

Of  which  we  keep  a  large  Stock,  forwarded  on  application  to 

C.  J.  HEWLETT  &  SON, 

WHOLESALE  VETEBINABY  DBUGGISTS, 

40,  41,  &  42,  CHARLOTTE  STREET,  GREAT  EASTERN  STREET, 

LONDON,  B.C. 


PERCIVALL’S  HIPPOPATHOLOGY. 

Complete  in  4  vols.,  8vo,  with  Index,  price  £4  5s.  6d.,  boards. 

HIPPOPATHOLOGY,  a  Series  of  Systematic  Treatises  on  the 

Disorders  and  Lamenesses  of  the  Horse.  By  William  Percivall,M.R.C.S.,  late  Veterinary 
Surgeon  of  the  Life  Guards. 

Vol.  I. — Observations  on  Health;  on  Transition  from  Health  to  Disease;  on  Inflammation  and 
its  Treatment ;  Fever ;  Influenza  ;  Strangles;  Contusions  and  Wounds.  New  Edition  .  lOjr.  6^. 

Vol.  II,  Part  1. — The  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  Air  Passages.  New  Edition,  revised  and 
enlarged  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10s. 

Vol.  II,  Part  2. — The  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs,  including  those  of  the  Urinary  and 
Generative  Systems.  New  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged ;  with  Illustrations  .  .  12s. 

Vol.  III. — Injuries  of  the  Skull  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye;  Glanders  and  Farcy,  their  Causes  and 
remedial  Treatment  .....  .  14s. 

Vol.  IV,  Part  1. — Lameness;  Spavin;  Neurotomy;  Hip-joint,  Elbow-joint,  Shoulder-joint,  and 
Knee-joint  Lameness ;  Splint;  Ringbone.  With  coloured  Plates  .  .  .  21s. 

Vol.  IV,  Part  2. — Lamenesses  arising  from  Disease  of  the  Bursae  Mucosae  and  Synovial  Sheaths, 
Windgall,  &c. ;  Lameness  arising  from  Disease  of  Muscle,  of  Tendon,  Sprains,  &c. ;  Diseases  of  the 
Foot.  With  coloured  Plates  .  .  .  .  .18s. 


Also  by  Mr.  Percivall, 

The  ANATOMY  OF  THE  HORSE,  embracing  the  Structure  of  the  Foot.  8vo,  price  20s. 
boards. 

LECTURES  ON  HORSES,  their  Form  and  Action.  With  Eight  Outline  Plates,  and  an 
Appendix  on  the  Effects  of  Medicine  on  Horses.  8vo,  12s.  boards  ;  or,  without  the  Appendix,  10s. 


ROYAL  VETERINARY  COLLEGE. 

FOUNDED  1791 - INCOEPORAXED  1876. 


PATRON— HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 


PRESIDENT. 


FlEUD-MARSllAL  IllS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CAMRRIDGE,  K.G.,  Ac.  &c. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Poetland. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Westminstee,  K.G. 
The  Most  Hon.  the  Maequis  op  Wateepoed. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Eael  op  Coventey. 

The  Riglit  Hon.  Eael  Foetescue. 

The  Right  Hon.  Eael  Spencee,  K.G. 


Lieut. -Geu. the  lit.  Hon.  Viscount  Heidpoet, 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Poetman. 

Lieut. -Gen.  Sie  F.  Fitzwyqeam,  Part,, 
M.P. 

Col.  Sie  Nigel  Kingscote,  K.C.R. 

Richaed  Benyon  Bbeens,  Esq. 


TRUSTEES. 

Col. Sie NigelKingscote,K.C.B. |  Rich.  Benyon  BKUENs.Ksq.l Geo.  Dunbae  Whatman, Esq. 


GOVERNORS. 

Chairman. — Col.  SiE  Nigel  Kingscote.  K.C.B. 


Right  Hon.  the  Eael  of  Ilchestee. 

Right  Hon.  the  Eael  of  Zetland. 

Right  Hon.  the  Viscount  Ebeington, 

M.P. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Caeeington. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Fgketon  op  Tatton. 
Right  Hon.  Loed  Hastings. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Hindlip. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Hothfield. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Ribblesdale. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Stalbeidge. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Willoughby  de  Eeesby. 
Right  Hon.  Ed.  Maejoeibanks,  M.P. 

Lieut. -Col.  Hon.  W.  H.  Allsopp. 

Col.  Sie  Heney  Fwaet,  K.C.B. 


Sie  Jacob  Wilson. 

Howaed  Vincent,  Esq.,  C.B.,  M.P. 
Geo.  Fleming,  Esq.,  C.B.,  LL.D. 

Col.  J.  D.  Lambeet,  C.B.,  P.V.S. 

W.  L.  A.  Buedett-Coutts,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Dr.  E.  M.  Ceookshank. 

G.  M.  Allendee,  Esq. 

P.  Beeespoed  Hope,  Esq. 

J.  Astley  Bloxam,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 
Waltee  Gilbey,  Esq. 

Baenaed  Holt,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 
William  J.  Legh,  Esij. 

H.  G.  Sutton,  Esq. 

Haeold  Swithinbank,  Esq. 

Geoege  Dunbae  Whatman,  Fsq. 


GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman. — R.  B.  Beeens,  Esq. 


Most  Hon.  tne  Maequis  of  Wateepoed. 
Right  Hon.  the  Eael  of  Coventey. 

Right  Hon.  the  Eael  Spencee,  K.G. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Ribblesdale. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Stalbeidge. 

Right  Hon.  Ed.  Maejoeibanks,  M.P. 
Lieut.-Gen.  Sie  F.  Fitzwygeam,  Bart. 
M.P. 

Col.  Sie  Nigel  Kingscote,  K.C.B. 


I  Sib  Jacob  Wilson. 

I  J.  Astley  Bloxam,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 
j  Geoege  Fleming,  Esq.,  C.B.,  LL.D. 
j  Col.  J.  D.  Lambeet,  C.B.,  P.V.S. 

I  Dr.  E.  M.  Ceookshank. 
j  Waltee  Gilbey,  Esq. 
j  Baenaed  Holt,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

I  Haeold  Swithinbank  ,Esq. 

I  Geoege  Dunbae  Whatman,  Esq. 


TREASURER. — G.  Dunbae  Whatman,  Esq.  |  PRINCIPAL. — Peopessoe  G.  T.  Beown,  C.B. 

A  Subscription  of  twenty  guineas  entitles  the  Subscriber  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Institu* 
tion,  as  a  general  Veterinary  Establishment  and  Hospital  for  animals, /or  life;  and  an  annual 
payment  of  two  guineas,  to  the  same  privileges  during  the  continuance  of  such  Subscription. 

A  Subscriber  is  entitled  to  have  admitted  into  the  Hospital  for  medical  and  surgical  treat* 
ment  an  unlimited  number  of  Horses  or  other  animals,  his  own  property,  at  a  charge  only  for 
their  keep.  Also,  without  the  payment  of  fees,  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Professors  as  to  the 
treatment  of  any  animal  he  may  wish  to  retain  in  his  own  establishment. 

A  Subscriber  has  likewise  the  privilege  of  having  five  horses  examined  as  to  soundness  in 
the  course  of  the  year  free  of  charge,  and  to  receive  the  opinion  of  the  Professors  thereon, 
either  verbally  or  in  writing.  Also  any  additional  number  at  a  fee  of  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  for 
each  extra  horse,  or  to  have  ten  horses  examined  on  payment,  in  addition  to  his  Annual  Sub¬ 
scription  of  two  guineas,  of  such  other  sum  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the  Governing 
Body  or  General  Purpose  Committee.  The  Professors  do  not  examine  horses  for  soundness  out  of 
the  Institution,  nor  do  they  visit  patients,  except  on  very  special  occasions,  and  then  only  with 
the  object  of  their  being  removed  into  the  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Governors  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  have  all  the  privileges  of 
Subscribers,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Animals  of  the  Farm  other  than  the  Horse  and  Dog. 
Veterinary  Surgeons — former  students  of  the  College — have  also  the  privilege  of  sending 
animals  of  any  kind  into  the  Infirmary  for  treatment. 


ROYAL  VETERINARY  COLLEGE. 


By  the  Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation  the  governors  have  power. “to  confer 

upon  and  grant,  to  such  of  the  Students  of  the  said  College  as  they  shall  think  fit.  Annual  or  other 
Exhibitions,  Scholarships,  Medals  and  other  Prizes  and  Certificates  of  Distinction.” 

A  Scholarship  of  £2b  per  annum,  tenable  for  two  years,  was  awarded  for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1891  ;  and  an  additional  Scholarship  of  the  same  amount  will  be  awarded  in  1892. 
A  “Centenary”  Scholarship  of  the  value  of  ^21  will  also  be  awarded  annually.  Beside 
the  Coleman  Prize  Medals;  Class  Medals,  Prizes,  and  Certificates  are  given  in  each 
division  of  the  Students’  studies. 

In  addition  to  these  Prizes  the  Royal  Agricl;i.tural  Society  awards  ^  Silver  undi  di  Bronze 
Medal  to  the  two  Students  who  may  pass  thje  best  examination  in  the  Pathology  of  Cattle, 
Sheep,  and  Pigs,  at  the  Diploma  Exa'mi nation  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


The  College  Entrance  Fee  is  Sixty  Guineas  ;  the  payment  of  which  confers  the  right  of 
attendance  on  all  the  Lectures  and  Collegiate  Instructions.  The  fee  may  be  paid  in  Three 
instalments,  viz..  Twenty  Guineas  on  entry.  Twenty  Guineas  at  the  end  of  Coe  first  period  of  study, 
and  Tw’enty  Guineas  at  the  second  period  of  study — the  first  instalment  must,  with  the  Matricu¬ 
lation  Examination  Fee  of  One  Guinea,  as  well  as  the  Library  and  Reading  Room  Fee  of  One 
Guinea,  be  paid  prior  to  this  Examination. 

A  Pupil,  previously  to  his  admission,  is  required  to  produce  a  recognised  Certificate  of 
Educational  Acquirements,  which  must  include  all  the  pass  subjects  of  the  Matriculation  Examina¬ 
tion,  or  otherwise  he  must  pass  an  Examination  in  Writing,  Reading  aloud.  Dictation,  English 
Grammar,  English  History  or  Geography,  Arithmetic,  and  French,  German,  or  Latin.  A  Pupil 
may  also  elect  to  be  examined  in  any  of  the  following  subjects,  wo#  exceeding  two  : — Euclid,  Books 
one  and  two;  Algebra  to  Quadratic  Equations  inclusive;  Natural  History  (Botany,  Geology,  or 
Zoology)  ;  Physiology;  Chemistry;  Physics;  and  the  Greek,  German,  or  Italian  Language. 

The  Educational  Year  is  divided  into  a  Winter  and  Summer  Session  of  three  terms,  and 
begins  on  Oct.  1st  and  ends  the  middle  of  May. 

Lectures,  Clinical  and  Pathological,  Demonstrations,  and  General  Instruction,  are  given  on 
Diseases  of  the  Horse  and  other  Domesticated  Animals,  including  Epizootics,  Parasites 
AND  Parasitic  Affections  ;  also  on  Bacteriology,  Comparative  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Histology,  Chemistry  (General  and  Practical),  Materia  Medica,  Toxicology,  Botany, 
Therapeutics,  and  Pharmacy  ;  Hospital  Practice,  Obstetrics,  Operative  Surgery, 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Shoeing,  &c. 

Besides  these  Lectures  and  Demonstrations,  the  facilities  which  exist  in  the  Institution  are 
such  as  to  enable  Pupils,  by  attention  to  their  duties,  to  acquire  a  well-grounded  practical  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  profession,  and  thus,  on  obtaining  their  Diploma,  to  at  once  merit  the  confidence 
of  the  public.  This  will  become  fully  apparent  when  it  is  remembered  that,  for  several  past 
years,  upwards  of  2000  animals  have  been  annually  prescribed  for  and  treated  as  Gratuitous 
Patients  by  the  Pupils  under  the  Supervision  of  the  Teachers.  \ 

In  addition  to  the  practical  knowledge  thus  to  be  obtained,  the  Pupils  have  the  daily  advantage  : 
of  attending  the  Professors  on  their  visits  to  the  Patients  in  the  Hospital,  thereby  becoming  5 
acquainted  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  each  individual  case.  Similar  advantages  are  ^ 
likewise  enjoyed  by  them  with  reference  to  the  Out-Patients.  They  also  attend  on  the  Professors  ^ 
in  their  Examinations  of  Horses  for  Soundness,  the  yearly  average  number  of  which  exceeds  10(10.  " 
It  may  be  further  added,  as  showing  the  advantage  of  the  College  for  obtaining  Practical  Know-  \ 
ledge,  that  the  number  of  animals  admitted  into  the  Hospital  or  treated  as  Out-Patients  year  by  ' 
year  exceeds  2000,  or  more  than  doubles  those  sent  for  examination  as  to  soundness. 

A  Student,  during  his  Academical  Course,  lias  to  undergo  Three  examinations  by  the  Royal  - 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons.  To  be  eligible  for  the  First  he  is  required  to  attend,  at  least,  ^ 
one  Winter  and  one  Summer  Session;  a  second  Winter  and  Summer  Session  before  being  eligible  ] 
for  the  Second  examination;  and  a  third  Winter  and  Summer  Session  before  being  examined  for'j 
the  Diploma  of  the  College.  The  Examinations  are  held  in  May  and  December.  ^ 
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